
 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

+s0 

 

 
 
 

 

“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
Dear Families 

 

A warm welcome to Week 5 of our term. Starry, Starry Night was a huge success last Saturday evening with a 
great turnout and excellent performances from our students. I extend a huge congratulations to Chantal and 
the P&F Committee, our staff representatives Karra and Dave, all staff and especially Benita Klowss and Sam 
Jessen for their outstanding efforts on the day. Thank you to all the parents who baked and were involved in 
the set-up of the stalls and pack up after the event.  
 

McIntyre Young Writers Competition 
The results for the competition were sent to the school overnight and all competition finalists will receive a 
letter today inviting them to the prize giving to be held in the Centenary Centre at St Mary’s next Tuesday 12 
November 2019 at 4.45pm. There will be a sausage sizzle and refreshments for $2 each after the presentation. 

 

Prep Orientation Day 

Our second 2020 Prep Orientation will be held tomorrow and the children will spend the morning with the 
teachers who have been allocated for the Prep classes next year. I have appointed Ms Jane Riethmuller and 
Mrs Amanda Aylwin to teach the Prep R class. Jane will teach the children from Mondays to Thursdays and 
Amanda will teach them on Fridays. Both these wonderful teachers have a great deal of experience with 
teaching Prep and will make a wonderful combination in the class. Mrs Sonya Morrissy will also be assisting in 
Prep R as the Prep Teacher Aide.  Miss Jane Edwards has been appointed as the teacher of Prep E and will have 
Mrs Emma Gee as her Prep Teacher Aide.  
 

2020 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tuesday 28 January Thursday 3 April 10 weeks 

Term 2 Monday 20 April Thursday 25 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 13 July Thursday 17 Sept 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tuesday 6 October Wednesday 2 Dec 9 weeks 
 

Please note that there is usually a gazetted Pupil Free Curriculum Judgement Day on the third 

Monday of Term 3. The state government in line with the new ATAR System requirements, has changed this 
day to Friday, 11 September 2020.  

Quote of the Week  

“The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world, are the ones that do.” 

Anonymous 

Have a great week. 
God bless. 
 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 4 Week 5 

Wednesday 06 November 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 
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Starry, Starry Night 
At the risk of using the old cliché that ‘the journey is more 
important than the destination’ events such as Starry, Starry 
Night are very much about the ‘journey’ as much as they are the 
‘destination’.  That is, the preparation and planning, the many 
meetings, conversations and laughs that lead to a wonderful 
night create as many great relationships and memories as the 
event itself. Starry, Starry Night was a great example of the 
powerful and positive relationships that exist at St Mary’s. 
Students, staff and parents working together to create great 
opportunities for our community.   
 

I was particularly impressed with the involvement of our junior 
school and secondary school students in the setup, 
performances and pack up of the event. In particular I would like 
to acknowledge our Stage Crew which was comprised of 
students from Year 7 to 10, who set up the stage on Friday 
afternoon and Saturday morning, assisted with sound checks on 
Saturday afternoon before the event and worked feverishly 
during the night to ensure that the performers had everything 
they needed to ensure that they could be at their absolute best 
for the crowd! 
 

I would also like to thank our many performers from Years 4 to 
9 who presented an array of musical and drama performances throughout the evening. The level of talent in 
our student community is quite evident, as is the courage and willingness to take the stage in front of a very 
large crowd of adults and your peers!  
 

Thanks also to Sam Jessen and Benita Klowss for their expertise, talent, passion, patience and sheer amount of 
time given to inspire, prepare and encourage our students on stage. 
 

Finally, thanks to Chantal Corish, the P&F and the many parent volunteers for the many hours of effort before, 
during and after the event to make it such a great success. 
 

Student Elections  
With the end of the school year fast approaching, we are preparing our students for leadership roles at the 
school for 2020. Students who wish to be considered for election will be presenting their leadership speeches 
in the church on Monday 18 November at the following times: 

• Secondary School  9.00am 

• Year 5 Boys  10.00am 

• Year 5 Girls  11.15am 
 

The speeches will be made in alphabetical order according to surnames with students from Year 4 to 6 viewing 
and voting for Year 6 2020 leaders and all secondary students viewing and voting for secondary leaders in 2020. 
 

Parents are very welcome to attend the leadership speeches. 
 

