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A Student's Prayer for a New School Year 

Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new school year. Allow me to experience Your presence in the 
many blessings You put before me. Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting opportunities that this 

new school year brings.  

 

Open my heart and mind to new friends and new teachers. Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with 
my studies and courage to accept new opportunities. Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me 

experience Your presence in my new friends. 

 

Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! 

 

Amen 
 

 

“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

Welcome to all members of our school community for the 2019 school year. A special welcome to the new 
families, teachers and our Prep children who are starting their learning journey. As a staff, we look forward to 
walking with you in the spiritual and educational journey of your children. Parents and staff are all in this journey 
together – all equally important in the life that is school. 
 

Our school motto is “Every Child Matters”. Every decision made that effects our students in any way will be 
measured up to this motto. To ensure all children are being catered for in every classroom, we have Ms Anna 
Jones as an Enrichment and Extension Teacher. Ms Jones, with teacher and curriculum co-ordinator 
collaboration, works on enrichment activities for all students in every classroom. She also caters for the children 
who need extension activities in the classroom by providing special activities for those who need the extra 
challenge.  

 

We are also fortunate to have the services of Mrs Allison Marsh (Primary LST) and Mrs Sarah Morrissy 
(Secondary LST).  
 

If you missed the welcome message on Skoolbag app last week, we welcomed several new staff members to 
the school;  

• Mr Dave Capra - Deputy Principal  

• Miss Jane Edwards (Prep Teacher)  

• Mrs Rachel Reeves (Secondary Teacher)  

• Mrs Amanda Aylwin (Secondary Teacher) 

• Ms Kirby Woodward (Secondary School Officer)  

• Mrs Stacie Englebrecht (Secondary School Officer)  

• Mrs Robyn Stiller (Prep Aide) 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 1 Week 1 

Wednesday 30 January 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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In 2019, staff meetings will be held on Tuesday afternoons, so we ask parents who wish to catch up with staff, 
to please make appointments on any other day of the week.  

 

Uniforms 
A huge thank-you to parents for the great turn-out of our students in their correct uniforms this week. A 
reminder that girls need their hair tied up if it is shoulder length and are not to wear nail varnish. Our boys’ hair 
should be tidy and of a conventional style e.g.  short back and sides or they may sport a “fresh” cut, but with 
NO tracks or long fringes please. 

 

St Mary’s School Student Leadership for 2019 
Congratulations to the following students who were elected to leadership positions in 2019. This will be a strong 
year in the quality of characters in both Year 6 and Year 9/10 for 2019 (across the board) and their school spirit. 

 

Secondary School Leadership Positions 2019 
Captains 
Caitlin Fisher and Jett Twidale 
Sports House Captains 
▪ MacKillop: Aiidan Wilcox 
▪ Coolock: Zachary Holmes and Jordan Moloney 
▪ McAuley: Kitty Behrend and Lillian Heeson 
▪ Loretto: Nicholas Stuart and Timothy Petrie 

 

Prep-Year 6 Leadership Positions 2019 
School Captains 
Phoebe Woods and Hamish Woods 
 

Sports House Captains 
▪ MacKillop: Rori Zimmerman and Riley Hegarty 
▪ Coolock: Pippa Gore and Georgia Henderson 
▪ McAuley: Charlotte Rocks and Toby Gall 
▪ Loretto: Isabel Burling and Angus McIntosh 

Student Council Executive 
▪ Lucy Morris, Lulu Behrend, Annabelle Rocks and Brody Gallegos 

Cultural Captain 
▪ Camilla Roberts 

 

Toowoomba Catholic Schools Quadrennial Review 

 

Information for Parents and the Community 
Every four years, all schools in the Toowoomba Diocese undergo a review. These reviews are an important part 
of how Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office monitors and supports schools in the Diocese. The reviews are 
about providing schools with quality and independent feedback to help them continue to improve learning 
outcomes for students. They are not used to compare schools or to rate the performance of school staff. Each 
school is reviewed every four years, providing valuable opportunities for self-reflection and improvement. The 
reviews are conducted by a panel consisting of The Director: Teaching and Learning or nominee, the school’s 
Senior Education Leader and a peer Principal over a three-day period. 

