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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

EVERY CHILD MATTERS

Dear Parents and Caregivers
Exciting news!!! 2022 will see our first St Mary’s School Musical Production. Auditions will be held later in 2021
for a production date early in Term 3 of 2022.
We are in Week 7 presently and are entering the business end of the term with assessments and reports due
by the end of Week 9. Please ensure that your children are gaining enough rest over weekends and during the
week to cope with the extra demands on them at school.
I am on camp with this week with our Year 7 cohort, Ms Chrissie Border and Mrs Julie Fleming-Tonkin at CYC
Burleigh on the Gold Coast. The Year 8 cohort are at camp with Mr Bevin Goodes and Mrs Rachael Reeves at
CYC near Noosa. The Year 8 group will be canoeing upriver for two days, before bushwalking back for another
two days. They will have professional guides with them along the way.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Mr Troy Williams (Secondary Mathematics and Careers Counsellor), whose
mother passed away unexpectedly last week. May she rest in peace.

Date Claimers:
School ATHLETICS Carnival – Thursday, 24 June 2021 (Please note the day and date change)
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ENROLLING FOR PREP 2022 – Please enrol now!
As a part of our forward planning, we are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence
Prep next year. Children born between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly
urge parents with children already at the school not to delay, as we are currently fielding a great deal of interest
for places in this cohort. Interviews will be held in August this year.
I have had several enquiries about early entry into Prep for 2022. This is only for children who are born in July
2017. There are strict rules and protocols set – up by the State Government that we need to follow before we
can accept early entry into prep.
Please note that we will only accept early entry students if they meet all requirements of the regulations and if
there is a place available in prep for that year. This whole process is rigorously followed, as we need to set
students up for successful school careers.

2022 Year 7 Enrolments:
There is a healthy interest in our Year 7 class for next year and we request that all Year 6 parents please contact
the School Office or forward me an email (brett.pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au) at your earliest convenience, to
let the school know if your child will remain for Year 7 at St Mary’s. We need to know how many children will
be entering into our secondary school so that we can complete staffing, school camps and subject selections
for 2022.
Due to the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, our orders for Year 7 laptops need to be finalized this Friday to ensure
their arrival from overseas in time.
Please note that your information will be kept in the strictest confidence.

2022 Term dates
Term 1 Monday, 24 January - Friday, 1 April (10 weeks)
Term 2 Tuesday, 19 April - Friday, 24 June (10 weeks)
Term 3 Monday, 11 July - Friday, 16 September (10 weeks)
Term 4 Tuesday, 4 October - Friday, 2 December (9 weeks)

Quote of the Week:
“The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.”
Dolly Parton
God Bless.
Brett Pollard

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Hello St Mary’s Community,
It is halfway through Week 7 already and it will soon be the end of the term before we know
it!
Last week was a busy one, beginning with a very successful celebration of 200 years of
Catholic Education on Monday. The week ended with our annual Open Day, attended by
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many families and a very special assembly which showcased so much of our students’
musical talent. I wish to thank all those who were involved in preparing the students and
school grounds to ensure our school was presented in its best light.
Staff are busy with assessment and making headway on the reporting process. This would
probably be a good time to remind students to ensure they are applying themselves to their
work and having a positive, selfless attitude.
This week our Year 7 and Year 8 students are
on camps; our Year 7’s are at Burleigh Heads,
staying in cabins and Year 8’s are in the Noosa
hinterland, kayaking and hiking and camping
in tents. Both classes headed off on buses
early Monday morning to their prospective
locations and will return late Friday afternoon.
The camps are designed to stretch students
and provide opportunities for personal growth
and developing teamwork. We trust that they
are all having a wonderful time.
Next week it is the Year 9/10’s turn to go on
camp. They will be away from Tuesday to
Friday, staying at Camp Kokoda near the Mt Barney National Park.
I would like to thank all the staff who are accompanying the campers for going “above and
beyond”.
Until next time, God bless you.
John Shaw

