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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

Dear Families 

 

Deputy Principal Appointment  
I am delighted to announce the Executive Director’s appointment of Mr David Capra as Deputy Principal of St 
Mary’s Parish School from January 2019. This is a new position at the school, which is to assist with the growth 
of student numbers being experienced at the school and for future development. David will be a welcome 
addition to the Leadership Team comprising of myself and Karra.  
 

David comes highly recommended from Ambrose Treacy College in Brisbane where he has been the Director 
of Co-curricular Activities for several years. David has taught Religion and Senior Health & Physical Education 
in various Catholic Schools in the Rockhampton and Brisbane Dioceses. He is a rugby union, cricket and 
athletics coach as well as a deep-water rescue, canoeing and kayaking instructor. David has a keen interest in 
curriculum development and the delivering of meaningful teaching and learning experiences in the classroom 
and is a committed team player. David, his wife Sarah and their 2 children, look forward to joining the 
Goondiwindi community next year.   
 

Pupil Free Day 

Monday 22nd October (Week 3) is a Pupil Free Day at St Mary’s Parish School and in all schools in Queensland. 
This is an important professional learning day when teachers from different schools enhance their professional 
knowledge.  
 

Prep Orientation  
On Tuesday 30th October 2018, we will hold a Prep Information Evening starting at 5pm. This is an important 
meeting to attend for our 2019 Prep parents. Following this meeting, we will welcome our 2019 Prep Students 
to their first Orientation Day on Thursday 8th November and their second Orientation Day on Tuesday, 13th 
November, when they will meet their class teachers for next year.  This is a great opportunity for these children 
to see what Prep looks like and for parents to hear more information about our school and how to prepare their 
child for school. All 2019 Prep families should now have received communication about times and requirements. 
We look forward to beginning the journey with these families. 
 

October- the Month of the Holy Rosary  
The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is primarily due to the fact that the 
liturgical Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated annually on October 7th. It was instituted to honour the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for the protection that she gives the Church in answer to the praying of the 
Rosary by the faithful. 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 4 Week 2 

Wednesday 17th October 2018 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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 Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 

thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
 

Quote of the Week: 
Well done is better than well said. 

Benjamin Franklin 
 

God Bless. 
Brett Pollard. 
 
 

 

Dear Parents 
 

Eyes Open 
Next Thursday 25th October the Year 3 – 9 students will be 
participating in workshops around being safe online.  

Cybersafety and being a good digital citizen are topics we discuss 
in library lessons here at St Mary’s and we believe that any 
opportunity we have to discuss online safety with professionals 
who work in this field can only be a good thing. 

From 5pm at the Golden Age Centre, a parent session will be 
held. This is in response to many parents’ voicing their concerns 
about what they can do to ensure their children are safe online 
and recognising that utilising the internet is part of every child’s 
future. 

The evening begins at 5pm with drinks and nibbles with the 
presentation to begin at 6pm. We hope to see many of you 
there! 

Swimming 
Due to the Eyes Open Social Media Safety sessions in Week 3, 
swimming times for Year 4B and Year 6 have been changed for 
next week ONLY: 
 

Thursday 25th October 
Year 6 swim at: 10:30 – 11:15am 
Year 4B swim at: 1:00 – 1:45pm 
 

Please refrain from ordering tuckshop on those days your child 
is swimming. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Fri 19th Oct Year 1 Sleepover 

Mon 22nd Oct Pupil Free Day 

Mon 22nd Oct Year 5 Camp depart (arrive 

home Wednesday 24th Oct) 
Tue 23rd Oct Year 6 Transition Day 1 

Family Life Education Week 
Program 

Thurs 25th Oct Eyes Open Social Media 
Safety Evening 5pm 

Fri 26th Oct Daniel Morcombe Day -
Dress in Red (gold coin donation) 
Grandparents Liturgy – 2F 

Sat 27th Oct Starry Starry Night 

Tue 30th Oct 2019 Prep Parent 
Information Night 5pm – 
School Library 

Thurs 1st Nov Year 3 Camp (arrive home 
Fri 2nd Nov) 

Thurs 8th Nov 2019 Prep Orientation Day 
1 from  9-12noon 

Tues 13th Nov 2019 Prep Orientation Day 
2 from 9-12noon 

Fri 16th Nov E & E Awards (8.45am) 