 

Review process 
This review includes consultation with the school community through one-on-one or group interviews where 
two questions are asked:  

1. “What does the school do well?”  
2. “What could the school do better?” 
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This includes: 

• Information from the school’s continuous inquiry and reflection as a part of the school improvement 
cycle 

• Consideration of school strategic and annual action plans 

• The school’s teaching and learning plans 

• Other data sources eg. NAPLAN, school satisfaction surveys 
 

Through Appreciative Inquiry, the external review provides a school with a comprehensive review report that 
identifies findings and offers improvement strategies for consideration, reflection and action over the next four 
years in: 

• Improvement plans 

• The school’s four-year strategic plan and subsequent annual action plans 
 

The review report or an executive summary is published on the school website. The report and the interviews 
with community members is based in the School Renewal and Improvement (SRI) framework domains and 
components which provide aspirational descriptors of the day-to-day work of schools. 

 

Parent and Community Participation 
Feedback from parents and the community is an important part of school reviews, with everyone encouraged 
to participate. To register your interest in participating in the review, please contact your Principal by email: 
brett.pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

Nut and Shellfish Allergies 
We have several children enrolled at the school who have severe allergies to ground and tree nuts, shellfish, 
fish and eggs. 
 

St Mary’s School is a NUT FRIENDLY SCHOOL, which means that we ask all parents to please limit or eradicate 
the use of peanut or nut products in the child’s lunch box. The teachers will discuss protocols with the children 
if they do have nut products as part of their lunch, eg washing hands and mouths after eating. The handling of 
a book or a pencil which has been touched by a person after handling nuts, may cause a sever reaction in an 
allergic child and can be life threatening. 
 

Severe Food Allergy suggestions 
School staff have been trained to recognise such a reaction and to administer medication (EpiPen) in an 
emergency. 

 

Here are a few suggestions for parents: 

• Never take food allergies lightly; they can be serious and life threatening 

• Tell you child, ‘DO NOT SHARE FOOD’ 

• Frequent hand washing reduces the spread of viruses during the school year and helps protect students 
who have food allergies – please encourage them to do so at home as well as school 

• If your child had peanut butter for breakfast, please have them wash their hands before handling books, 
computers or other school equipment which maybe in the home. 

• Encourage your child to get help from an adult immediately if a school friend feels unwell or has trouble 
breathing 

• Please restrict the use of nut items in school lunch boxes 
 

This will help us all have a safe and healthy 2019! I thank all parents in advance for your co-operation, kindness 
and consideration in this matter. 

 

I wish all the students and parents/caregivers a wonderful year at St Mary’s and strongly encourage parents to 
consult with their child’s classroom teacher, Middle Leader or myself (in that order) if you wish to raise any 
concerns. My office door is always open, and all parent information sharing is kept strictly confidential. 
 

  

mailto:brett.pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Quote of the Week: 

Once you replace negative thoughts with positive ones, you'll start having positive results. 
Willie Nelson 

Have a great week and year. 
Brett Pollard 
Principal 
 
 

 

I am a bit a bit biased having had 12 years of Catholic Education myself and am entering my 15th year of teaching 
in Catholic schools, but I am confident in saying that there is no community quite like a Catholic School 
community.  Yet when I reflect on our family’s ‘Goondiwindi journey’ over the past 4 months, I can say with 
equal conviction that this is a community that is a cut above the rest.   

 

From the moment that we started looking at coming to Goondiwindi in September last year, the welcome from 
everyone connected to St Mary’s School has been nothing short of amazing.  In particular, since we have arrived, 
we have been made to feel at home, supported and valued, for which we are greatly appreciative of.   
My thanks to everyone who has welcomed us and connected with my wife Sarah, my children Eli and Harriet 
and me.  We are very excited about being a part of St Mary’s and Goondiwindi life and the many great 
opportunities that lie ahead. 

