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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

“EVERY CHILD MATTERS”
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Week 3 of Term 2. With all the disjointed short weeks behind us, we can now concentrate
on the uninterrupted teaching and learning of the students. It is vital that students attend school every
day to help them with their learning journey. Being absent from school definitely affects the flow of
learning for students. Of course if they are ill, the best place for them is at home and to then make sure
that they catch up on any work missed.

Farewell Mrs Jodi Toohey
Mrs Jodi Toohey has resigned after 16 wonderful years at the school as manager of our school
administration. Jodi has decided to pursue other opportunities and to support her husband in his
business.
She has been an outstanding member of the staff under three principals, a parent of two sons who
were educated at the school and a huge supporter of all things pertaining to our school. Jodi will be
sorely missed and takes with her the school’s thanks and good wishes for her new and exciting position.
Jodi’s will be accessing Long Service Leave until her last day on 15 July 2022. The Toowoomba Catholic
Education Office will be advertising for a Business Manager for St Mary’s in the next week.

Open Day 2022 – Friday 03 June 2022 (Prep – 10)
The school is holding an Open Day on Friday, 03 June 2022. We will start the day with an assembly at
8.45 am, followed by open classrooms whilst the students work, until 10.45 a.m. A morning tea will be
provided at 10.45 for all visitors to the school.
The premise for holding an open day, is to showcase our school to parents, prospective parents and
the community in general. We cordially invite ALL our parents and prospective parents to visit the
school at some time during the morning. Visitors will be able to visit all our classes from Prep to the
Middle School and see the wonderful teaching and learning that is taking place in the school. Please
spread the word to your friends and family about our open day and encourage any prospective parents
to attend on the day. (Grandparents are welcome too!)
I’m sure the children would love to see their parents visiting the school whilst they are learning.
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AFTERNOON PICK-UP:
A reminder to all parents that after school collection of P-6 students must please take place from the
undercover area at the front of the school. We have recently noticed that children are being collected
from various different exits to the school. The area next to the bicycle racks and Fr Hermi’s residence
is not a collection point. The undercover area is the only area, which has a member of the school team
on duty to ensure that the students are safe and being collected by their parents or carers. Please help
keep your children safe.

ENROLLING FOR PREP 2023 – Please enrol now!
As a part of our forward planning, we are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to
commence Prep next year. Children born between 1 July 2017 and 30 June 2018 are eligible for
enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children already at the school not to delay, as we are
currently fielding a great deal of interest for places in this cohort.

Principals Forum
I am attending the Principals Forum in Warwick this week and during my absence, Mr John Shaw will
be acting in my place. These forums are designed by the Toowoomba Catholic Education Office to keep
principals abreast with the latest educational updates and for principals to liaise with each other on
best practice in our schools.

Quote of the Week:
Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating Yourself.
George Bernard Shaw
Have a great week.
Brett Pollard
FROM THE APRE
Not only did Term Two start with two long weekends, but it also included many important, special events.
These were two extremely busy weeks, and our students did a wonderful job, participating, contributing and
enjoying the things that make St. Mary’s such a unique school!
ANZAC Day Liturgy Well done to Mrs. Richards and 6R for presenting a well-rehearsed and meaningful ANZAC
liturgy. St. Mary’s was very grateful to have Mr. Bill Brasington and Mr. Ron Kyte as our guest speakers.
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Gentleman, we salute you and we thank you for your contribution in making our country the safe place that it
is today.
ANZAC March
We are proud of our students for the great turnout on Monday 25 March
for the ANZAC march. The students were all neatly dressed in their
summer uniform and the number of attendees received many positive
comments from the community. It is heartwarming to see that this
important commemoration takes such a major place in the lives of the
families of St. Mary’s.
Lest we forget.

Easter and Resurrection Liturgy.
On Thursday morning Year 4LM presented the Easter and Resurrection Liturgy. Well done to Ms Mykytowycz
and her students, Father Hermi, Mr Jessen, Mr Shaw and Mrs Klowss who contributed to the morning’s
program. A shout out to the group of girls who volunteered to perform the resurrection praise and worship
dance item. All the students worked very hard rehearsing for the liturgy, and we are proud of their effort,
determination and positive approach to this serious event. Easter and the resurrection are important dates on
the Christian calendar and all of you have contributed to making this commemoration very special and
memorable.