Mon 19th Nov Yr 5 Leadership Speeches 

Tues 20th Nov Middle School Leadership 
Speeches 

Mon 26th Nov Prep – Yr 3 Awards Night 

Wed 28th Nov Yr4 – Yr 9 Awards Night 

Fri 30th Nov Yr 6 Graduation 

Tues 4th Dec End of Year Mass 

Wed 5th Dec Prep Christmas Play 
LAST DAY OF TERM 4 

FROM THE APRE 
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Personal Development and Sexuality Education 
Personal Development and Sexuality Education lessons will be presented to all primary students at St Mary’s 
Parish School from 23rd October – 26th October (Term 4 – Week 3). These lessons will form part of a larger unit 
of work and are part of the curriculum of this school and all schools across this Diocese.  
 

They form part of the Personal Development and Health strands of the Health and Physical Education QCAR 
Essential Learning Documents and follow the Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Toowoomba, Guidelines for 
Teaching Sexual Health. 
 

Please be assured that this material will be handled with sensitivity, and that there will be an emphasis on the 
idea that our bodies are a gift from God. The purpose of this note is to inform you of this part of your child’s 
education and to prepare you for the possibility of questions being asked at home.  
 

As your child’s primary caregiver you are welcome to seek further information about the syllabus documents 
or to view any materials which will be used. These will be available at the front office from Week 2. 
 

Please find the following brief summary of the content for each year level. 
 

Prep 
Students will: 

• Keeping our bodies safe – Daniel Morcombe lessons. 

• Looking after our teeth. 

• Road and water safety. 
 

Year 1 
Students will: 

• Name the private parts of the body using correct terminology for example: penis, vagina, breasts, 
bottom, male, female, sex (as in male and female). 

• Recognise the physical difference between males and females. 

• Discuss the fact that God creates boys and girls equally. 
 

Year 2 
Students will: 

• Revise the names of the different parts of the body from Year 1 core content: penis, vagina, breasts, 
bottom, male, female, sex (as in male and female).  Include new vocab: testicles. 

• Articulate physical difference between males and females. 

• Continue discussion of God creating boys and girls equally. 

• Demonstrate an appreciation of equality between the sexes. 
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Year 3 
Students will: 

• Discover that human life is part of God’s plan from birth, toddler, child, adolescence, adult (simple 
understanding of life cycles). 

• Revise the names of the different parts of the body: penis, vagina, breasts, bottom, male, female, sex 
(as in male and female), testicles. Include new vocab: sperm, egg, womb, uterus, umbilical cord, breast 
fed/bottle fed. 

• Demonstrate an appreciation of equality between the sexes. 

• Demonstrate awareness that family structures take many forms. 
 

Year 4 
Students will: 

• Demonstrate appropriate knowledge – growth in womb – birth. 

• Use the following vocab:  womb, placenta, umbilical cord, amniotic sac, foetus, conception (the moment 
new life begins.  Sexual intercourse will not be discussed). 

• Celebrate the miracle of life. 
 

Year 5 
Students will: 

• Discuss how adolescence changes the way you look, think and feel.  Acknowledge the physical (external) 
and emotional changes that occur during puberty. 

• Revise the names of the different parts of the body.  Include new vocab: puberty, genitals, pubic hair, 
acne, sperm, genes, hormones, external changes, conception, fertilisation (sexual intercourse will not 
be discussed). 

• Discuss personal hygiene. 

• Promote a respectful attitude towards self and others as changes occur during puberty. 
 

Year 6 
Students will: 

• Revise the external changes that occur during puberty. 

• List the internal changes that occur during puberty. 

• Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the reproductive system. 

• Revise the names of the different parts of the body and pubertal processes.  Including new vocab: 
fallopian tubes, cervix, ovary, sperm, duct, scrotum, urethra, pituitary gland, ovulation, menstruation, 
nocturnal emissions/wet dreams, vaginal discharge, and conception. 

• Discuss personal hygiene. 
 

All students will also be taught lessons from the Daniel Morcombe Safety curriculum. These lessons address 
stranger danger, internet safety and knowing safety points of contact.  
 

If you do not wish for your child to take part in the Personal Development and Education Lessons, please contact 
the school before Friday 19th October. 
 

Karra Nosworthy 
Karra.nosworthy@twb.catholic.edu.au 
  

mailto:Karra.nosworthy@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Starry Starry Night  
We invite all Middle School families to attend Starry Starry Night on the 27th October 2018. This will be a fun 
evening celebrating the amazing talent that we have in our school community. Middle School parents have 
been assigned the task of setting up and cleaning up. If you are able to assist could you please contact 
Terrianne Thompson. 
 

