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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

Dear Families 
 

We have a busy three weeks ahead of us before the September break. On Saturday, our Year 6 cohort start their 

much awaited Canberra trip. We have 50 students (St Mary’s and St Maria Goretti, Inglewood), four staff and 

one parent attending. We wish them all the very best for their trip. Parents are reminded that there will be a 

special “cook-off” amongst the Principals of Goondiwindi at Gourmet in Gundy on Sunday at 12 noon. 

 

Building Progress 

Our new secondary building is taking shape across the 

road. The exterior cladding is being attached to the 

building and our contractors are getting close to lock-

up stage.  
 

Student Protection at St Mary’s School 

One of the most important concerns of our school 

community is the health, safety and wellbeing of our 

students. St Mary’s School has a number of specific 

child protection responsibilities which are detailed in 

the Student Protection Processes and Guidelines, available on the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Website 

along with other information for parents and caregivers which can be found at, 

https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/parents-and-community/student-protection/. 

 

At our school, we also have four staff members who can assist with student protection concerns. These staff 

members are called School Student Protection Contacts (SSPC’s) and you will see their names and photographs 

on posters around the school. Our SSPC’s for 2019 are Emma Farrow - Middle Leader Secondary, Betsy Turner 

- Guidance Counsellor, Kristina Griffiths – Year 6 Teacher and Brett Pollard - Principal. Students can speak to any 

of these contacts if they have any worries about their own safety or wellbeing, or that of a friend or classmate. 

We thank these staff members for undertaking this important role. 
 

NAPLAN Results 

Recently our Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students sat the NAPLAN tests along with all students across Queensland and 

Australia. I wish to congratulate the students on their great achievements in the recent NAPLAN tests. There 

has been a noticeable improvement in results in all domains (especially in literacy and numeracy) and the 

students are well placed in comparison with other Queensland Schools, Nationally and our whole school results 

have risen substantially over the last few years. This continued upswing in results is by in large, thanks to the 

efforts of staff in their teaching and learning strategies that have been implemented.  

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 3 Week 8 

Wednesday 04 September 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 

 

 

https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/parents-and-community/student-protection/
https://www.twb.catholic.edu.au/parents-and-community/student-protection/
http://www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au/


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

NAPLAN testing is an important snapshot of how the students are performing and we use this data along with 

all other data we collect, to inform our teaching and learning. We are really happy to celebrate that we came 

250 out 900 schools in Queensland and our goal for next year is to achieve a position less than 200.  I encourage 

parents to please discuss their child’s results with the teacher if they need any clarification about the results 

and thank those parents who have already taken the opportunity to do so. The NAPLAN reports will be posted 

out today. 

 

Thanks to our parents for your ongoing support, to our teachers for the implementation of the curriculum and 

to everyone else for making St Mary’s Parish School a community of learning! 
 

School Enrolment for 2020 

Our school numbers, especially in the secondary section of the school, are rising at a pleasing rate. We have 

had to ‘cap’ several grades in the primary school for next year and would appreciate parents letting the school 

know if your child is leaving the school at the end of the year. We are in the process of interviewing new students 

This information is always kept confidential. We are in the early process of organising our classes and teaching 

staff for 2020 and need to know how many vacancies there are for new students. 
 

2020 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tuesday 28 January Thursday 3 April 10 weeks 

Term 2 Monday 20 April Thursday 25 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 13 July Thursday 17 Sept 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tuesday 6 October Wednesday 2 Dec 9 weeks 
 

Children and Anxiety 

This week I wanted to share with you an article written by Michael Grose. 
 

Self-doubt and lack of confidence hold more kids back than any other factor. You can send kids to the best 
school available, but they won’t be happy and achieve unless they feel confident in their abilities. 
 

Real confidence building is the most important skill you can develop as a parent. Children with healthy self-
esteem and self-confidence learn more, achieve more, have more friends and are generally happier than those 
with low levels of confidence.  
 

Building a child’s confidence is complex. It is not just a matter of becoming a praise robot, heaping positive 
comments on kids at the first sign of them doing something well. For some children praise is meaningless.  

 

CONFIDENT kids take learning risks; they can separate themselves from failure or lack of success; and they are 
not dependent on the approval of their parents. I guess this last reason is why so many youngest (in the family) 
kids are risk takers as they are not as concerned as the eldest (in the family) kids about the approval of their 
parents. Knowing this stuff is one thing. Getting inside kids’ heads and shifting their thinking is another thing 
entirely.  

 

Self-esteem and confidence building is more than developing children’s capabilities as very competent children 
can be filled with self-doubts. You have to do more than teach them to be optimistic as a ‘Pollyannish’ feel-good 
view of the world won’t mean a child will take risks when they meet real challenges. You need to tackle 
children’s lack of confidence on a number of different fronts; that is what they think, how they feel and what 
they do. 
 

Head, Heart, Hands approach 
My head, heart and hand approach shows parents how to tackle confidence-building on three 
different levels: 
• foster positive mindsets in kids and a real sense of optimism. 

• help your child overcome their fears and anxieties, so they can take more risks socially and 
academically. 

