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 “EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Welcome to Week 2 of the term. The classrooms have been “full steam ahead” with quality teaching and 
learning going on.  
 

A request to parents; if you have any queries about your child’s progress, please speak to your child’s teacher 
earlier rather than later, so they can help your child overcome any difficulties that they may be encountering at 
work or play.  Teachers in turn, will contact parents if they have any issues that they need to discuss.  
 

Thank you to those parents who have offered to be interviewed for the Toowoomba Catholic Schools 
Quadrennial Review of St Mary’s School, which was advertised in last week’s Links. I have included the 
information in this Links again and ask for more parents to please put their names forward to be interviewed 
about the school. The SRIP (School Renewal & Improvement Procedure) process is a positive experience where 
all members of the community are asked for input that will help the school to develop its plan for the next four 
years.  
 

Toowoomba Catholic Schools Quadrennial Review 

 

Information for Parents and the Community 
Every four years, all schools in the Toowoomba Diocese undergo a review. These reviews are an important part 
of how Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office monitors and supports schools in the Diocese. The reviews are 
about providing schools with quality and independent feedback to help them continue to improve learning 
outcomes for students. They are not used to compare schools or to rate the performance of school staff. Each 
school is reviewed every four years, providing valuable opportunities for self-reflection and improvement. The 
reviews are conducted by a panel consisting of The Director: Teaching and Learning or nominee, the school’s 
Senior Education Leader and a peer Principal over a three-day period. 

 

Review Process 
This review includes consultation with the school community through one-on-one or group interviews where 
two questions are asked:  

1. “What does the school do well?”  
2. “What could the school do better?” 

 

This includes: 

• Information from the school’s continuous inquiry and reflection as a part of the school improvement 
cycle 

• Consideration of school strategic and annual action plans 

• The school’s teaching and learning plans 
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• Other data sources eg. NAPLAN, school satisfaction surveys 
 

Through Appreciative Inquiry, the external review provides a school with a comprehensive review report that 
identifies findings and offers improvement strategies for consideration, reflection and action over the next four 
years in: 

• Improvement plans 

• The school’s four-year strategic plan and subsequent annual action plans 
 

The review report or an executive summary is published on the school website. The report and the interviews 
with community members is based in the School Renewal and Improvement (SRI) framework domains and 
components which provide aspirational descriptors of the day-to-day work of schools. 

 

Parent and Community Participation 
Feedback from parents and the community is an important part of school reviews, with everyone encouraged 
to participate. To register your interest in participating in the review, please contact me by email: 
brett.pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

School Student Protection Contacts 
The safety and wellbeing of our students is of the highest importance at St Mary’s Parish School. As with all non-
state schools, we have nominated School Student Protection Contacts who are staff members that students can 
raise concerns of abuse, harm or inappropriate behaviour by others. At St Mary’s Parish School, our School 
Student Protection Contacts are:  
Emma Farrow (Middle School Leader)  
Kristina Griffiths (Year 5 Teacher)  
Brett Pollard (Principal)  
 

All school staff receive regular training and information to be able to respond to student protection concerns. 
Please contact the Principal should you have any queries regarding student protection processes at St Mary’s 
Parish School.  
 

Sign In and Out Registers  
A reminder to parents that it is a legal requirement for our school to maintain a register of all visitors who enter 
the school during the day. If you visit the school for ANY reason, you are asked to sign the register available in 
the school office. You are required to sign out before you leave the school grounds.  
 

Parents bringing children to school late MUST sign the children in at the office on the register available. If a child 
is collected during the day, the register must be completed by firstly signing the child out; if the child is returned 
to school (perhaps after a dentist/doctor visit) parents/caregivers are required to sign the child in on their 
return. 
 

Early Arrival at School 
We have noted a concerning trend of students arriving at school between 7.45 and 8.15am. We request that 
students arrive at school from 8.15am (unless they are attending OSHC Before School Care). This request is 
purely from a student protection point of view as there is no supervision by staff until 8.20am. All primary 
students are required to sit in the undercover area once they have placed their bags outside their classroom 
door.  
 

In the afternoons, parents are kindly requested to please collect their children from the undercover area rather 
than at the classroom door. This eases the congestion at this busy time of day. 

 

Quote of the Week 
Success is liking yourself, 

Liking what you do, 
And liking how you do it. 

 Maya Angelou 
Have a great week. 
Brett Pollard 
Principal 
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Following Directions 

It is with no small amount of irony that I sit down to write my LINKS article tonight, given that our Positive Behaviour focus for the 
week is around following directions.  Only a few hours ago I was caught up in conversation with some of our Secondary School 
students in the car after Border District Sport Trials in Stanthorpe and missed Google Maps directions which gave us all the 
opportunity to drive through downtown Texas on the way home.  Yes, directions are important for all of us! 

As you will be aware, we have a new school behaviour process which centres around the key principles of Being Respectful, Being 
Responsible and Being Aware.  This week’s focus is on Being Respectful of Directions given.  I spoke to the students at both our 
primary school and secondary school assemblies about the importance of following directions as a member of the community that 
encompasses nearly 1000 students, staff, parents and siblings.  In particular, we spoke about the fact that directions that we give are 
intentionally given to ensure the safety, wellbeing and educational growth of every one of our students.   