FROM THE APRE

This month, we have had a busy time celebrating and commemorating special events and days. The
Secondary School Tie Ceremony took place Sunday 23 May, the celebration of 200 Years Catholic
Education Australia on Monday 24 May and our Open Day on Friday 28 May!
Secondary Tie Ceremony
Every year requests are made to staff and parishioners to donate ties that are handed to our students
starting Secondary school at St Mary’s. This year was no exception, and we are grateful to the many
parishioners and staff members who donated ties. Thank you also to Father Hermi for the Mass and
Mrs Phillips for the assistance with the power point and music.
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Students who received ties:
Jack Coggan, TJ Galvin, Will McGregor, Henry Gladman, Parker Dillon, Bridie Heeson, Edie Loughman,
Johanna McKay, Dani Walters, Tess Maher and Bella Fisher.
Not pictured: Audrey Warren-Behm, Talika Brady and Cooper Stewart
200 Years Catholic Education Australia
On Monday, 24 May, our school joined many Catholic schools in celebrating 200 years of Catholic
Education in Australia. Father Hermi lead the school in the liturgy and Ms Dawn Clancy addressed the
school. Dawn is a former staff member and retired in 2007. Afterwards every student shared in the
celebrations, enjoying a piece of the large celebration cake!
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As part of the 200 Years Catholic Education Mass in our diocese, one of our
students took part in the virtual choir that was an integral part of the
celebrations. A very big thank you to Mrs Klowss who spent so much time
assisting, rehearsing with, and recording Dorothy Dunn who was the soloist
from our school. Congratulations to Dorothy. We are proud of her
commitment, dedication and hard work!
Parents are invited to watch the performance via this link. The song takes place
roughly at 55:45 through the recording.
https://youtu.be/t9sZwI2QbaU
Parents are also invited to go on the website and view the information and resources on the 200 years
celebrations.
https://200years.catholic.edu.au/
Open Day 2021
This term, our school focused on learning the song “The Love of the Father” that is to be our song for
the semester. Mr Jessen and Mrs Klowss made it their priority to teach the song to the band and to the
students during their music lessons. Thank you to our two musos and also to the staff who exposed the
students to the song whenever they had a free minute during class time. The band played, all the
students joined in with the singing during our Open Day Assembly, and we were so pleased with the
result! We appreciate the great team effort!

A heartfelt thank you to Mr and Mrs Forrest who donated
beautiful flowers from O’Tor du Flowers to make our Open Day
even more special.

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

We had a special visit from the Dunne Family
on our Open Day. The siblings all attended St
Mary’s School, ‘just a few’ years ago.

Dates to pencil into your calendar:
Friday 4 June

08:45

Friday 4 June

12:15

Weekly AssemblyCentenary Centre
3R will be presenting their
liturgy on World
Environment Day.
Mass in church.
This week the Prep and
Junior classes will be
attending Mass. Parents are
welcome to join.
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The school will be celebrating Catholic Education Week
during Term 3 Week 3, 25-31 July.
We are inviting parents who would like to present/host an
activity for the students on Wednesday 28 July, to please
contact the school. In the past we have had parents taking
students fishing, doing a wood craft activity, making fairy
gardens, painting, beading and many more, and the
students thoroughly enjoyed these activities!
Parents who are interested can send their ideas and contact
information to:
Ina.winter@twb.catholic.edu.au
Caitlin.morris@twb.catholic.edu.au
Looking forward to hearing from our parents and thanking
you in advance!

This week we would love to share a writing piece from 2 of our Year 5 students, Olivia-Rose Makim
and Gursshan Singh. The links to their stories are attached with our LINKS Skoolbag notification.

A clever word-play-thought for the week:

Mrs Ina Winter
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

This week the Year 7 and 8 students will be on camp with the Year 9 and 10 students out on
camp the following week.
A summary of the camps is outlined below:

Year 7 CYC Coastal
The Coastal Program will involve a multitude of activities including tubing, coastal trekking,
surfing, dragon boating, climbing, abseiling, giant stand-up paddle boarding and raft building.
The program will be based in and around Burleigh Heads and Tallebudgera.

Year 8 CYC Journey
The Journey Program will involve a multi-day journey incorporating canoeing and hiking.
Students will focus on teamwork and personal responsibility. The program will start and finish
at Elanda Eco Camp (Noosa North Shore) and takes place in the Cooloola National Park.