• develop a lasting sense of independence and self-sufficiency so they can really start achieving. 
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Want more confidence building ideas? 
You’ll get plenty of great confidence-building ideas and parenting advice at Parentingideas Club . 

 

Quote of the Week 
“No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.” ― Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

God Bless. 
 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
Brett.Pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

I am the average 
Recently I was fortunate to attend a conference with an emphasis on wellbeing. Amongst many great messages that I 
came away with the statement that “You are the average of the five people who you spend the most time with” resonated 
most strongly with me.  The conversation was in reference to your emotional/mental state.  A number of times since the 
conference I have thought about this and how each of us ‘flavours’ the mood, wellbeing and happiness of those around 
us.   

 

At first, I thought in an outwards manner and pondered how other people affect my average. More recently though, it 
dawned on me that this little piece of wisdom contains both a question and a challenge for each of us. That being, if we 
have the capacity to influence the stability and wellbeing of others, how can we seek to improve the wellbeing of those 
around us?  How can we boost the average of those around us?  Conversely, how can we diminish the average of others? 

 

You don’t have to look far around St Mary’s to see the answers to this. Our young people are the best at it. The vast 
majority of our kids are smiling when they walk through the gates in the morning and are still smiling and laughing when 
they walk out of the gates at 3.00pm. As you walk through the grounds, they call out to each other and to staff, running 
up to share a story or a joke or to help someone in need. Automatically, the ‘average’ of our school climate increases as 
a result of their gregarious, joyful and friendly manner. Combine this with positive and engaged staff, supportive and 
community minded parents and our ‘average’ is through the roof! 

 

The challenge for all of us is, if mathematically speaking, the 5 people around you are having an ‘8 out of 10 day’, and you 
are having a ‘2 out of 10 day’, you are bringing the collective average down to a 6.8. If we can feed off the energy of those 
around us when we aren’t at our best or conversely, build up those around us when they aren’t at their best, wellbeing, 
like so many other things we do, is a community effort and a communal result. Be well! 
 

Canberra Trip 
This Saturday Mrs Prosser and Ms Frahn will lead our Year 6 students on their much awaited trip to our National Capital.  
There is an action-packed week planned and the students and staff are looking forward to the opportunity to learn about 
our history as a fledgling nation, our political system, our history at war, visit the zoo, play laser tag and head to the AIS 
to learn all about our pathways to national sporting excellence. My thanks to Mr Ash Stiles who has offered to come along 
the assist with supervision and to Ms Frahn and Mrs Prosser for giving up their time to make this trip a reality. We look 
forward to hearing all about the adventures in the coming weeks. Keep an eye on Facebook and Sunrise on Sunday 
morning to see our intrepid travellers. We wish them a safe and enjoyable trip! 
 

Goondiwindi Horse Sports 
This Friday we have 17 students (and their horses) participating in the Goondiwindi Horse Sports event at the 
showgrounds.  Lead by Mrs Kath Gore, we have had a very successful year in horse sports and are looking forward to 
rounding out 2019 with strong performances in our home town. We wish all of our riders the very best of luck for this 
event. Thanks also to Gore Land Levelling for donating new brow bands for our horses! 

 

Goondiwindi and District School Cricket Carnival 
Next Friday students from Year 4 and 5 will be participating in a cricket carnival at Riddles Oval. A letter will be sent home 
tomorrow with information for those students involved in this event. 

 

Have a fantastic week! 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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CONFIRMATION 
Congratulations to the 33 

students who made their 

Confirmation on Saturday 

night with Bishop Robert. 

It was a lovely celebration 

and the students 

represented themselves 

and their families with 

pride. These students are 

now preparing to make 

their First Communion on 

October 20th at 9am Mass. 

If your child is yet to 

collect their First 

Communion work booklet, 

please pop into the front 

office to collect it. 

 

Wishing you all a 

wonderful week. 

 

Karra Suhr 

APRE 

Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 
 
 

As mentioned last week we are working on reassuring students it is ok to keep books they are 

still reading by returns day (but please return all the other books you have). Please encourage 

your child bring in books still being read on their borrowing day to renew (or put into the return 

trolley before school if finished). We would appreciate help to reinforce this at home as it can be 

a tricky concept, we do need a return date to keep systems running smoothly but we also don’t 

want students to feel they cannot finish a book.  

This week was the last class borrowing for the term; however, on Wednesday 18th September 

there will be holiday borrowing for students in grades 2+ who would like to participate. Before 

borrowing on this day, the students know to have returned any finished items prior to this so they 

are available for others and to bring along anything they would like to renew. 

Thank you to many children/families for finding library bags and remembering to bring them in, 

great work! 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please e-mail the 
library staff at: 

 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Have a great week! 

FROM THE APRE 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
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MICRO:BIT CLUB 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

Primary School ~ Year 1 to Year 6 ~ 12:45pm to 1:25pm ~ 

Extension and Enrichment Room 

Secondary School ~ Year 7 to Year 10 ~ 1:30pm – 2:00pm 

~ Secondary Study Hall 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who will be representing St Mary’s 

Parish School in the University of New South Wales ICAS Exams. 