 

Year Level Information Evenings 
Over the coming weeks each year level will hold an information evening where we invite all parents and 
caregivers to attend meetings specific to the teaching and learning for each class.  Please note the following 
times.  All Primary School information meetings will be held in the Library and the Secondary School meetings 
will be held in the Mercy Hall. 

 

Prep Monday 11 February – 5.30pm 

Year 1 Monday 4 February – 5.30pm 

Year 2 Tuesday 5 February – 5.30pm 

Year 3  Wednesday 13 February – 5.30pm 

Year 4 Wednesday 20 February – 5.30pm 

Year 5 Thursday 7 February – 5.30pm 

Year 6 Tuesday 12 February – 5.30pm 

Year 7 Wednesday 6 February – 5.30pm 

Year 8, 9 and 10 Wednesday 6 February – 6.30pm 

 

St Mary’s Behaviour Management Process 
Today we held an extra-ordinary assembly in each area of the school to share our new behaviour management 
process with students and to ‘unpack’ our positive behaviours.  Over the coming term, we will be focusing on 
one behaviour per week.  In class, teachers will explicitly teach about what the behaviour might look, sound and 
feel like and I will be reinforcing the message on assembly and via my section in LINKS. 
 

The emphasis is on continuing to develop on our positive behaviour culture and empowering our students to 
understand expectations and feel comfortable in supporting their friends to do so as well.   
This will be further explained at Year Level Information Evenings as well. 

 

Co-curricular News 
Sport - Letters were sent home to all families of all students who are eligible for Mac Zone and Border District 
Sport.  If you have not yet actioned the items on these letters, please do so as soon as possible so we can ensure 
our students have the best possible chance for representative selection. 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Music – Letters have also been sent home by Mrs Klowss regarding choirs and ensembles, and by Mr Jessen 
regarding instrumental music lessons. Please ensure that these are completed as appropriate and returned so 
we can get our co-curricular program underway as soon as possible. 
 
Country Swimming Championships 

 

On Saturday 19 January St Mary’s was very strongly represented at the Country Swimming Championships.  
Congratulations to all of our swimmers who participated in the championships;;; 

Jack Wood, Polly Prosser, Rupert Raymond, Bella Dowling, Audrey Woods, Toby Collyer, Pippa Gore, Rori 
Zimmerman, Beatrice Lye, Ellie Petrie, Phoebe Woods, Edie Loughman, Olley Spicer, Riley Spicer, Lulu 
Behrend, Kitty Behrend, Walter Wild, Pollyanna Wild, Kai Goodes, Harry Dowling, Dooley Gore, Jock 
Jekyll, Elkie Wood, Emily Kerlin & Ned Behrend 
 

Congratulations to the following St Mary’s students who medalled at the championships and to Wilbur Wood 
in particular who won the 9 Years Age Championship; 

Fred Prosser, Scarlett Richards, Hugo Vukovich, Molly Jekyll, Wilbur Wood, Billy Spicer, Chloe Warburton 
& Tom Elmes 
 

Swimming Timetable Term 1 
Swimming commences Week 2 of term. Please ensure your child packs suncreen, rash shirt, swimmers, goggles, 

swim cap and thongs on their specific swimming day. To avoid confusion with delivery of orders we ask that 

parents please refrain from ordering tuckshop on the days your child is swimming. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A warm welcome to all our families. It is always lovely to start a fresh year! Despite the heat, the students are 
working hard and settling in to new routines well. It is lovely walking through classrooms seeing children form 
new relationships with their new teacher and classmates for the year. I’m sure you would agree that the school 
and classrooms are looking fabulous and fresh! We hope your child has enjoyed their first few days of school 
for the year. Please remember if you have any problems, please see your classroom teacher, we are all here to 
help. 