Caritas Fundraising.
On Thursday 28 March our school hosted a Colour Fun Run organised by the Student Council under leadership
of Mrs. White and Mrs. Leadbetter. The money raised during this event will be shared between Caritas Australia
and Caritas Ukraine. And what a lovely morning it has been! Well done to our two teachers and the Student
Council. You are helping our students to create wonderful memories that will stay with them for the rest of
their lives! Was it fun? The smiles in the photos say it all!
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Sacramental Program
Just a reminder to all parents who would like their children to take part in the
Sacramental Program this year. Please contact Father Hermi of Mrs. Suhr if you
are interested. Our first meeting will be Monday 9 May at 5.00pm in the
church.stmarysgdi@bigpond.com or karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au
Enough food in the lunchbox?
It has come to our attention that more and more students come to the office during eating breaks asking to
phone parents because they have eaten all their food and are still hungry.
Maybe it will be a good idea to have a chat with your child and ask if they
would like more food in their lunchboxes.
Shall we blame the cooler weather for this situation?
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IMPORTANT DATES
DATE

EVENT

Tuesday 3 May – Friday 6 May

Winter Uniform Transition

Friday 6 May 8.45am

Year 1L Mother’s Day Prayer Assembly

Monday 9 May

Winter Uniform Changeover

Friday 27 May 8.45am

Year 5GW Reconciliation Day Prayer Assembly

Friday 3 June 8.45am

Year 3R World Environment Day Prayer Assembly
OPEN DAY

Monday 9 May 5.00pm

Parent Information Meeting for the Sacramental Program in the church

Friday 17 June 5.30pm

Reconciliation Sacramental Program in the church

Thursday 23 June 8.45am

Year 5J NAIDOC Week Prayer Assembly (TBC)

A thought for the week ….

Mrs Ina Winter

FROM THE DEPUTY

Hello St Mary’s community,
In the last couple of weeks we have had some wonderful events at school which have exemplified our school
spirit: In particular, I was very impressed with the ANZAC liturgy, Easter Mass and the Colour Warrior fundraiser.
What a credit to our amazing students for participating so well, as well as to our staff for their amazing skills in
preparing our students and facilities in a way that makes the events appear effortless! (I am sure there were
countless hours that went into planning and preparing each event.) I am proud to be part of such an amazing
community!
NAPLAN 2022 Reminder – Next 2 weeks!
Students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be undertaking NAPLAN testing over a two-week period, from THIS COMING
Tuesday 10th to Friday 20th of May. During that time, students in those year levels will sit four tests: Writing,
Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy. All tests will be conducted on computers, with the exception
of Year 3 Writing which is paper-based. Students have been preparing for these tests by sitting practice tests
etcetera.
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Uniform - SCHOOL HATS
I have noticed quite a few students wearing very untidy
hats. These hats are either missing the binding around the
brim or the stitching is loose, giving a very frayed and
tattered look. Can parents please check their child’s hat(s)
and ensure they are in good condition? Please repair or
replace the hat if necessary. Thank you.
The hat on the left is unacceptable as it is missing its binding
(not to mention very faded).
God bless,
John Shaw

