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Term 4 Week 1
Wednesday 6 October 2021

Seek Truth Through Knowledge
+s 0

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

EVERY CHILD MATTERS
October- the Month of the Holy Rosary
The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is
primarily due to the fact that the liturgical Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is
celebrated annually on October 7. It was instituted to honour the Blessed Virgin
Mary in gratitude for the protection that she gives the Church in answer to the
praying of the Rosary by the faithful.
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Dear Parents and Caregivers
Welcome back to school for an action–packed Term 4. We will hopefully be
able to avoid any further disruptions to our students from the Covid saga this
term and will be able to house full classes every day.
A decision has been made to hold our Awards ceremonies during the day as
we did last year. This will allow all our students to attend, rather than those in
NSW possibly missing out due to Border Restrictions. Further information will
be sent out in our next LINKS.

Year 5 Camp
Our Year 5 cohort departs on camp to Emu Gully on Monday, 18 October and
return on Wednesday, 20 October. This camp is an excellent prelude to the
Year 6 camp, where they focus on teamwork and giving all activities “a go!”

SRIP Review - St George
I will be a member of the Review panel for St Patrick’s School in St George from
18 – 20 October. This is a great experience to view how other schools work and
how they connect with their communities. The review is very similar to the
review we had at St Mary’s in 2019. During my absence, Mrs Ina Winter will be
the Acting Principal, as Mr Shaw will be on a training course in Brisbane.

Staffing 2022
We still await our final staffing breakdown for 2022 from the Toowoomba
Catholic Schools Office. We expect to receive it in the next fortnight. This
breakdown and allocation of staff is dependent on the number of children
enrolled in the school and will change up to Day 8 of Term 1 in 2022. For this
reason, I kindly ask any parents who may be moving from Goondiwindi, to
please let me know as soon as possible, to allow the school to adequately staff
classrooms for next year.
I will ensure that any information is kept strictly confidential and thank those
parents who have already informed the school of your family intentions for
2022.
Quote of the Week:
The best and most beautiful things in life
Cannot be seen, not touched, but are
Felt in the heart.
Helen Keller

God Bless.
Brett Pollard
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Welcome to Term 4!
This term is a shorter term and no doubt it will go very quickly! I trust that
you have all had an enjoyable and restful break. Whilst I wasn’t able to travel
interstate to see my family, I was able to visit a part of Queensland that I
hadn’t seen before, which was lovely.
As well as Term 4 being a time of completing curriculum and assessments,
there are many other things happening. Here are just a few key dates for this
term. (As a disclaimer, whilst these dates are accurate at present, unforeseen
circumstances sometimes lead to the need to reschedule events.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Get Set for Prep days: Wednesdays 6/10, 13/10, 20/10, 27/10
Primary Parent-Teacher Interviews: Wednesday 6/10
Opera in the Gardens workshop: Friday 8/10
Crazy Sock Day: Friday 15/10
Year 6 Transition Day: Monday 18/10
Year 5 Camp (Emu Gully): Monday 18/10 – Wednesday 20/10
Book Fair: Monday 18/10 – Thursday 21/10
Prep to Year 2 Swimming Carnival: Friday 22/10
Grandparents’ Day Liturgy: Friday 29/10
Year 3 Camp (Camp Laurence): Thursday 4/11 – Friday 5/11
Family Week (Week 6): Monday 8/11 – Friday 12/11
Remembrance Day: Thursday 11/11
Remembrance Day Prayer Liturgy: Friday 12/11
Primary and Secondary Captains’ speeches: Tuesday 16/11
Prep to Year 3 Awards Day: Tuesday 23/11
Year 4 to 10 Awards Day: Wednesday 24/11
Year 6 Graduation Mass: Friday 26/11
End of Year Mass: Monday 29/11
Prep Christmas Play: Wednesday 1/12
Last day of school: Wednesday 1/12

And I haven’t even tried to list all the sporting events etc…. Phew!
Here’s a great verse to focus on: “Be kind and tender-hearted to one another,
forgiving each other as in Christ God forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32)
John Shaw (Deputy Principal)
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FROM THE APRE

Welcome to Term 4. This term is short, yet action packed, full of exciting learning
experiences, camps and of course, end of year celebrations!
SOCKTOBER AND 2WM PRAYER LITURGY

Students will celebrate “Socktober” on Friday 15 October. This day
will be a free dress day where students bring a gold coin donation
and come in crazy socks! Some students even add socks to all their
clothing and hair! The funds raised go to Catholic Missions who
work globally to bring the best of life to all. We encourage all
students to take part in the fun and in that way contribute to the
fundraising.

