
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Richard Leonard SJ 

Today’s gospel makes me very pleased I’m a Catholic, and that we don’t take the bible literally. Our 
Christian brothers and sisters who insist on the literal truth of the scriptures must have a tough time trying 
to avoid cutting off their hands and feet, plucking out their eyes and worrying about how hot hell is! I’m not 
sure about them, but I know my feet have taken me to places I wish I’d not gone, and when I got there my 

eyes saw things I wish I’d not seen. Still, in spite of the times I’ve let myself down, I am glad I’m still in one 
piece, and not all that worried about the worms and weather in hell! 

As Catholics we believe the Scriptures reveal the truth of our salvation – they are not books of fact. Jesus 
was a skilled and powerful communicator. And like all great teachers he used metaphor and exaggeration to 

make his point. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus takes evil very seriously. He is always conscious of it around him 
and is aware that it comes from within us, and without us. Jesus teaches us today to stop doing the 

destructive things that prevent us from loving God, each other and ourselves. 

Sinful behaviour often falls into two categories of human activity: habitual and compulsive. Habits are 
unusual things. There are good habits, like saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’. There are habits that can start 
out well-intentioned enough, but end up being obsessions, like caring for one’s physical fitness. And there 

are habits that bring moments of relief or let us off the hook – like lying, dishonesty and stealing – but 
always end up being destructive. 

Compulsive behaviour, however, is of a very different order. Gambling, drinking, shopping, smoking, 
violence, work, sex, eating, drugs, pornography, money and the Internet are fairly common modern 

manifestations of compulsive behaviour. As heart-breaking as these addictions are, they are the presenting 
problems of deeper issues related to self-esteem, personal history and even genetic disposition. 

One of the comments I’ve heard people make about their compulsive behaviour is, ‘I found myself doing it 
again and I am not sure how or why’. No doubt there are some people who feel so lonely and get so 

depressed about their habitual or compulsive behaviour, they contemplate severing an arm, a leg or gouging 
an eye. 

Jesus underlines that we have to stop our destructive behaviour and offers three pieces of practical advice so 
we can. Firstly, do whatever helps. For some people the most unusual solutions attend to the deeper issues 
and help us piece our lives back together. It doesn’t matter whether others approve of it, or it’s related to 
religious faith, for as long as it doesn’t lead to other destructive behaviour then, ‘whoever (or whatever) is 

not against us, is for us’. 

Secondly, accept help. None of us can battle through life carrying all our burdens on our own. Steps four to 
six of Alcoholics Anonymous deal with sharing the exact nature of our burdens as a means to coming to 
terms with them. Our family and friends are not mind readers and we need to seek out wise counsel and 
follow it wisely. The help and support we receive could be like the cup of refreshing water Jesus tells us 

about today. 

Finally, habitual and compulsive behaviour always has a pattern. St Ignatius Loyola taught in the sixteenth 
century that it was only when we regularly examined ourselves to see where, when, how and with whom we 

are most likely to walk away from God’s love, that we can work out why we do it and change the pattern. 

And when we really know ourselves as we are, and not as we would like to be, we have the chance to choose 
life over death more often than not. 
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Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
 30th of September, 2018 



On the 1st of September, the   

baptism of 

Jaxon Lucas Martin 

was celebrated at St Marys. 

Jaxon is pictured with his parents, 

Damien and Amara and his 

godparents, Wayne and Jayde 

Gardiner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Bowls & Cards 

will be held on 

Monday, 1st October  

from 9:30 – 12:00 

Come along and enjoy this social 

morning. 

 

Helping Hands & Mah-jong are 

held each Wednesday in the Parish 

Centre from 1-00 – 5.00pm 

All Welcome 

 

 

St Vincent de Paul Meeting - Monday, 8th October at 5pm 

 

Parish Finance Committee Meeting - Thursday 11th October 

at 5.15pm 

 

 

We are still looking for Volunteers 

for the 8am – 10am time slot. 

The Driver Reviver program is 

looking for volunteers for Sunday 7th 

October 2018 in 2 hour blocks – 8am 

– 10am. There is a roster on the 

table at the back of the church if you 

have time to volunteer for this very 

worthy cause. We will need 2 

volunteers for each time slot. 

The Op-Shop is in need of Volunteers. 