Kaloma Visit  
The Middle School’s Year 7 cohort will visit Kaloma every Wednesday this term from 9.45am – 10.45am. This is 
a fantastic opportunity which we are involved in each year. It allows the residents and our students to gain a 
deep appreciation for one another and build beautiful friendships with people from a different generation.  
 

Orientation Day 
Next Tuesday we welcome our new students for next year. A letter was sent home at the end of last term 
detailing what they would need for the day. I will visit each Year 6 class this week to discuss the day with them 
and ensue they know what they need to bring on the day. We are very excited to welcome our new students.  
 

Information Evening Last Week 
Thank you to all those parents who attended last week. It is always so overwhelming to receive such positive 
feedback and support. We look forward to working with you next year.  
 

Middle School Interviews  
This year we are conducting interviews for Middle School parents. These interviews will be conducted in Week 
6. Any parent who has a child enrolled in the Middle School will be given a time to attend the interview. If you 
are unable to make this time please contact our Front Office and we will assist in a finding a more convenient 
time.  This is not an interview to gain acceptance, merely an interview to meet you and discuss your child and 
their schooling transition. We will also be able to answer any questions you may have. We look forward to 
meeting you all.  
 

Pupil Free Day – Monday 22nd October 2018 
A reminder that Monday will be a pupil free day. 

 

Have a wonderful week. 

 

Emma Farrow  

Middle School Coordinator 
Emma.farrow@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Book Week Award Vouchers 
If your child received an award for an outstanding costume during Book Week, could they 

please use their voucher with the current book club order form. These orders are to come to 

Mrs Petrie in the library by Tuesday 23rd October. A large certificate (A4) equates to $10 

and the small size (A5) equates to $5. You may wish to add more money to the vouchers and 

send in the excess to the library. 

 All general orders are completed online as per usual. 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
mailto:Emma.farrow@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
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Alternatively, the students can use their voucher at our Book Fair held next week from the 

23rd to 26th October. A reminder though that vouchers are only acceptable for BOOK 

purchases not novelty items! 

BOOK FAIR 

We are hosting our second and final book fair of the year next week from Tuesday 23rd 

October until Friday 26th October (closes at 9am on Friday 26th). 

Library Management System 

We are currently undergoing many changes with a new LMS (Library Management 

System). We ask for all members of our school community to be patient with us during this 

period of change, there is a lot of work to be done on our database whilst we also continue 

to offer the best service we can provide. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 
Emma Petrie 
Emma.petrie@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Queensland Athletics Championships 

Wishing Sean Mudimu, Ryan Johnson and Riley Hegarty 

the best of luck when they compete at the State Athletics 

Championships in Cairns later in the week.  Ryan will 

compete in the shot-put and discus, Sean in the 800m 

and 1500m and Riley in the High Jump.  Good luck boys!! 

 

T20 Cricket Rescheduled Date 2/11/18 

The T20 cricket has been rescheduled for Friday the 2nd 

of November.  Place this on your calendar and please let 

me know if your child is unable to attend.  

 

Darling Downs Aquathlon 

A reminder that students born 2007 or 2008 who are interested in the Darling Downs Aquathlon  

(1km run, 200m swim, and another 1km run) should have returned their notes by today.  

 

Basketball Super Camp 

Anyone interested in participating in a basketball camp over the Christmas holidays, please see 

flyer at the end of the newsletter. 

  

SPORTS REPORT 
 

mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Emma.petrie@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Help Seeking 

 

“Every day I have two choices: to be happy or to be very happy”  

Coach George Raveling 
 

“We become what we think of most of the time, and that’s the strangest secret” 

Earl   Nightingale  
 

The newest domain added to the Positive Education 

framework is Positive Health. This is not only to do 

with exercise and nutrition, but also looking after 

the social and emotional wellbeing aspects of health. 

Help seeking plays a significant role. Having the 

confidence to seek help when you need it, and 

knowing where to get the help you need, is very 

important. When you need help to overcome 

problems: asking for help immediately is a sign of 

strength. Different people can support you with different problems. Knowing who is the most 

suitable person to ask is the key.  
 

The following groups of people are always there to help our students and their friends: 

• Family – They love, care for you, make you feel that you matter as a person 

• Friends – They share highs and lows, laugh, have fun with and are there for you. 

