
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HOMILY by Richard Leonard SJ 
John Calvin, one the founding fathers of the Protestant Reformation, reacted against what he saw as 

medieval Catholicism’s adherence to the sacramental law as a means to salvation. ‘If you keep the law, 

the law will keep you.’ He was right to condemn the preaching of some Catholic priests of his day. Calvin 

maintained that since time began God predestined those who, by faith, would be saved. Calvin argued 

that the rest of humanity would be lost. It was impossible to know for certain, Calvin argued, who was 

who. This was tough stuff! 

Within a few years, however, his own congregation in Geneva wanted to know how anyone could be sure 

they were on the right path to salvation. Calvin’s disciples taught that strict and right behaviour was an 

indication of who belonged to those elected by God to be saved. Not dancing, drinking, swearing or 

gambling, but working hard, saving one’s money and the careful observance of the Ten Commandments 

became the benchmarks of the elect. Within a few generations of Calvin’s death, it is easy to see that the 

observance of the strict, Protestant, moral code had replaced the seven Sacraments as the way of being 

assured of heaven. 

The rich young man wanted to be assured of salvation too. He was a good man; an observant Jew and 

someone Jesus looked on with love. But he was hoping the law would save him. He wanted to be sure of 

gaining heaven by jumping through the right hoops, at the right time, for the right reasons. 

Jesus doesn’t reject the importance of faithful and good living, but he offers the young man a relationship 

that would make sense of the choices involved in following him. Without a loving relationship with God, 

who calls us to live the best life we can, the fulfilment of any law, civil or moral, is a tyranny. We do not 

believe in a tyrannical God. 

We do believe, however, in a God who makes demands of us, who often challenges us in the places 

where we are most vulnerable. For the young man, his money was an obstacle. He could not embrace a 

relationship with Jesus because this would have placed in peril his wealth and the comfort that his many 

possessions afforded him. 

For the earliest Christian community today’s Gospel highlights serious issues on which people left their 

company: the role of the law in following Christ; the divide between rich and poor; the commitment 

demanded of followers in the earliest community. In comparison to our forebears in faith, we have 

domesticated this radical edge of the Gospel. 

We often comfort ourselves with the assurance that the law will save us, whereas Jesus tells us that 

salvation comes from a loving relationship with him, shown in the sacrifice of our lives. To the degree 

that any law enables us to deepen this relationship with Jesus and to serve his people, then it is helpful 

and good. If a civil or religious law gets in the road, then its moral authority over us is questionable. 

In a world where the vast majority of the world’s wealth and resources are held and used by a 

dominantly white, educated and, at least nominally, Christian First World, then the demands of today’s 

Gospel should be as confronting to us as they were to the rich young man. ‘There is still one thing you 

lack, sell everything and come follow me.’ It has suited us to move away from this financially hard 

teaching of Jesus. 

The law and money are in themselves neutral things. They can be used for good or evil. At their worst 

the law and money seduce us into pride, greed and power. At their best they can serve the liberation of 

all people and enable our world to better reflect the Kingdom of dignity, justice and equality Jesus taught 

and lived. 

Given that all things are possible for God, let’s pray in this Eucharist that we might stop domesticating 

the Gospel but allow it to lead us more deeply into a relationship with Jesus who looks on us, loves us 

and calls us to write the law of love on our hearts in such a way that there will be justice for all people. 
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Social Bowls & Cards 

will be held on 

Monday, 15th October  

from 9:30 – 12:00 

Come along and enjoy this social 

morning. 

 

Helping Hands & Mah-jong are 

held each Wednesday in the Parish 

Centre from 1-00 – 5.00pm 

All Welcome 

 

 
St Vincent de Paul Meeting - 

Monday, 12th November at 

5pm 

 

Parish Finance Committee 

Meeting - Thursday 11th 

October at 5.15pm 

 

 The Op-Shop is in need 

of Volunteers. 

If you have a spare hour 

or two and would like to 

give a helping hand, 

contact Mary Bell or pop 

in and chat with the 

lovely ladies (Who 

knows, you may find 

some treasure while you 

are there ). 

The Baptism of 

Jake Owen Grayson 

was celebrated at St Mary’s Parish late last month. 

Jake is the son of 

 Ben and Joslyn and little brother to Bryce and Eligh. 

 

May this family know God’s abundant love at all times, as they 

journey through this life on Earth. 
 