2WM will be presenting the prayer liturgy at our
weekly assembly at 8:45am on that Friday morning.
We are looking forward to listening to our Year 2
students!

FIRST COMMUNION

At 9:30am Mass on Sunday morning 17 October, students completing
the Sacramental program will make their First Communion. Details of
the celebration will be emailed to the parents of the students who are
taking part in the program. All are welcome to attend Mass and join us
for a very special morning tea after the ceremony. We keep these
students in our thoughts and prayers over the coming days.
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A thought for the week:

Mrs Ina Winter
ina.winter@twb.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

Mindsets
"Becoming is better than being.
~ Carol Dweck
One of the lead researchers on “mindsets” is Professor Carol Dweck, and according to her
there are two types of mindsets: a fixed mindset and a growth mindset.
In a fixed mindset, people believe their qualities are fixed traits and therefore cannot
change. These people document their intelligence and talents rather than working to
develop and improve them. They also believe that talent alone leads to success, and effort
is not required.
Alternatively, in a growth mindset, people have an underlying belief that their learning and
intelligence can grow with time, experience, and effort. When people believe they can get
smarter, they realize that their effort influences their success, so they put in extra time,
leading to higher achievement.
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Common beliefs
Fixed mindset
•
•
•

“How smart I am is all genetic and so I don’t have any control over it.”
I can’t change who I am. My personality is hard-wired”
“Failure sucks!”

Growth mindset
•
•
•

“Anyone can increase their intelligence through effort.”
“The harder you try, the more you will learn.”
Failure is OK, It’s part of learning!”

Informative links
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUWn_TJTrnU

https://www.developgoodhabits.com/fixed-mindset-vs-growth-mindset/

Upcoming Important Dates/Events/Notices

Date

Event

10 Oct

Goondiwindi Emergency
Services Day

18 Oct

Year 6 Transition Day

11 Nov

9 Hospitality Excursion

11 Nov

Remembrance Day

01 Dec

Last day of Term

Notes
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The Secondary School in Pictures
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LIBRARY CORNER

When: Monday 18 October to Thursday 21 October
Open hours: 8:15am - 8:35am
1:00pm until 1:25pm
3:00pm to 4:00pm
Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, please e-mail the library staff at:
goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT

Extension and Enrichment
Lunchtime Activities – Term 4, Weeks 2-8
Drama Club – Tuesdays 2nd Break Play
This Photo by

Science/Technology - Wednesdays 2nd Break Play

This Photo by

Tai Chi – Thursdays 2nd Break Play
All Welcome!

- Mrs Cowley

SPORTS NEWS
Woolworths Cricket Blast School Cup
Two St Mary’s teams competed at the T20 cricket day at Riddles Oval on Wednesday 6 October.

11 Years Rugby League State Championships
Congratulations to Hugo Vukovich who travelled to Townsville in the first
week of the school holidays for the 11 Years Rugby League State
Championships. We were extremely proud of your efforts.
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Darling Downs Aquathlon
Nominations are being called for the Darling Downs Aquathlon event which is to be held at the
Dalby Aquatic Centre on Friday 29 October. If your child is born in 2010 or 2011 and is a competent
swimmer and runner, (the event is a 1km run, 200m swim and then another 1km run), they can sign
up on the sign-on sheet outside the library. We may need to hold a school trial beforehand, as
numbers are capped at 5 boys/5 girls per age group.
Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au

STUDENT COUNCIL
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NOTICES
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