
  

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Catholics we have no problem with the time-bound nature of the Bible. In fact we appreciate it, believing 
that the scriptures deserve to be read within their context, and also need careful interpretation. And while 
the Catholic Feminist Association may not choose to have today’s first reading as the opening text at their 
next convention, we would be mistaken to hear it only in terms of our world today.  

The Book of Proverbs is a distillation of sayings and teachings which had grown up over hundreds of years, 
most probably from Rabbis and Scribes. Its world is a vastly different one to ours. This is clearly seen in the 
tasks of the ‘capable wife’. She is praised for her work with wool, flax, in the vineyard and in real estate. It’s 
only in the context of an agrarian society that the power of this text makes sense.  

Until quite recently, women in Palestinian society, and in wider society for that matter, were considered the 
‘possessions’ of their husbands. They could be bought, sold, divorced, or killed without any appeal to the 
law. Wives in this society had no legally recognised human rights. They were expected to serve and shut-
up.  

By contrast, then, this text from the Book of Proverbs, which can seem so old-fashioned to us, was a 
liberating text in its day. A woman’s right to work is not only defended, but also extolled. She is praised for 
her creativity, wisdom, goodness, strength, sense of justice, generosity, joy and faith. In any age and for 
either gender this is not a bad list of virtues toward which we should all aspire.  

And these days of course, through the ongoing revelation of the Spirit, we believe that what the Book of 
Proverbs expects and praises in a capable wife, we should equally look for in a capable husband.  

It is almost possible that Jesus had women in mind when he shared the parable of the talents in today’s 
Gospel. What can often get lost in the debates about who should be ordained in today’s Church, is that 
women have always and still ‘lead’ the Church in powerful and long-lasting ways. From the extraordinary 
abilities of religious and lay women in Catholic welfare, education, healthcare, overseas missions and 
theological reflections, to wives and mothers whose daily witness to the fidelity and goodness of God, this 
all reveals in innumerable ways the power of the parable of the talents. The reality is that if it were not for 
women’s leadership, commitment and faith, it would be hard to see how the Church could survive. We 
would not be able to continue almost all of our ministries.  

None of this minimises the pain and hurt some women have experienced at the hands of the Church. Some 
feel as though their particular contribution to the life of the Church has not been fully realised.  

All we can hope and pray for is that we may find ways to use everyone’s talents for the building up of the 
Kingdom of God, and that we may see that everyone’s contribution, irrespective of gender, is precious and 
worthy of praise.         By Fr. Richard Leonard 

 

As a community that values the gifts of all who 
participate in our parish, I extend an invitation 
to all to join in thanking those who help with 

ministries each weekend.  Please come along to 
a thanksgiving Mass at 5.30pm followed by a 
BBQ on the 27th November.  BYO salad and 

drinks. Please come along a take a moment to be 
thankful and enjoy a social parish evening 

together. 

Communal 

Reconciliation in 

preparation for 

celebrating Christmas 

will be held on 

Thursday,  

 14
th

 December at 

11.00am and 5.30pm. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fancy a game of Indoor Bowls or Cards?   
Come along to the Parish Centre at 9.30am on 
the 20th November. New faces very welcome to 

this social morning.  
 

The next St. Mary’s Luncheon  
will be held on the 27th November  

commencing at 11.30am  
in the Parish Centre.   

Come and enjoy some fellowship with friends.   
All Welcome. 

 

St Vincent De Paul Meeting 
St. Vinnies Shop, 4th December, at 5.00pm 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET THE GOLF DAY!! 19/11/17 
Nominations now open for a three ball 

Ambrose competition, with great prizes.  
Please nominate at the Pro Shop.  If you are 
not a golfer, please come out in the afternoon 

to relax and enjoy the free BBQ!! A great 
opportunity for a gathering of School and 
Parish.  FREE ENTERTAINMENT 4-6PM 

During the year these 5 enterprising young Year 4 students have been collecting the eggs from the  
St. Mary’s chooks and selling them.  They raised $200.00.  They then had to make the decision where the 
money was to go as a donation.  Without any help, they chose Kaloma.  Last week at Mass Penni Roberts 

accepted their kind donation.  The children involved (l-r) Bridie Cover, Annabelle Troughton,  
Georgia Henderson, Abbey Smith-Power and Gemma Welsh. 