The key message is that directions are to be followed in a respectful, timely and appropriate manner.  I have been largely impressed 
with the way our students do follow directions given and am looking forward to hearing feedback from teachers reading this later in 
the week.  No doubt St Mary’s students will follow directions from teachers much better than a certain Deputy Principal does from 
Google Maps! 

Co-Curricular News 

Border District 

Despite the ‘Tour de Texas’ mentioned above, the St Mary’s sporting year got off to a great start with 5 of our secondary students 
attending summer sport trials in Stanthorpe this week.  All our students performed well in touch, tennis and cricket.  With 4 of the 5 
being ‘bottom age’ or 13 in an Under 15 age group, we look forward to seeing them return for another trial next year.  
Congratulations to Caitlin Fisher who was selected in the U15 Girls Border District Touch Football Team which will participate in the 
regional trials later this month.  Congratulations Caitlin. 

District Swimming Trials 

The coming week will see 30 of our students attend Border District and Mac Zone District Swimming Trials here in Goondiwindi.  We 
wish all our swimmers the very best of luck for the first step of their representative pathway.  Please contact Mr Capra ASAP if your 
son/daughter has missed nominating for either of these events. 

Instrumental Music Lessons and Choir Program 

Our Instrumental Music Program and Choir will be up and running next week.  Please double check timetables that have been sent 
out by Mr Jessen and Mrs Klowss to ensure that students are organised and ready to make a great start to the year! 

Year Level Information Evenings 

Over the coming weeks each year level will hold an information evening where we invite all parents and caregivers to attend 
meetings specific to the teaching and learning for each class.  All Primary School information meetings will be held in the Library and 
the Secondary School meetings will be held in the hall. Please note the following times: 

Prep Monday 11 February – 5.30pm 

Year 1 Monday 4 February – 5.30pm 

Year 2 Tuesday 5 February – 5.30pm 

Year 3  Wednesday 13 February – 5.30pm 

Year 4 Wednesday 20 February – 5.30pm 

Year 5 Thursday 7 February – 5.30pm 

Year 6 Tuesday 12 February – 5.30pm 

Year 7 Wednesday 6 February – 5.30pm  

Year 8, 9 and 10 Wednesday 6 February – 6.30pm 

 

Staff Professional Development 
As you may be aware, during the first term of each school year in particular, there are numerous professional development 
opportunities as well as cluster meetings for our staff.  These include Diocesan Reading Strategy, Well Being, Leadership, Curriculum, 
Graduate Teacher programs, in-service into Diocesan Teaching and Learning software and learning area or portfolio specific 
workshops.  This does mean that staff will be called into Toowoomba throughout the term and relief staff will be working with our 
classes to ensure that there is minimal disruption to learning.  At times our Executive Team will also be called in to attend various 
portfolio and leadership specific meetings and professional development. We thank parents for your support of these opportunities 
and your patience during our brief absences. 
 
  

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Swimming Timetable Term 1 – PLEASE NOTE REVISED TIMETABLE 
Swimming commences Week 2 of term. Classes that appear in yellow indicate travel by bus. Please ensure your child 

packs suncreen, rash shirt, swimmers, goggles, swim cap and thongs on their specific swimming day. To avoid confusion 

with delivery of orders, we ask that parents please refrain from ordering tuckshop on the days your child is swimming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Capra 

Deputy Principal 

David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au  
 

 
 

 

 

Whole School Mass 

Our first Mass for the year will be held Monday 11th February at 9am.  This Mass will also include the 
presentation of leadership badges. Due to our increasing numbers, this Mass will be held in the Centenary 
Centre. We warmly encourage all our families to attend this special event.  

Year 6 Outreach 

Each year, our Year 6 students participate in Mass with the residents at Kaloma and help to deliver meals to 
members of our community through Meal on Wheels. Permission slips outlining the exact details have been 
sent home with your child. If you wish for your child to be included in these community outreach initiatives, 
we ask that you return the permission slip at your earliest convenience.  

P & F AGM 

The P&F AGM Meeting is scheduled for Monday 11th February at the Golf Club for a 6.00pm start. We invite all 
families to attend this meeting and share their ideas.   

Wishing you all a fabulous week ahead,  

 

Karra Suhr 
APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
  

FROM THE APRE 
 

mailto:David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
 

 

 

 

BOOKCLUB 

Mrs. Emma Petrie will now be the school contact for Book Club. The 
first issue will go home tomorrow. Please note Book Club is due Friday 
8th February at 3pm. Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be 

accepted. Thank you for your support of Book Club, all purchases 
contribute to reward points for our school library. 

 

Emma Petrie 
Emma.petrie@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

MAKE IT MOVE THURSDAY! 

First & Second Break - Library  
PREP TO YEAR 10 

Fancy making a RUBE GOLDBERG MACHINE? 

Or possibly a 3D optical illusion? 

BRING IN YOUR RECYCLED ITEMS! 
  

TIMES TABLE CLUB 
THURSDAY! 

8:00am – 8:30am – Library 

YEAR 2 TO YEAR 6 

 
Please click here to indicate your child’s interest to participate in 
the Term One Extension and Enrichment Program.  
 

Ms Anna Jones  
Extension & Enrichment Coordinator & Year 4/5/6 Middle Leader 
Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au  

  

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT 
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We currently have several confirmed cases of Whooping Cough at St Mary’s School. Please see the attached 

flyer for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
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