If you have a spare hour or two and would like to give a helping 

hand, contact Mary Bell or pop in and chat with the lovely ladies 

(Who knows, you may find some treasure while you are there ). 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRtZaS79HbAhUBebwKHaUfDEwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://lifegreetingsonline.net/products/n905-baptism-blessings-boy&psig=AOvVaw2gRj6ucFS8m_OqYszHWbYI&ust=1529021501650045


Thank-you for your contributions:  

23/09/18 

Envelopes: $225.00    Loose: $185.80  

Direct Deposits: $125/wk (average over a month) 

Parish Bank A/C Details 

A/C Name: ADF St Mary’s Parish Goondiwindi 

BSB: 064-786 A/C Number: 518826001 

If paying by direct deposit, please use your 

initials/surname as the reference. 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

Tuesday..…..Kaloma……11.00am 
Friday……12:15pm 

 
30th September 2018 

SUNDAY MORNING: Goondiwindi 9.00am 
 

6th/7th October 2018 
SATURDAY EVENING: Goondiwindi 6.00pm 

SUNDAY MORNING: Weengallon 8.00am 
                              Daymar 10.00am 

 
14th October 2018 

SUNDAY EVENING: Goondiwindi 6.00pm 
 

21st October 2018 
SUNDAY MORNING: Goondiwindi 9.00am 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE: 
Who have entered your kingdom: 
Including Joe Cowmeadow,  Aileen Bennett, Henry Orchard, Mervyn 
Fleming, Elly Heynen Knols (Teresa Heynen’s aunt),Brian O’Brien (FM’s  
Uncle), Nick Heironymus, Stella McGovern, Loretta Brennan, Tom 
Mitchell, Steve Aspinall, Delva Brown, Fay Hunt, Don McDonald, Allan 
Amey, Barry Kindt, Gwendolyn  “Henny”  Makim, Epigenia Cabus (Claire 
& Rose’s sister), Barbara Duffy, Vince O’Brien (Roma), Bishop John 
Gerry, Laurance Martyn, Frank Brosnan, Max Hohn, Kath Johnson, 
Muriel “Sis” Plain (Len Cleal’s sister), Robert Miller, Elaine Symes, June 
Corish, Ted Heironymus, Gloria Glasser, Therese Sullivan, Helen 
Farrell, Fr. Merv Ziesing, Joan Lawson, Thea McNaulty,  
Whose anniversary is at this time:  including Peter Ints, Vera Benson, 

Tim Thompson, Colin “Leo” Lowe, Darrell “Darby” Lowe, Anthony “Tony” 

Carrigan, Leonie Choice, Tony Lloyd, Mark Batchelor, Raymond 

McKenna, Teresa Butler, Anna Van Kuijck, Nancy Thurecht, Keith & 

Myrtle Cook, Kevin McMaster, Audrey Albeck., Sr Bess Turvey, , Mona 

O’Brien, Maria Magoffin, Chris Finlayson, Shirley Byrne, David Hiles, 

Ziggy Schmidt, Terence Collins, Alma Rigney, William “Des” Whittle, 

Joseph Fraser, Olive Thompson, Noel McGovern, Jill Field, Frank 

Holland, Trish Taylor, Madeline Cubby, Noela McDonald, Barbara 

Bardsley, Mary Cannon, Rita Johnson, Frank Smith.  

 Who are ill:  including Josie Vetter, Iris Simpson, Celie Brosnan, Mel 
Cairns,  Joy Collins, Hardy Sutton, Donna Lindores, John Abbot, Angus 
Rigney,  Tom Turvey, Bill Dyer, Trish Dyer, Brian Freeney, Pat & Teresa 
Mullins, Deanna Dawson, Anne Hunt, Kevin Lawless, Ray Mackie, Peter 
Keehn, Joan Fleming, Gloria Bale, David Croft, Tim Bourke, Shirley 
Schluter, Stasia Lawless, Paul Lloyd, Mavis Gordon, Jean Ramada, 
Jean Sizer, Francis Lloyd, Madonna Nicoletti, Stephanie & Chris 
Adamson, Bailey Brennan, Pauline Robinson, Win Skinner, Sonya 
Horrigan, Helen Paige, John Toohey, Marie Cook, Phillip Carney, 
Shirley Riley, and Joseph Hord; also those ill at home, in hospital and for 
those in Kaloma. 

 

We pray for the clergy of the Toowoomba Diocese whose anniversary is during 

this month. 