 

 

 

Op Shop Opening Hours –  

Tuesday – 9.00 – 3.30pm 

Wednesday – 9.00 - 1.00pm 

Thursday – 9.00 – 4.00pm 

Saturday – 9.00 – 11.30am 

.. 
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Thank-you for your contributions:  

07/10/18 

Envelopes: $297.00    Loose: $156.40  

Direct Deposits: $125/wk (average over a month) 

Parish Bank A/C Details 

A/C Name: ADF St Mary’s Parish Goondiwindi 

BSB: 064-786 A/C Number: 518826001 

If paying by direct deposit, please use your 

initials/surname as the reference. 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
Tuesday…….Kaloma…….11.00am 

Friday…….12.15pm 
 

14th October 2018 
SUNDAY EVENING: Goondiwindi 6.00pm 

 
21st October 2018 

SUNDAY MORNING: Goondiwindi 9.00am 
 

27/28th October 2018 
SATURDAY EVENING: Goondiwindi 6.00pm 
SUNDAY MORNING: Goondiwindi 8.00am 
                                   Family Mass 9.30am 

 
3/4th November 2018 

SATURDAY EVENING: Goondiwindi 6.00pm 
SUNDAY MORNING: Daymar 8.00am 

                                      Weengallon 10.00am 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE: 
Who have entered your kingdom: 
Including Joe Cowmeadow,  Aileen Bennett, Henry Orchard, Mervyn 
Fleming, Elly Heynen Knols (Teresa Heynen’s aunt),Brian O’Brien (FM’s  
Uncle), Nick Heironymus, Stella McGovern, Loretta Brennan, Tom 
Mitchell, Steve Aspinall, Delva Brown, Fay Hunt, Don McDonald, Allan 
Amey, Barry Kindt, Gwendolyn  “Henny”  Makim, Epigenia Cabus (Claire 
& Rose’s sister), Barbara Duffy, Vince O’Brien (Roma), Bishop John 
Gerry, Laurance Martyn, Frank Brosnan, Max Hohn, Kath Johnson, 
Muriel “Sis” Plain (Len Cleal’s sister), Robert Miller, Elaine Symes, June 
Corish, Ted Heironymus, Gloria Glasser, Therese Sullivan, Helen 
Farrell, Fr. Merv Ziesing, Joan Lawson, Thea McNaulty,  
 

Whose anniversary is at this time:  including Gregory Oliver, Ray 

Linton, Roma Ford, Colleen Carrigan, Heather Glasser, Darrell 

Littlewood, Jack Rigney, Bill Bell, Colin Murphy,Peter Ints, Vera Benson, 

Tim Thompson, Colin “Leo” Lowe, Darrell “Darby” Lowe, Anthony “Tony” 

Carrigan, Leonie Choice, Tony Lloyd, Mark Batchelor, Raymond 

McKenna, Teresa Butler, Anna Van Kuijck, Nancy Thurecht, Keith & 

Myrtle Cook,  

 
 Who are ill:  including Josie Vetter, Iris Simpson, Celie Brosnan, Mel 
Cairns,  Joy Collins, Hardy Sutton, Donna Lindores, John Abbot, Angus 
Rigney,  Tom Turvey, Bill Dyer, Trish Dyer, Brian Freeney, Pat & Teresa 
Mullins, Deanna Dawson, Anne Hunt, Kevin Lawless, Ray Mackie, Peter 
Keehn, Joan Fleming, Gloria Bale, David Croft, Tim Bourke, Shirley 
Schluter, Stasia Lawless, Paul Lloyd, Mavis Gordon, Jean Ramada, 
Jean Sizer, Francis Lloyd, Madonna Nicoletti, Stephanie & Chris 
Adamson, Bailey Brennan, Pauline Robinson, Win Skinner, Sonya 
Horrigan, Helen Paige, John Toohey, Marie Cook, Phillip Carney, 
Shirley Riley, and Joseph Hord; also those ill at home, in hospital and for 
those in Kaloma. 

 

We pray for the clergy of the Toowoomba Diocese whose anniversary is during 

this month. 