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

Preparation
“Nothing diminishes anxiety faster than action.”
– Walter Anderson
Tips and strategies for preparing for examinations.
It is normal to be nervous – use it to your advantage.
• Everyone gets nervous before an exam. Too much anxiety can be debilitating,
however research indicates that mild levels of anxiety can improve alertness and
provide the burst of energy needed to get through demanding situations. Therefore,
focus on and have confidence in what you do know. A small amount of anxiety
together with confidence is the key – accept your anxiety and don’t let it overwhelm
you.
Adjust your attitude.
• Maintain an attitude of doing the best you can under the circumstances, rather than
requiring perfection from yourself.
• Maintain high levels of confidence by focusing on what you do know rather than what
you do not.
Maintain a healthy lifestyle.
• Get aerobic exercise on a regular basis.
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• Sleep well and eat healthily.
• Continue to get adequate sleep, exercise, and healthy food during exam time.
• Avoid substances that increase anxiety: caffeine, sugar.
Study effectively.
• Reduce anxiety by being well prepared.
• Spread your studying over the whole term rather than “cramming.” Feeling that you
don’t have enough time to cover everything increases anxiety.
• Study in 50-minute blocks with 10-minute activity or nutrition breaks.
• Learn memory enhancement and revision techniques (Summarising, revision cards,
mind maps, repetitive practice, etc.)
• NAPLAN specific
o Online practice tests to help students prepare for NAPLAN
Link: https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
Use test-taking strategies.
• Get a good night sleep the night before the exam.
• Eat a good nutritious breakfast the morning of the exam.
• Get organised the night before to avoid a morning rush.
• Read through and listen to instructions carefully.
• Read each question carefully and more than once.
• Highlight or underline important information.
• Use your correct layout to increase accuracy.
• Use your time wisely (monitor your time).
• Use all the time available to you.
• Do not get stuck on one particular question for too long.
• If you cannot figure out which is the correct answer, eliminate (get rid of) the answers
that you know are wrong. Then make an educated guess (this means using everything
you know to answer the questions)
• Answer the easiest questions first.
• Be aware of negatives and double negatives.
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LIBRARY CORNER

Emma Petrie is on leave until the 9th of May and Mrs. Melissa Frost will be teaching in
the library during this time.
Please check with your children if they have books to return as many children have
been forgetting with all the public holidays and changes to borrowing days.
If your child forgets their books on their borrow day, please remind them to come to the
library before school the next day to borrow. It is best if students do not miss class
time.

Read More in May
If devices or just life in general are leading to less read time in your home, perhaps
‘Read More in May’ will inspire you to create just 10 minutes a day reading to and with
your children. We believe these 10 minutes will be the most valuable time spent in your
day! If you give it a go, we would love to hear feedback at the end of May!

Why Picture Books?
We suggest children read picture books in the early years as not only do they provide
enjoyment, a connection between parents and children reading together but they offer
complex language and vocabulary, layers of meaning and a visual dimension. Picture
books are not for ‘babies’ but for everyone! They promote a love of reading and show it
does not need to feel like ‘chore’. We also encourage our older students to borrow
picture books and would love to hear parents also suggest this and then join in the fun
of reading together. Happy reading more in May!
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Click here for a look at our online catalogue for some great books to borrow!

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, please e-mail the library staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au

Book Club
Issue 3 is now out and orders are due by 8pm tonight!
This issue features:

Wednesday 4th May

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the loop’ platform.
Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of Book Club, all purchases
contribute to reward points for our school library.
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EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT
Science and Engineering Challenge
The Science and Engineering Challenge is a day-long competition designed to provide students
with a positive experience of science and engineering. This year a group of St Mary’s students
from Years 6 to 10 will be participating in the day in Toowoomba, on Tuesday 24 May. A maximum
of eight schools per day compete against each other at one venue.
Students are awarded points for each activity and the school with the most cumulative points at
the end of the day is declared the winner. The highest scoring winning schools from each
regions/zone will then compete against each other for a place in the state and perhaps the national
final.

Bevin Goodes and Louise Cowley

STUDENT SERVICES
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SPORTS REPORT
What’s on this term in sport!
Mac Zone Cricket

(postponed)

Mac Zone Tennis

Friday 6 May

DD Soccer

Monday 9 and Tuesday 10 May

Mac Zone Rugby Union

Wednesday 18 May

DD Cross Country

Tuesday 17 May

DD Tennis

Monday 23 May

DD Rugby Union

Monday 6 June and Tuesday 7 June

Mac Zone Rugby League (girls)

Wednesday 8 June

School Athletics Carnival

Friday 24 June

Darling Downs Basketball trials
Five girls and 3 boys travelled to Toowoomba for the Darling Downs basketball trials on Thursday 21 April.
Congratulations on your efforts as you played against some tough competitors. A huge congratulations to Wil
Coggan who was selected in the Darling Downs 12 years Basketball team. Wil travels to Mackay later this month
for the State Championships. Well done Wil!!!!