On the 27th November we will host our last Parish Luncheon for 2017. As it is felt that there is a need 

for a break next year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have worked 

tirelessly over these years to offer hospitality and welcome to all who have attended.  Many people 

over these years have valued the social aspect of coming together to enjoy each other’s company.  This 

has only been made possible by the generous and kind giving of self by these volunteers in our parish 

community.  Thank you to Jane Blomley who has coordinated these events and organised 

entertainment for all to enjoy.  If you are one of these volunteers, please consider coming to our 

thanksgiving Mass and BBQ on the 27th November, so our community can extend its gratitude.  

Thank you and God Bless, Father Michael 



GROUNDS ROSTER 

NOVEMBER: ALAN & MARK WELSH  

DECEMBER: T. RYAN & G. MCGOVERN 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

MASS TIMES  
Wednesday (22/11) St Mary’s Awards Night  

at the Cultural Centre at 6.00pm 
Thursday (23/11)……Rosary 5.10pm….Mass 5.30pm  

Friday (24/11)……………….Mass 5.30pm and 
Year 6 Graduation Mass at 5.30pm 

 

18th/19 November, 2017 

SUNDAY MORNING: 9.00am (followed by Golf Day!) 

 

25th/26th November, 2017 

SATURDAY EVENING: 6.00pm Goondiwindi 

SUNDAY MORNING: 8.00am Goondiwindi 

9.30am Family Mass 

 

2nd/3rd December, 2017 
SUNDAY MORNING:8.00am Weengallon & 10.00am Daymar 
SUNDAY EVENING: 6.00pm Goondiwindi PLEASE NOTE 

 
9th/10th December, 2017 

SUNDAY EVENING: 6.00pm Goondiwindi 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR Those who have entered your kingdom:  including,  

Muriel “Sis” Plain (Len Cleal’s sister), Robert Miller, Elaine Symes, June 

Corish, Ted Heironymus, Gloria Glasser, Therese Sullivan, Helen 

Farrell, Fr. Merv Ziesing, Joan Lawson, Thea McNaulty, Kevin “Skeet” 

McMaster, David Hollis, Frank Lawless (Stasia’s son), Pauline Pollock, 

Monica Peters (Kath Gore’s Aunt), John Clancy, Margaret Cook, Marie 

Dutton, Patricia MacBeth (Lismore), Kevin Heironymus, Patricia Manton, 

Helen Zeller, Richard Everingham, Rosemary Keehn, Jim Coleman, Tim 

Murphy, Margaret Piedl, Margaret Murphy, Glen Manton,  Father Tom 

Sheeran, Veronica Rayner, Grant Carrigan, Isabel Coleman. 

For all whose anniversary is at this time:  including Desley Hawker, 

Alicia Devine, Joan Spink, Norman Phillips, Byron Carrigan, Ann-Maree 

Hoole, Sue Reardon, Beverley Brumpton, Kenneth Robinson, Howard 

Mullins, Harold Clayton, Carmain “Bub” Porter, Gregory Oliver, Ray 

Linton, Roma Ford, Colleen Carrigan, Heather Glasser, Darrell 

Littlewood, Jack Rigney, Bill Bell, Colin Murphy. 

For those who are ill:  including Kath Johnson,  Donna Lindores, John 

Abbot, Angus Rigney, Steve Aspinall, Jan Jan Charles, Tom Turvey, Bill 

Dyer, Trish Dyer, Brian Freeney, Pat & Teresa Mullins, Deanna Dawson, 

Anne Hunt, Kevin Lawless, Ray Mackie, Peter Keehn, Joan Fleming, 

Frank Brosnan, Gloria Bale, David Croft, Tim Bourke, Joe Cowmeadow, 

Shirley Schluter, Stasia Lawless, Paul Lloyd, Mavis Gordon, Jean 

Ramada, Stella McGovern, Jean Sizer, Francis Lloyd, Madonna 

Nicoletti, Kathy McDonald, Steph Adamson, Bailey Brennan, Pauline 

Robinson, Win Skinner, Sonya Horrigan, Helen Paige, John Toohey, 

Marie Cook, Phillip Carney, Shirley Riley, and Joseph Hord; also those 

ill at home, in hospital and for those in Kaloma. 

