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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

Welcome to Week 3 of the term. The first P & F meeting was held on Monday evening and we congratulate 
Chantal Corish (President), Yolande Woods (Treasurer) and Bec Raymond (Secretary) who were elected to be 
Office Bearers of the P & F Committee. They are already in Moonlight Carnival mode and will be soon asking 
for volunteers to assist in the organising of the whole event. The last Moonlight Carnival was a superb evening 
enjoyed by all and I’m sure that we are going to enjoy a wonderful 2019 Moonlight Carnival.   
 

Do you give your kids experiences or things? 
This week I wanted to share with you an article written by Michael Grose. He asks the question, do you give 
your kids experiences or things? In today’s world every time you ask someone how they are, it is not unusual 
for them to answer with the word ‘busy’. I thought this article was a good read to remind us as parents to take 
some time and actually do something with our children particularly if you are feeling life is too busy at the 
moment! 
 

There’s a range of research that says experiences bring people more happiness than material goods. The same 
principle applies to family life. There’s a temptation in our current culture to ply our kids with stuff. It’s hard as 
kids want stuff – clothes, toys, gadgets, technology. The reasons are varied including: 
“…because it’s new.” 
“…all my friends have one.” 
“...you’ve always given me stuff.” 
 

One filter you can use when kids come to you asking for stuff is to ask, “Is this something you need or something 
you want?” Kids often want a great deal of “stuff” but they don’t necessarily need stuff. Help them understand 
the difference. Better to spoil them with experiences such as: 
• One-on-one time with a parent (do something together) 
• Two on-one time with parents (spending time with both parents) 
• Going somewhere new and fun (a park, museum or movie) 
• Doing something outside (walking, playing a game, camping in the backyard) 

• Doing something risky and new (giant swing, riding your bike alone and meeting them at school) 

 

The list of experiences you can provide is endless so you don’t need me to point them out. Rather think about 
the experiences versus the stuff that you provide for your kids. If you err on the side of giving kids heaps of stuff 
at the expense of experiences, then I encourage you to swing the pendulum the other way. Doing so will save 
you money and take more of your time but will result in richer relationships and a myriad of memories sure to 
outlast any stuff you buy them. 
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Toowoomba Catholic Schools Quadrennial Review 
Thank you to those parents who have offered to be interviewed for the Toowoomba Catholic Schools 
Quadrennial Review of St Mary’s School, which was advertised in the last two weeks of Links. I have included a 
shortened version of the information in this Links and ask for parents to please forward their names to be 
interviewed about the school. The SRIP process is a positive experience where all members of the community 
are asked for input that will help the school to develop it’s plan for the next four years.  
 

Parent and Community Participation 
Feedback from parents and the community is an important part of school reviews, with everyone encouraged 
to participate. To register your interest in participating in the review, please contact your principal by email: 
brett.pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

Quote of the Week 
My therapist told me the way to achieve true inner peace is to finish what I start. 

So far, I have finished two bags of M&Ms and a chocolate cake. 
I feel better already. 

Dave Barry 
Have a great week. 
Brett Pollard 
Principal 
 
 
 

 

What a weekend for the Goondiwindi community! As a new comer to town and the Hell of the West I was blown 
away (literally in Saturday afternoon’s dust storm) and metaphorically all weekend by the quality of this event.  
From our tenacious student competitors on Saturday morning through to the dozens of parents and staff who 
competed, volunteered and organised the HOTW, the St Mary’s community were well and truly out in force! 
Congratulations to all involved. 

As I reflect on the weekend that was, the central theme that seems to come forward is around pride.  The pride 
shown in the town and people of Goondiwindi was evident in the competition, the hosting, the organisation 
and the support shown for both locals, those new to town and visitors. 

This theme of pride is central to our positive behaviour focus for the week, Being Respectful of Shared Spaces.  
I can very comfortably say that in my experience across a number of schools, as a staff member, parent or 
visitor, St Mary’s students sit head and shoulders above the rest.  Our shared spaces are well looked after and 
respected, a tangible demonstration of the pride in our community.  Does this mean that we give this one a tick 
and move on?  Definitely not. There is always room for improvement and my message to students this week is 
to seek to take responsibility to ensure that they leave facilities better than they found them, actively pick up 
rubbish, tuck in chairs, turn of lights and fans etc to maintain our very high standard.  Working off a very strong 
starting point is just that, a starting point! I look forward to seeing the continued pride of our students at school 
and in the future community events. 