Darling Downs Rugby League trials
Congratulations to Tommy McDonald and Jock Jekyll on your recent performance at the Darling Downs Rugby
League trials in Stanthorpe. Tommy made it to the possible/probable and from all accounts was extremely
unlucky to miss selection. Well done boys on your efforts.
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Darling Downs Netball trials
St Mary’s had a huge contingent in the 11 years and 12 years Mac Zone Netball teams that contested the Darling
Downs trials on a very cold Toowoomba day last week. A huge congratulations to Riley Spicer, Elkie Wood and
Chloe Dunmill (shadow) who were selected in the 11 years Netball team to contest the State Championships in
Caloundra in August.

Mac Zone Cricket trials
Mac Zone Cricket trials that were scheduled for Wednesday 4 May have been postponed to a date to be
advised.
Mac Zone Tennis
A reminder that Mac Zone Tennis trials are on Friday 6 May at the Goondiwindi Tennis Courts.
Mac Zone Rugby Union
Mac Zone Rugby Union trials are set for Wednesday 11 May. Sign on sheet is outside the library and notes
will be sent home to those who sign up.
Darling Downs Soccer trials
Best wishes to the following students trialling for the Darling Downs Soccer team on Monday and Tuesday of
next week. Best wishes to –
Bree Bauer and Issy Toop (girls)
Cameron Mendes, Alex Galvin, Alex Walker and Will Corish (boys)
Mac Zone and Darling Downs Cross Country trials
At the recent Mac Zone Cross Country trials we had 3 Age Group
Champions and 10 students qualify for the Darling Downs Cross Country
trials. (Age Group Champions – Elkie Wood (11 years), Tommy McDonald
(11 years), Bree Bauer (12 years).
We wish the following students the best of luck on Tuesday 17 May at the
Darling Downs Cross Country Trials in Toowoomba Polly Wild, Milly Doherty, Elkie Wood, Bella Dowling, Bree Bauer.
Henry Smith, Fergus Murray, Tommy McDonald, Henry O’Toole, Hugo
Woods.
Mac Zone Cricket
Trials have been postponed until further notice.
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Absence due to sporting events:
Please register your child’s absence on the parent portal. This can be done in advance. As you can see,
students are heading in many directions on different days. If you can also play a part in this, it helps me
immensely.
Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au

POSITIVE EDUCATION

In the weeks leading to NAPLAN, I can’t help but think of the letter circulating the internet from a Singaporean
Principal to the parents of his school before the students’ exams. It doesn’t relate directly to our school setting,
or NAPLAN specifically, but it does have some valid points for our reflection.
All of the students who sit these tests have amazing minds – but not all of their brilliance will be recognised in
the reports you receive. You WILL see their ability to spell words correctly, their ability to construct texts based
on a stimulus, their ability to read and comprehend texts, and solve complex mathematical problems. But what
won’t you see?
The report you receive will not recognise everything that makes your child special and unique. It will not be able
to tell you that they are a skilful athlete, a brilliant musician or a talented artist. It certainly won’t be able to tell
you that your child is funny, kind, thoughtful and trustworthy or can brighten the darkest days of those around
them. It definitely won’t tell you your child’s worth or indicate with certainty their future success and happiness.
Please keep these things in mind in the days leading up to NAPLAN:
•
•
•

NAPLAN is one instrument used to gauge student knowledge and understanding of academic concepts
– many other assessments are carried out during the year to monitor their progress.
Teachers do their best to keep these tests as stress-free as possible for students, but some students still
experience anxiety in the different testing environment.
A good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast are fantastic preparation for a day of NAPLAN testing.

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 are invited to a pre-NAPLAN breakfast next Tuesday
10 May in the paved undercover area near the tuckshop (where students line up
for tuckshop).
All students in Year 9 are invited to a pre-NAPLAN breakfast next Wednesday 11
May in the paved undercover area near the tuckshop (where students line up for
tuckshop).

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

NOTICES
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