Year 9/10 Camp Kokoda
The Camp Kokoda Program is designed to promote growth as individuals, teams and communities
by having journeying and exploration as the key focus. The camp is located near the Mt Barney
National Park.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Focus for the Weeks 7 and 8

Thinking Positively
“Every day I have two choices: to be happy or to be very happy”
~Coach George Raveling
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Looking at life positively with hope for the future is how we should be aiming to live our day to day
lives. Every day we have a choice to make about how we will look at life:
1. Optimistically – looking positively at what you are doing and focusing on the great
opportunities for you to try.
When thinking optimistically:
• You focus on what’s right about what you are doing and looking at
• You are grateful about what you have, focusing on what you have, rather than focusing
on what you don’t have (If…Then…)
• You look on the bright side of life
• You are healthier and less stressed
• You are more likely to achieve your goals
• You lift others’ wellbeing and efforts through your contagious positivity

2. Pessimistically – looking negatively for what is
wrong with what you are doing
When thinking pessimistically:
• You focus on what’s wrong with what you
are doing or looking at
• You believe you are powerless to change
things (fixed mindset)

Upcoming Important Dates/Events/Notices

Date
31 May –
04 June
08 June –
11 June
21 June
24 June

Event
Year 7/8 Camp
Year 9/10 Camp
Rewards Trip
Athletics Carnival

Notes
Departing 6am Monday 31 May
Returning 6pm Friday 04 June
Departing 6am Monday 08 June
Returning 6pm Friday 11 June
More information to follow
More information to follow
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LIBRARY CORNER

Thank You to everyone for ‘catching your kid’
reading!

The children are loving checking the wall to see who has been caught
reading! This will stay up for the remainder of term so feel free to keep
sending in images.
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Book Week 2021
21-27 August
The theme for Book Week this year is:
‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds.’
We are beginning to read the books
nominated by the Children’s Book Council of
Australia (CBCA) in library sessions and more
information will follow in the weeks to come.
Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if
you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail the library
staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au

BOOK CLUB is DUE this Friday 4 June.
This issue features:

Friday 4th June

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the
loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of
Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library.
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SPORTS NEWS

Mac Zone Cricket
Mac Zone Cricket was postponed last term, due to rain… they will now be held in Term 2, date to be advised.
Mac Zone Union
Congratulations to the following boys on your Mac Zone Union selection; Nash Weir, Ned Behrend, George
Gladman, Lawson Morris, Wilbur Wood, Hugo Vukovich, Fred Carrigan, Harry Dowling, Hugo Woods and Noah
Van Heerden. We wish you all the best for your Darling Downs trials on Sunday.
Mac Zone Girls Rugby League
Calling nominations for girls rugby league – please email me if your daughter is interested. Girls need to have
a good knowledge of the game and be born 2009, 2010.
T-20 Cricket
T-20 cricket is coming back to Goondiwindi in Term 4! I am calling nominations for boys and girls in Year 5 and
6 (more information to come later).
Mac Zone Tennis
Congratulations to Toby Tait, Ryan Mendes and Ethan Mudimu who were selected in the Mac Zone Tennis
Team. Ethan and Ryan made the quarter finals and Toby was selected as a reserve at their recent Darling Downs
trials – well done!
School Athletics Carnival
Students are in the final preparation stages for their upcoming Athletics Carnival. If your year 5/6 student would
like to do the Fosbury flop, you will need to have completed a permission form. High jump events and discus
events will be done prior to the Athletics Carnival (Tuesday and Wednesday of Week 10).
The Athletics Carnival is also going to be trialled at Gilberts Oval, Anderson’s Lane (soccer fields)… more
information to follow regarding this.
Sponsorship
A huge thank you to the Toop family and the Bulmer family for their kind donation of soccer jerseys. We can’t wait to use
them!

Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au
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EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT

Extension and Enrichment
ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) are online
assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are
based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper,
integrated, and thorough level of learning.
Students are assessed on their ability to apply classroom learning to new contexts using higher
order thinking and problem-solving skills.
This year parents with students in Years 3 to 10 can purchase English, Writing ($21.45),
Mathematics, Digital Technologies and/or Science tests using the online Parent Payment
Portal. Tests cost $17.05 each and will be sat at school during the school day.
Benefits…
• Provide objective ranking of performance
• Encourage students to attain greater academic success
• Require students to think beyond the classroom
• Recognise student success through medals and certificates
Subject Sitting Dates
ICAS Writing 11 August
ICAS Digital Technologies 13 August
ICAS English Wednesday 18 August
ICAS Science 25 August
ICAS Mathematics 1 September
Further information about how to purchase tests will be in the next LINKS.
TUCKSHOP

–

–

Friday 25 June
As there will be NO TUCKSHOP available on the last day of
term, we will be offering ‘PORKY’s PIZZA’ for 2nd Break
ONLY.
Orders MUST be made via our Flexischools App and must
be made BEFORE 12pm Wednesday 23 June.
NO LATE ORDERS, NO PHONE ORDERS accepted.
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OSHCCOUNCIL
STUDENT
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NOTICES
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