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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

Afternoon Pick-Up 
With the new building that has commenced across the road, there has been a large increase in the road traffic 
to and from the building site. The builders will ensure that deliveries are only made to the site from the southern 
entrance of Brisbane street in order to lessen any traffic directly in front of the school.  Please note that the 
afternoon pick-up will become very congested and we ask that parents please ensure their children only cross 
the road with their parents. 

 

A reminder to all parents that after school collection of P-6 students must please take place from the 
undercover area at the front of the school. The area next to the bicycle racks and Fr Hermi’s residence is not a 
collection point.  The undercover area is the only area, which has a member of the school team on duty to 
ensure that the students are safe and being collected by their parents or carers. Please help keep your children 
safe. 

 

NAPLAN Tests 
Next week our Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students sit the NAPLAN tests. We try to ensure that the children are not 
stressed about the tests and that they think of them as another day at school where we are doing some form 
of testing. The students have been prepared for NAPLAN and would have seen a good number of example 
questions before they sit the tests. Parents are to please ensure that the children get a good night's sleep before 
each test and that they eat breakfast before coming to school.  

 

Enrolling for Prep 2020 
We are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence Prep next year. Children born 
between 1 July 2014 and 30 June 2015 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with older children 
already at the school not to delay, as enrolment numbers are already healthy and we will have to “cap” the 
number of students in Prep as we do not have the space to hold a third prep class in 2020.   

 

Open Day 2017 – Friday 24 May 2019 (Prep – 10) 
The school is holding an Open Day on Friday 24 May. We will start the day with an assembly at 8.45am, followed 
by open classrooms whilst the students work, until 10.45am. A morning tea will be provided at 10.45am for all 
visitors to the school.  

 

The premise for holding an Open Day, is to showcase our school to parents, prospective parents and the 
community in general. We cordially invite ALL our parents and prospective parents to visit the school at some 
time during the morning. Visitors will be able visit all our classes from Prep to the Secondary School and see the 
wonderful teaching and learning that is taking place in the school. Please spread the word to your friends and 
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family about our Open Day and encourage any prospective parents to attend on the day. Grandparents are 
welcome too. I’m sure that most of the children would love to see their parents visiting the school whilst they 
are learning.  
 

Secondary Buildings 
RJ Hanna have commenced the 
building of Stage 2 of our Secondary 
School. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Quote of the Week 
“I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realize I should have been more specific.” 

Lily Tomlin 
Best wishes for a great week. 
Brett Pollard 
Principal 

 
 

Mothers Day 
 

This week we will all take 
the time to celebrate the 
women in our lives. 
Whether it is our mums, 
wives, sisters, grandma or 
aunties, we are all blessed 
to have significant women 
in our lives who have 
shaped us and helped us to 
become the people that we 
are.  

 

Whilst the emphasis is 
sometimes on the giving of 
presents to acknowledge 
our mums in particular, it is 
also a time to tell them 
honestly that you love 
them and perhaps share a story or two with them about how they 
have shaped you in your life.  Mums (and mother figures) have a 
special way of loving us that no other can replicate. I once heard it 
described as a “gentleness to their strength and a strength to their 
gentleness”. I also remember when Sarah was pregnant with Harriet 

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Fri 10th May Mothers Day Liturgy – 1W 

Tue 14th–Thur 
16th May 

NAPLAN Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 

Tues 14th May Mac Zone 100m & 200m 
Trials 

Wed 15th May Yr 8-10 Cotton Aust Tour 
Mac Zone Rugby Union 

Thurs 16th May Mac Zone 800m Trials 

Mon 20th–Thurs 
23rd May 

Book Fair 

Wed 22nd May Mac Zone High Jump Trials 

Thurs 23rd May Mac Zone Shot Put & 
Discus Trials 

Fri 24th May OPEN DAY – Whole School 

Thurs 30th May  Mac Zone Athletics 

Fri 7th June World Environment Day 
Liturgy – 3W 

Tues 18th June Darling Downs Track & 
Field 

Wed 19th June APSMO Games 

Thurs 27th June School Athletics Carnival 

Friday 28th June PUPIL FREE DAY 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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our second child and she said to my mum (who has 5 children) “how do you share your love when you have another baby, 
does it mean you love your other kids less?”.  Mum replied simply “You don’t.  You just get more love”. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the many mums, aunts and grandma’s on our staff, not only do they raise amazing children, 
they share their wonderful ‘mum’ qualities and love across the students (and staff) of St Mary’s. Celebrate the women in 
your life well this weekend men and behalf of the St Mary’s staff, thanks to all the mums for gifting us with such a 
wonderful student body! 
 

Winter Uniform 
Temperatures are forecast to drop over the weekend and we will move to wearing our winter uniform from Monday 13 
May with a two-week transition phase. Monday 27th May it will become compulsory.  A reminder that winter and summer 
uniforms are NOT to be ‘mixed’.  

 

Under 8s Day – Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 
On Friday 31 May St Mary’s will welcome the schools and kindergartens from our surrounding district to celebrate the 
youngest students in our school.  The morning will run from 9.00am to 11.00am and will include a variety of activities 
facilitated by staff from the schools attending and various community groups.  Parents are very welcome to attend and 
celebrate with us! Regular Tuckshop will be available for the whole school all day, as well as a special purchasing menu 
for Under 8’s participants at 1st break.  