 

Rev Fr Thomas Murphy (08/10/88)  Rev Fr Michael Mahon (14/10/69) 

Rev Fr Roger Burke (20/10/48)  Rev Fr Edmund O’Donnell (29/10/57) 

  

Lord, hear our prayers and be merciful to your servants, the Bishops and Priests of this Diocese 
whom you have called from this life. Welcome them into the company of your Saints in the Kingdom 
of light and peace. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WELCOMERS AT DOOR 

FAY PFINGST & PAULINE CORCORAN (14/10) 

SHAN PURCELL (21/10) 

DENISE MCCORMACK & MARIE LLOYD (28/10) 

WELCOMER AT MICROPHONE 

CLAIRE CHARLES (14/10) 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL (21/10) 

PAT THOMPSON (28/10) 

1ST READER/PSALM 

YVONNE ISAAK (14/10) 

ANN WEBSTER (21/10) 

GRAHAM MCGOVERN (28/10) 

2ND READING/ALLELUIA 

MARY BURCHELL (14/10) 

CAMILLE KELLOWAY (21/10) 

YVONNE ISAAK (28/10) 

EUCHARIST MINISTERS 

CARMEL GEESON, CAMILLE KELLOWAY & 

DAWN CLANCY (14/10) 

MICK CLANCY, ROS PHILLIPS & 

MARY BURCHELL (21/10) 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL, CARMEL SCHAUMBURG & 

DAWN LLOYD (28/10) 

DATA PROJECTOR 

CARMEL SCHAUMBURG (14/10) 

MARY COLLINS (21/10) 

ROS PHILLIPS (28/10) 

MONEY COUNTERS 

KERRY O’CONNOR & CLAIRE CHARLES (14/10) 

TERRY & MARGARET RYAN (21/10) 

KAREN CAIRNS & MARY COLLINS (28/10)  

GROUNDS ROSTER 

MICHAEL & JACK SCHAUMBURG (OCTOBER) 

DAN & LISA GALL (NOVEMBER) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

We have heard in Scripture that God’s ways are not 
always our human ways. The readings this week pose 
a challenge to each of us to remain faithful to God’s 
ways — to seek God’s wisdom, to hear and embrace 
God’s word and to make God a priority in all of life, 
resisting the distractions of wealth and possession. 

First Reading 
Wisdom 7:7-11 

Nothing compares to the gift of wisdom 

Responsorial Psalm 

Fill us with love, O Lord,  
and we will sing for joy. 

 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 4:12-13 

God’s word penetrates our soul and spirit 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 
Happy the poor in spirit, 

The kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
ALLELUIA! 

 

Gospel 
Mark 10:17-30 

Make God our priority in life 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

For places in our world that suffer violence; for 
leaders who have the power to defuse human 
conflict with justice and wisdom; for courage among 
all to speak what is true and do what is right, we 
pray: 

With gratitude for the lives of Pope Paul VI and 
Archbishop Oscar Romero, on this weekend of their 
canonization, for grace to imitate their wisdom and 
global commitment to the people of God, we pray: 

For time set aside for the practices of prayer, 
rooting ourselves in God’s transforming word, 
seeking the gifts of prudence and wisdom, we pray: 

In this month set aside for the respect for all life, for 
commitment among us to cherish the elderly and 
care for the unborn, to feed the hungry, welcome 
the immigrant, and educate children who are our 
future and our hope, we pray: 

For all the sick of our parish community and for 
those who care for them; for those who live with 
addiction or face depression each day; for all who 
yearn for healing, we pray 

For those who have died this past week, and for the 
intentions of all gathered here, we pray: 

Let us pray together.... 
Loving and patient God, fill our stubborn hearts with 

immeasurable grace as we seek the gift of wisdom and 
surrender our resistance so we will allow you to be our 
priority in all we do, think and say. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, your Son. Amen. 

 

and generous in our time and talent. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, your Son. Amen. 

 
Parish Priest:   Fr Hermi Rafada                                              
Ph: 0435 006 513 or 4671 1091                 
email: rafsteel2005@yahoo.com               
 
Parish Contact Details 
69 Callandoon Street  
PO Box 45, Goondiwindi 4390 
stmarysgdi@bigpond.com 
 
St Mary’s School: Mr Brett Pollard 
Ph: 4671 1730 
Parish Safeguarding Rep:  
Mrs Carmel Schaumberg  
Ph: 0419 786 738 

 

Parish Secretary:   

Sarah Hedges 

Mobile Ph: 0429 926 231 

Office Ph: 4671 5087 

Wednesday 9.00am – 3.00pm 
 
 

PARISH INFORMATION 

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

14
TH

   OCTOBER, 2018 
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