 

WELCOMERS AT DOOR 

ANNE WEBSTER & MARY BELL (19/11) 

SHIRLEY WHITTLE & CLAIRE CHARLES (25/11) 

DENISE MCCORMACK & MARIE LLOYD (02/12) 

 

WELCOMER AT MICROPHONE 

MARY COLLINS (19/11) 

PAT THOMPSON (25/11) 

ROS PHILLIPS (02/12) 

 

1
ST

 READER/PSALM 

ANDREW ERBACHER (19/11) 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED (25/11) 

MARY COLLINS (02/12) 

 

2
ND

 READING/ALLELUIA 

GRAHAM MCGOVERN (19/11) 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED (25/11) 

MARY BURCHELL (02/12) 

 

EUCHARIST MINISTERS 

DAWN CLANCY, BRIAN COOK &  

ST MARY’S STAFF (19/11) 

CARMEL SCHAUMBURG, CARMEL GEESON & 

MARY COLLINS (25/11) 

MICK CLANCY, YVONNE ISAAK &  

CLAIRE CHARLES (02/12) 

 

DATA PROJECTOR 

MARY COLLINS (19/11) 

LEEANN WELSH (25/11) 

ROS PHILLIPS (02/12) 

 

MONEY COUNTERS 

TERESA HEYNEN & BELL FAMILY (19/11)FAY 

CLARK & KAREN CAIRNS (25/11) 

KERRY O’CONNOR & CLAIRE CHARLES (02/12) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Thank-you for your contributions: 

13/11/17 

Envelopes: $252.00 Loose: $204.60 
 

Parish Bank A/C Details  

A/C Name: ADF St Mary’s Parish 

Goondiwindi 

BSB: 064-786 

A/C Number: 518826001 

If paying by direct deposit, please use your 

initials/surname as the reference. 

 

 

Let us pray for all those clergy whose anniversaries occur during this month: 

Rev Fr William McGovern (03/11/56)  Rev Fr Cornelius Cahalane (12/11/59) 

Rev Fr Charles Daly (13/11/55)  Ven A/Deacon Leo Hayes (17/11/67) 

Rev Fr Francis Leonard (17/11/06)  Rev Fr John Dowd (21/11/78) 

Rev Fr William McCormack (23/11/89) 

Lord, be merciful to your servants; welcome them into the company of your Saints in the 

Kingdom of light and peace. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 



THANK-YOU FOR YOUR 
Contributions: 2 

 
ENVELOPES     $324.00 
LOOSE  $165.00 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33
RD

 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

19
TH

 NOVEMBER, 2017 
  

  Introduction 
 

The closing of the church year is an 
opportunity for deep reflection. We hear 

advice again today about paying attention 
and planning for what will inevitably come 
in each of our lives. Our readings speak of 
wisdom, courage and using the strengths 
and gifts given. This may be a good time 

to take a breath, step back, and think 
about what really matters. 

 
 

First Reading 

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
Advice to a king on a worthy life. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 

Happy are those who fear the Lord. 
 

Second Reading 
Thessalonians 5:1-6 

Stay alert, for the day of the Lord will come 
 

ALLELLUIA!  ALLELLUIA! 
Live in me and let me live in you, says 
the Lord; my branches bear much fruit 

ALLELUIA! 
 

Gospel 
Matthew 25:14-30 

A parable on acting responsibly as we 
await the future. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 
For the whole church, that we may 

respond to the challenge given to us by 
Christ … we pray, 

For those who do not appreciate or trust 
the gifts they have been given … we pray, 

For programs and policies that create new 
skills and strengths to replace those no 

longer needed … we pray. 

For our upcoming State elections, that the 
needs of all will be in the hearts of those 

who are elected next Saturday......we pray, 

For all in this community who need help or 
encouragement, especially the sick or 

lonely, the discouraged or depressed … 
we pray, 

For all in this community who are in 
special need of love and compassion, 
especially the sick, the dying and the 

grieving…we pray, 
 

Let us pray together: 
 

Generous God, you are the giver of all 
that we have. Give us the vision, 

courage and strength to use our gifts to 
benefit others. In this darkening time of 

the year, we pray that we may be 
people of light. We humbly ask this in 

Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 

 

Parish Priest:   Fr. Michael O’Brien 
Phone: 0422 308 955 or 4671 1091 
      

St Mary’s School:  
Mr Brett Pollard   Ph: 4671 1730  
Care for the Aged Co-ordinator:  
Mrs Jane Blomley   Ph: 4675 4132 
Parish Safeguarding Rep:  
Mrs Carmel Schaumberg 0419 786 738 
 
Father Michael’s house Phone: 4671 1091 
stmarysgdi@bigpond.com 
69 Callandoon Street or 
PO Box 45, Goondiwindi 4390 

Parish Secretary:   

Mrs Kath Gore 

Mob: 0427 771478 

Office: 46 715087 

Friday:  

9.30am – 3.30pm 

 

PARISH INFORMATION 