Most Rev Edward Kelly DD (02/09/94)                   Rev Fr Sydney Kattie (04/09/04) 

Rev Fr Myles Patrick Smith (09/09/11)         Most Rev William Brennan DD (11/09/75) 

Rev Fr Francis Burke (16/09/01)  Rev Fr Michael Skehan (18/09/16) 

Rev Fr Clarence Leahy (28/09/96)  Rev Fr Neil O’Donoghue (29/09/80)

 Lord, hear our prayers and be merciful to your servants, the Bishops and Priests of this 
Diocese whom you have called from this life. Welcome them into the company of your Saints in the 
Kingdom of light and peace. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WELCOMERS AT DOOR 

PAM MORRIS & TRISH WELSH (30/09) 

KAREN CAIRNS & MARY BELL (06/10) 

FAY PFINGST & PAULINE CORCORAN (14/10) 

WELCOMER AT MICROPHONE 

ROBYN LINDORES (30/09) 

YVONNE ISAAK (06/10) 

CLAIRE CHARLES (14/10) 

1ST READER/PSALM 

ROS PHILLIPS (30/09) 

JODIE ERBACHER (06/10) 

YVONNE ISAAK (14/10) 

2ND READING/ALLELUIA 

CAMILLE KELLOWAY (30/09) 

PAT THOMPSON (06/10) 

MARY BURCHELL (14/10) 

EUCHARIST MINISTERS 

ANN WEBSTER, BRETT POLLARD &  

MARY COLLINS (30/09) 

BRIAN COOK, YVONNE ISAAK & 

CLAIRE CHARLES (06/10) 

CARMEL GEESON, CAMILLE KELLOWAY & 

DAWN CLANCY (14/10) 

DATA PROJECTOR 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL (30/09) 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED (06/10) 

CARMEL SCHAUMBURG (14/10) 

MONEY COUNTERS 

DENISE MCCORMACK & JENNIFER LAWLESS (30/09) 

TERESA HEYNEN & BELL FAMILY (06/10) 

KERRY O’CONNOR & CLAIRE CHARLES (14/10) 

GROUNDS ROSTER 

ALAN WELSH & DAVE BAUER (SEPTEMBER) 

MICHAEL & JACK SCHAUMBURG (OCTOBER) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

What if all of us here today embraced the role of 
prophet! Would that all of us listened to the cries of 
the poor and realized how our sins of gluttony and 
greed contribute to global problems! How would 
our world, our community, our lives be changed? 
These are the challenges today’s readings place 
before us. May our minds and hearts be open to 

seeing ourselves in them. 

First Reading 
Numbers 11:25-29 

Would that all the people of the Lord were prophets! 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 19 

The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart 

Second Reading 
St James 5:1-6 

Come rich, weep and wail 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: 
Make us holy in the truth. 

ALLELUIA! 
 

Gospel 
Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

Whoever is not against us is for us 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

For those who store up earthly treasures and 
deny the poor just wages: May they hear the cries 

of the poor and respond with generosity, 
compassion and recompense … we pray, 

For those whose sins of addiction cripple and 
bind them: May the grace and mercy of God free 
them from all earthly desires and may they help 

others on their journey to be free from addictions 
… we pray, 

For all who use their unique God-given gifts to 
work for justice and peace: Like Medad and 

Eldad, may each person’s talents be recognized 
and honoured as they work to build God’s 

kingdom … we pray, 

For peaceful rest for the weary, healing for the 
sick, strength for the weak, and hope for the lost: 

May we be instruments of love and compassion to 
all we meet … we pray, 

For all who will die today, especially those who 
will die alone: May they be welcomed into heaven 

by all the angels and saints … we pray, 

Let us pray together.... 

God, giver of all grace and mercy, hear the 
prayers we place before you and those we hold 

in the silence of our hearts. Strengthen our 
resolve to devote more of our time, talent and 
treasure to those in need. This we ask, through 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Parish Priest:   Fr Hermi Rafada                                              
Ph: 0435 006 513 or 4671 1091                 
email: rafsteel2005@yahoo.com               
 
Parish Contact Details 
69 Callandoon Street  
PO Box 45, Goondiwindi 4390 
stmarysgdi@bigpond.com 
 
St Mary’s School: Mr Brett Pollard 
Ph: 4671 1730 
Parish Safeguarding Rep:  
Mrs Carmel Schaumberg  
Ph: 0419 786 738 

 

Parish Secretary:   

Sarah Hedges 

Mobile Ph: 0429 926 231 

Office Ph: 4671 5087 

Wednesday 9.00am – 3.00pm 
 
 

PARISH INFORMATION 

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

30
TH

   SEPTEMBER, 2018 
 

mailto:rafsteel2005@yahoo.com