• Teachers – They teach you how to learn and how to think critically and creatively. 

• Year Level Coordinators/Counsellors – They assist you to overcome issues and challenges 

which affect your wellbeing 

• Outside organizations – They help you with the more serious emotional health issues 
 

This link provides more information: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4A9DhqQ8bs  
 

Bevin Goodes 

Positive Education 

Bevin.goodes@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

 

 

Extension and Enrichment Awards 
Friday, 16th November 2018 – please note change of date 

St Mary’s Parish School Centenary Centre 

8:45am – 9:30am 

  

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
 

EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4A9DhqQ8bs
mailto:Bevin.goodes@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Over the course of the year, 259 students represented St Mary’s Parish School in a range of exemplary 
academic pursuits.   
 

Our St Mary’s students excelled in the Science, English, Writing, Maths and Spelling ICAS exams, provided 
by the University of New South Wales.  Similarly, our students participated in the annual Australian 
Problem Solving Maths Olympiad with distinction.  The Australian Maths Challenge provided our 
mathematical students an opportunity to extend their knowledge in thought-provoking inquiry maths, and 
our four Opti-MINDS teams clearly signified to the Darling Downs Region their capacity to seamlessly 
blend The Arts and sustainable logic.  
 

Please join our school community on Friday, 16th November, at the St Mary’s Parish School Centenary 
Centre, to celebrate a year of sublime academia. 
 
 
 

University of New South Wales 

ICAS Exams 

 
43 students 

Australian Maths Challenge 
 

36 students 

Australian Problem Solving 
Maths Olympiad 

 
88 students 

Opti-MINDS 
 

21 students 

STEAM Residential 

Stuartholm School 

 
2 students 

Makerspace Day Camp 

Concordia College 

 
2 students 

Make It Move! 

St Mary’s STEM Workshop 

 
67 students 

 
Anna Scudamore 
Anna.scudamore@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Book Club orders close on 23rd October. NO ORDERS will be taken at the office. All orders must be placed online. 
If your child holds a voucher from book week please read the Library news section in regards to voucher use. 
 

Anita Roberts 
Book Club Order Coordinator 
Anita.roberts@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 
Anyone wishing to advertise in the Parish/School Calendar, please contact Sarah on 0429 926 231 

or email stmarysgdi@bigpond.com . 
  

BOOK CLUB 
 

PARISH NEWS 
 

mailto:Anna.scudamore@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Anita.roberts@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:stmarysgdi@bigpond.com
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Dear Parents 
 

Starry Starry Night (27th October) is looking for parent helpers from all years to help make this night a huge 
success.  Look out for emails to find out how you can help or contact the following co-ordinators: 

Prep and Year 1 
Glow Stall - Tracey Leadbetter (tracey.leadbetter@twb.catholic.edu.au)  
Year 2  
BBQ - Kourtni Frost (bradkourtni@gmail.com) 

Year 3 
Cheese Platter Stall - Bec Raymond  (becraymond@live.com) and Terri-Anne Thompson 
(terri.anne.t@bigpond.com) 
Year 4 
Cuisine Stall -  Loila Dun (simon.loila@gmail.com) and Ivy Soriano (clarivicsoriano@yahoo.com.au) 
Year 5 
Desserts Platter Stall - Simone Mills  (simone_mills@bigpond.com) 
Year 6 
Bar - Kath Nolan (kath.j.nolan@gmail.com) and Vanessa Gleeson (Vanessa@gdijoinery.com.au) 
Middle School 
Set up and clean up – Terri-Anne Thompson (terri.anne.t@bigpond.com) 

 

Kind regards, 
Kath Nolan 
 

 

 

Chickenpox 
Chickenpox has been noted within our school community. Please be vigilant in checking your child should they 
become unwell. 
 

NOTICES 
 

P & F NEWS 
 

mailto:tracey.leadbetter@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:bradkourtni@gmail.com
mailto:becraymond@live.com
mailto:terri.anne.t@bigpond.com
mailto:simon.loila@gmail.com
mailto:clarivicsoriano@yahoo.com.au
mailto:simone_mills@bigpond.com
mailto:kath.j.nolan@gmail.com
mailto:Vanessa@gdijoinery.com.au
mailto:terri.anne.t@bigpond.com


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 



 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

  



 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

Contact the School Office for a copy of forms required for the below advertised 

Basketball Camp. 

  



 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 



 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 