Mac Young Writers 
On Tuesday 12 November at 4.45pm St Mary’s will be hosting the Mac Young Writers awards evening. The 
following students will be receiving awards and are to be congratulated for the hard work and creativity that 
has culminated in their success: 
  

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Thur 7 Nov Prep Orientation Day 

Mon 11 Nov GSHS Graduation Mass 
9:00am (Year 4 – 10) 
Remembrance Day Mass 6F 
11:15am (Prep – Year 6) 

Tue 12 Nov Macintyre Writers 
Presentation Evening from 
4.30pm St Mary’s 
Centenary Centre 

Mon 25 Nov Prep – Year 3 Awards Night 
5:30pm 

Wed 27 Nov Year 4 – 10 Awards Night 
5:30pm 

Thur 28 Nov Year 10 Farewell Lunch 

Fri 29 Nov Year 6 Celebration Mass 

Mon 2 Dec End of Year Mass 9:30am 

Tues 3 Dec Secondary School End of 
Year Celebration 

Wed 4 Dec Prep Christmas Play 9:30am 
End of School Year 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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First Name Last Name 

Luke Aylwin 

Samuel Bishop 

Emily Chandler 

Jarin Charles 

Sophie Coleborn 

Miranda Corish 

Gabrielle Farrow 

Veronica Farrow 

Caitlin Fisher 

Bella Fisher 

Nicholas Gee 

Poppy Gibbons 

Ella Gillece 

Molly Giltrow 

Hugo Heath 

Georgia Henderson 

 
 

Running Club 
Thursday mornings – meet at the pool at 7.00am, swim/run or run only. 
Friday mornings – meet at school at 7.00am, run only. 
All welcome, breakfast afterwards 
 

U13/14 Rugby Union 2020 
The Goondiwindi Emus, in conjunction with Downs Rugby is seeking expressions of interest from boys who are 
born in 2006 and 2007 who would like to play in a combined club rugby team in the Downs Rugby Competition. 
Boys and families who are interested are asked to contact Mrs Angela Hegarty anjheg@hotmail.com or 0408 
348 557. 
 

Have a great week! 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

Remembrance Day  
On November 11, we stop and pay our respects to the thousands of people who lost their lives to war. This 
year, our Primary school students will stop and remember in a moving liturgy prepared by 6F in the Church at 
11.15am.  

 

Our Secondary students and Primary School Captains will attend the service at the Town Park from 10.50am.  
Parents and members of our community are welcome to attend either of these services.  
 

Year 12 Graduation Mass  
Each year St Mary’s invites the Year 12 cohort from Goondiwindi State High School to attend a Mass as part of 
their graduation week celebrations. This year, the Mass will be held on Monday 11 November at 9am. All 
students in Years 4-10 will be in attendance and we warmly extend an invitation to anyone wishing to attend 
this uplifting celebration.  

 

Wishing you all a great week!  
Karra Suhr 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 

First Name Last Name 

Isaac Hilton 

Georgia Hoffman 

Cody Jackson 

Matilda McDonald 

Alisha McEachern 

Dusty McInnerney 

Xanthe McKay 

Isabella Smith 

Molly Smith 

Riley Spicer 

Nicholas Stuart 

Aranui Va'Ai 

Nellie Warren-Behm 

Lucy Webb 

George Yeo 

Rori Zimmerman 

FROM APRE 
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Return day is Friday.  
Please ensure all items finished with are returned, if a book is still being read, we 
encourage the children to keep this book and bring to their library lesson next 
week and renew the book for another borrow period. Please also ensure your 
child has his/her library bag for borrowing next week. 

 

Next week is our last borrow for the year due to stock take beginning. These books 
will need to be returned on or by Friday 22nd November, please do not keep 
books at home after this day.  

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please 
e-mail the library staff at: goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Have a great week! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

Monday 18th November 

3pm 

This issue features: 

BOOK CLUB 
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Brochures are not being sent home for the last Book club but are 

available at the front office for collection or here. This issue contains the 
latest ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ book along with another favourite ‘Tom 

Gates’. 

 

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted.  Please 
order online using ‘the loop’ platform. Information can be found on the 

order forms. Thank you for your support of Book Club, all purchases 
contribute to reward points for our school library. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Did you know St Vincent de Paul was a priest but was captured by pirates and sold as a slave? 
He helped his third master find his way back to follow God and was released back to France. 

He then worked tirelessly helping the poor and that is why he is known as the Great Apostle of 
Charity. 

 

Christmas is all about Jesus and family. It’s spending time together, sharing a meal and making 
meaningful memories.  
 

Unfortunately, many families in Australia can’t afford a meal or gifts. 
 

The Student Council will be running the St Vincent DePaul Christmas Appeal again this year. 
We are asking for donations of non-perishable food items or gifts. There will be a basket in 
your classroom for your donations.  
 

We would love to help other families make special memories this year. 
 

Tom Yeo & Eli Capra (Yr 4 Student Council Representatives) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

P&F Committee would like to invite you to the next meeting to be held on Monday 11 November 

at 6.00pm at the Victoria Hotel.  

  

P&F News 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
 

 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/BrowseCatalogue.aspx
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St Mary’s OSHC offers before school care from 6.45am-8.30am and after school care from 

3.00pm- 6.00pm. Our vacation care program opens from 8.00am -5.30pm every school 

holidays and every pupil free day. 

 

For booking and enquires please phone or call in to the Parish Centre to see our great facilities 

and program. 

Tanya Hohn 

Coordinator 

 

 M  0448 292 227 

E  co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

W catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au 

A Brisbane Street Goondiwindi QLD 4390 
  

OSHC 
 

http://www.catholicearlyedcare.com.au/
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Please enjoy some photos from Starry, Starry Night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
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