Science Writing  Spelling English Mathematics 

5th September  
2019 

10th September 
2019 

12th September 
2019 

17th September 
2019 

19th September 
2019 

Mac Zimmerman 
Hannah Stiller 
Jarin Charles 

Henry O’Toole 
Thomas Masel 
Rachael Stiller 
Ryan Mendes 

Scarlett Richards 
Archie Deans 

Rori Zimmerman 
George Yeo 

Thomas Masel 
Rachael Stiller 
Ryan Mendes 

Scarlett Richards 

Mac Zimmerman 
Hannah Stiller 
Henry O’Toole 
Thomas Masel 
Elsie Pritchard 
Rachael Stiller 
Ryan Mendes 

Scarlett Richards 
Lucas Burrow 
Archie Deans 

Mac Zimmerman 
Hannah Stiller 
Jarin Charles 

Thomas Masel 
Elsie Pritchard 
Rachael Stiller 
Ryan Mendes 

Scarlett Richards 
Rori Zimmerman 

Mac Zimmerman 
Hannah Stiller 
Jarin Charles 

Henry O’Toole 
Thomas Masel 
Elsie Pritchard 

Tom Yeo 
Rachael Stiller 
Ryan Mendes 
Lucas Burrow 

Scarlett Richards 
Henry Gladman 

Archie Deans 
Rori Zimmerman 

George Yeo 

 
 
Anna Jones 

E&E Coordinator 
Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 
  

ENRICHMENT AND ENHANCMENT 
 

mailto:Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fdciutli.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F02%2Fmicrobit-1080x675.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fdciutli.org%2Fmicrobits-just-arrived%2F&docid=m3KfSdRDu7hqwM&tbnid=XXJ98QObJFAGSM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiwyuzqzZ_kAhWM4nMBHXpCCv8QMwjCAShAMEA..i&w=1080&h=675&safe=strict&bih=623&biw=1366&q=micro%20bits%20image&ved=0ahUKEwiwyuzqzZ_kAhWM4nMBHXpCCv8QMwjCAShAMEA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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On Wednesday 18th September we are 

having free dress day… with a difference! 

 

Each student council meeting we get 

great ideas to fundraise for different 

charities that are close to our hearts.   

 

We have decided to have ONE day where 

you pick where YOUR gold coin donation 

goes to and below are some options of 

what to wear:   
 

• FOOTY COLOURS for kids with cancer 

- Footy Colours Day is held each year 

in September. It doesn’t have to be 

footy colours, it can be your 

favourite sports team colours. This 

charity raises money for kids with 

cancer.   
 

• PINK for Breast Cancer - Did you 

know that 1 in 8 women will be 

diagnosed with breast cancer in 

their lifetime? For this reason, we 

invite you to wear PINK for Breast 

Cancer. 
 

• RAINBOW for Poverty - Right now, 

more than 1 million children are living 

in poverty! The Smith Family Charity 

helps these disadvantaged children. 

To donate to the Smith Family Charity, wear RAINBOW. 

 

• PURPLE for Diabetes – This day is normally held in November. In the last 10 years we have 

had 6 students with type 1 diabetes come to St Mary’s. So, remember, PURPLE for 

DIABETES!  
 

• BLUE for Autism - Did you know 1 in 88 children will be diagnosed with Autism? With our 

help we can raise awareness and support development and learning. To support this 

cause please wear BLUE!    
 

• DENIM for drought - The last option is to wear DENIM.  This will to be raise money for our 

local community who is currently suffering in drought.   
 

Now here is the twist! 

You are welcome to come as a mixture of these. I have started doing some jobs at home for 

some money.  I am going to split my donation among several charities.  

For example: 

• I’m wearing a blue hat and will donate $1 to Diabetes Awareness. 

• I’m wearing a pink jumper and will donate $1 to Breast Cancer. 

• I’m wearing a denim skirt and will donate $1 to the farmers.  
 

We can’t wait to see everyone dressed up supporting the charity or charities of their choice. 

  

Student Council 
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St Mary’s OSHC will be open the upcoming pupil free day Friday 20th 

September.  

As the holidays are fast approaching please don’t forget to book in 

early for vacation care as spots are filling up fast. 

Booking forms for both vacation care and the Pupil Free Day are 

available by email, at our room in the Parish Centre and the School 

Office. 

Please see attached program of activities for vacation care in the 

Skoolbag App. 

Tanya Hohn 

Coordinator 

 M  0448 292 227 
E  co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

W   

A Brisbane Street Goondiwindi QLD 4390 

 

 

 

 

 

OHSC NEWS 
 

P&F News 
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Ready for some Science Holiday Fun? 

Come to Goondiwindi or Inglewood Library and explore the fabulous world of solids, liquids, gases and an explosion (or two) at 

one of Street Science’s exciting shows! Or if you prefer to have something a little more hands on why not try one of the 

Perfect Polymers Workshops? Children of all ages can get their hands on Faux snow and make their own slime! 

Bookings are essential. Please purchase your tickets from either Goondiwindi or Inglewood Libraries. 

For more information, please phone: 

• Goondiwindi Library - 07 4671 7470 

• Inglewood Library  - 07 4671 0208 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