Staff reported back positively on last week’s focus on following directions which was great to hear. I would 
encourage parents to perhaps use our weekly focus at home as well.  When our students hear a consistent 
message, it will sink in much faster and be retained longer. Who knows, you might even find direction being 
followed a little better at home and shared spaces looked after a little better!  I certainly hope there is this knock 
on effect in the Capra household! 

Representative Sport 
This week will see 30 plus St Mary’s students attending Border District and Mac Zone swimming trials.  This is 
the first step in the Queensland School Sport Swimming pathway and a great opportunity for our swimmers to 
see their hard work in training come to fruition, either in terms of selection, achievement of personal bests or 
an understanding of work that needs to be done for further improvement.  All great outcomes and a significant 
part of an athletes journey. 
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Bus Reminder 
If your child has been marked ON the bus and your plans change throughout the day, please contact the school 
BEFORE 2.30pm. This is imperative to ensure the information given to the teacher on bus duty is the most up 
to date arrangements which ensures the safety of all students. This also ensures the smooth running of bus 
collection in the afternoons. 

 

Swimming Timetable Term 1 
Swimming commenced in Week 2 of term. Classes that appear in yellow indicate travel by bus. Please ensure 

your child packs suncreen, rash shirt, swimmers, goggles, swim cap and thongs on their specific swimming day. 

To avoid confusion with delivery of orders, we ask that parents please refrain from ordering tuckshop on the 

days your child is swimming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Capra 

Deputy Principal 

David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au  
 

 

 

 
 

 
Congratulations to the all of the students on their participation in our Opening Mass on Monday! It was our first 
Mass celebration in the Centenary Centre and we were very happy with how it ran. Thank you to our P&F for 
soundproofing the Centenary Centre over the holidays. It has made such a positive change to the sound quality 
and we can now have celebrations like Mass in there with great success. 
 

We appreciate all the positive feedback we have received about the Mass. Congratulations to all our student 
leaders for 2019 who were acknowledged at this Mass. We look forward to many more uplifting celebrations 
like this throughout the year! 
 

  

FROM THE APRE 
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Year 6 Outreach  
Each year, our Year 6 students participate in Mass with the residents at 
Kaloma and help to deliver meals to members of our community through 
Meal on Wheels. Permission slips outlining the exact details have been 
sent home with your child. If you wish for your child to be included in these 
community outreach initiatives, we ask that you return the permission slip 
at your earliest convenience.  
 

Today was our first Meals on Wheels delivery for the term. 
Congratulations to Pippa Gore, Isobel Stewart and Charlotte Rocks who 
represented the school with pride today during our deliveries.  
 

Seeking Sponsorship 
The school is working towards updating our School and House flags (MacKillop is complete). In this process we 
have decided that some honour boards for each Sporting House, School Captains and Student Council Executive 
would also be great! This would become a place to acknowledge and remember our past leaders more visually 
throughout the year. 
 

We are asking if any families would like to contribute towards the printing of these banners. Your family name 
would be placed at the bottom of the board, just like the Sporting House signs. Please email me if you can 
contribute in any way. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Karra Suhr 
APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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Maths Differentiation 

Year 4 & Year 6 
One aim of the St Mary’s Extension and 

Enrichment program is to ensure all students 

work to their mathematical potential, 

experience success, strive towards a personal 

Term 1 maths goal, and display persistence 

when present with a mathematical challenge.   

The Year 4 and Year 6 students have had the 

opportunity to display their mathematical 

ability within the Number and Fraction strands 

during Week 2 and Week 3 of Term 1.   

Our Year 4 and Year 6 teachers have collated 

data to acknowledge: 

- Who in my class has already achieved 

aspects of Number and Fractions within the Year 4 and Year 6 Maths Curriculum by the end 

of Week 3, Term 1, 2019? 

- Who requires additional support? 

- Who requires extension material? 

This is all part of our whole school mathematical differentiation approach to learning.  Each student 

will have a clear understanding of their achievement level at the beginning of Term 1 and will have 

clear mathematical goals to strive towards for the completion of Term 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT 
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MAKE IT MOVE THURSDAY! 

First & Second Break - Library  
PREP TO YEAR 10 

 

 

 

TIMES TABLE CLUB 
THURSDAY! 

8:00am – 8:30am – Library 

YEAR 2 TO YEAR 6 
 

Ms Anna Jones  
Extension & Enrichment Coordinator & Year 4/5/6 Middle Leader 
Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

For Sale – BRAND NEW Size 14 & 16 MacKillop House Shirts. Please contact the 

front office for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
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Currently there are a high number of cases of gastro presenting at school (as well as whooping cough). If your 

child is unwell please do not send them to school until they are well again. 

See the attached flyer for more information regarding Pertusis (whooping cough). 
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