 

 
 
 

FROM THE APRE 
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Whole School Mass  
Our first Mass for the year will be held Monday 11th February at 9am.  This Mass will also include the 
presentation of leadership badges. Due to our increasing numbers, this Mass will be held in the Centenary 
Centre. We warmly encourage all our families to attend this special event.  

 

P&F AGM  
The P&F AGM Meeting is scheduled for Monday 11th February at the Golf Club for a 6.00pm start. We invite all 
families to attend this meeting and share their ideas. 
Wishing you all a fabulous week ahead. 
 

Karra Suhr 
APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Back! 

Many classes have already visited the library to hunt for treasured items for 

their classroom shelves. We will begin whole school home borrowing next 

week. Year 1-5 borrow fortnightly to match homework. Prep borrow weekly in 

order to learn the routines around borrowing and the Year 6 students borrow 

weekly/as needed in preparation for secondary school. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 

BOOKCLUB 

Mrs. Emma Petrie will now be the school contact for Book Club. The 
first issue will go home tomorrow. Please note Book Club is due Friday 
8th February at 3pm. Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be 

accepted. Thank you for your support of Book Club, all purchases 
contribute to reward points for our school library. 

Emma Petrie 
Emma.petrie@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 
  

LIBRARY CORNER 
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Welcome back to another Extension and Enriching year.  We will commence 
our Term 1 Extension Program with intensive whole class mathematical 
differentiation from Year 3 to Year 6 in Week 2 of this term. Classes will meet 
at the E&E room attached to the library for workshops to engage each 
students’ critical and creative thinking through Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics. 

 

Students from Prep to Year 10 are welcome to join our Term 1 Enrichment 
Program by participating in our Make It Move Program and Times Table Club 
each Thursday in the Library. Similarly, please indicate whether your child may 
be interested in participating in other programs such as Chess Club & Strategic Games, Microbits, Mechanical Lego and 
Scratch (Code Club) by clicking the link at the completion of the Extension and Enrichment report. 

 

Our school will continue to participate in the Australian Problem Solving Maths Olympiad, the Australian Mathematic 
Challenge, the Opti-Minds Creative Sustainability Challenge, the USQ Science and Engineering Challenge and the 
University of New South Wales ICAS exams for English, Writing, Spelling, Maths, Science and Digital Technology. Students 
may indicate their availability to represent the school in all competitions at the completion of Term One.   

 

MAKE IT MOVE THURSDAY! 

First & Second Break - Library  
PREP TO YEAR 10 

Fancy making a RUBE GOLDBERG MACHINE? 

Or possibly a 3D optical illusion?  
BRING IN YOUR RECYCLED ITEMS!  

  

 
TIMES TABLE CLUB 

THURSDAY! 

8:00am – 8:30am – Library 

YEAR 2 TO YEAR 6 

 
Please click here to indicate your child’s interest to participate in the Term One Extension and Enrichment Program.  
 

Ms Anna Jones  
Extension & Enrichment Coordinator & Year 4/5/6 Middle Leader 
Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

A reminder that all Instrumental Music forms must be returned by FRIDAY WEEK 1. If you wish for your child/ren 
to participate in this year’s Instrumental Music Program, please fill out an application form, and return it to either 
myself or the school office. Spare application forms can be found at the front desk of the school office.  
 

Lessons will commence in WEEK 2. Timetables will be emailed to parents/guardians and classroom teachers 
over the weekend. 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 
 

EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qybUFnY7Y8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m86ae_e_ptU
https://bit.ly/2B9OPyl
mailto:Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au
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If you have any questions at all regarding the Instrumental Music Program, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
 

I look forward to an exciting year of music making! 
 

Sam Jessen 
Instrumental Music Teacher 
andrew.jessen@twb.catholic.edu.au  
 

 

 
 
 

NOTICES 
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