 

Have a great week. 
Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

 
 

Religious Education Accreditation  
This week, we have members of staff, Mrs Sarah Morrissy, Ms Jane Edwards, Mrs Bev Richards and Mrs Rachael 
Reeves in Toowoomba studying to gain their first subject towards becoming accredited to teach Religious 
Education. This is an important part of these teacher’s faith and professional development and in turn will 
benefit the students at our school. Arrangements have been made to replace these teachers next week, that 
will cause minimal disruptions to these classes.  

 

Secondary Tie Ceremony 
All new students in our Secondary School will be presented with their new school ties (worn with their formal 
winter uniform) on Sunday 12 May at 6pm Mass. We realise this date is Mother’s Day but this was the only 
Sunday night Mass time in April and May. We also opted for a Sunday night, rather than a Saturday night to stay 
clear of weekend sport and commitments. This ceremony is a beautiful exchange between a Parishioner and a 
student and supports the strong link the school has with the Parish. These ties are donated by members of the 
Parish and School. Please email me if you would like to donate a tie to a secondary student (normally $30.00). 
(karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au) 
 

NAPLAN 
Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 partake in the 
National Assessment Program Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) test in May each year. These 
assessments are an opportunity for students to 
demonstrate what they have learned in class. For 
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 there are four tests 
covering numeracy, reading, writing and language 
conventions (spelling, punctuation and grammar). 
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The NAPLAN test results and the student reports are released in Term 3. The results provide information about 
student achievement that can be used to inform teaching and learning programs. A timetable of the tests is 
provided above. We ask that all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 be at school on these days. A catch-up day will 
be scheduled on Friday 17th May.  
 

Wishing you a wonderful term,  
Karra Suhr 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Australian Problem Solving Maths Olympiad  
 

 

APSMO is a not-for-profit, professional organisation that offers a range of mathematical competitions for students aged 

from around eight to 14. The programs are unique in that they focus on students' ability to solve mathematical problems 

in a creative manner - as opposed to simply reaching a solution using a prescribed method. 

The Maths Olympiads are problem solving competitions for high achieving students in Years 5 and 6, and Years 7 and 8 at 

school. Comprising two divisions: the Junior Division (Years 5 and 6) and the Senior Division (Years 7 and 8). The Maths 

Olympiads have been offered in primary schools since 1987 and in high schools since 2003. The Olympiads have gained in 

popularity over the years and have developed a reputation for excellence in mathematical education, resulting in 

thousands of schools from across Australia and New Zealand entering teams into the competition every year.  

 

The Maths Games competition provides an opportunity for mainstream students in Years 5 and 6 to learn valuable 

problem solving skills and exposes them to the application of mathematical problem solving strategies and techniques. 

Teams of high-achieving Years 3 and 4 students may also be considered for entry to the Maths Games competition as a 

precursor to the Maths Olympiads. 

Olympiad 1 – Tuesday 21st May, 2019 

Maths Games – Primary School - 9am 

Maths Olympiad – Primary School – 11:30am 

Maths Olympiad – Secondary School – Year 7 : 12:30pm - Year 8 : 2pm 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to represent St Mary’s School in the annual 

Australian Problem Solving Olympiad for 2019. 

Maths Games – Primary School 
5G 5L 4L 4R 3C 3W 

Poppy Gibbons 
Hunter Gibson 
Henry Gladman 

Claudia Woodhead 
Eleanor Petrie 

Lily Dawson 
Darcy McGregor 

Walter Wild 
 

Emma Bishop 
Ciaran Brennan 

Josie Jekyll 
Matilda McDonald 

Breck Norman 
Declyn Wren 
Fred Prosser 
Lucas Burrow 

 

Elsie Pritchard 
Mia Wilson 
Tom Elmes 

Bridie Castle 
 

Emily Chandler 
Blaze Fisher 
Riley Gore 

Josie Thompson 
Tom Yeo 

Ryan Mendes 
 
 

Gabby Farrow 
Emidey Wren 

Tommy Bishop 
Jarin Charles 

 

 

 

 

 

E & E 
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Maths Olympiad – Primary School 
6P 6F 5G 5L 4L 

Isabel Burling 
Leah Gee 

Kai Goodes 
Pippa Gore 

Curtis Lambert 
Millie Roberts 

Charlotte Rocks 
Isobel Stewart 

Riley Watts 
 

Ethan Chandler 
Brody Gallegos 
Riley Hegarty 

Georgia Henderson 
Hayleigh Hobday 

Will Kelly 
Eve Stiles 

Shelby Orchard 
Fred Taylor 
George Yeo 

Rori Zimmerman 
Annabelle Rocks 

Seth Rice 
Miranda Corish 

Veronica Farrow 
Billy Spicer 

 

Archie Deans 
Harvey Klowss 

Scarlett Richards 
 
 

Thomas Masel 
Rachel Stiller 

 

 

Maths Olympiad – Secondary School 
Year 7 Year 8 

Bailey Castle 
Kirsten Chick 

Olivia Feltham 
Jake Hegarty 

Cooper Jeans-Kliendienst 
Grace Moffat 

Josh Rice 
Sahej Sandu 

Dante Van Heerden 
Georgia Watts 
Lachlan Wilson 

Maddison Yench 
Dylan Lyndsay 

Nicholas Gee 
Kaitlin Gore 

Lillian Heeson 
Hamish Hobday 

Elsie Stewart 
Nicholas Stuart 

 

 

 
USQ Science and Engineering Challenge  
 

The Science and Engineering Challenge is a day-long competition designed to provide Year 9 and 10 (and younger year 

levels at St Mary’s) with a positive experience of science and engineering.  A maximum of 8 schools per day compete 

against each other at one venue. 

Each school ‘team’ is divided into eight groups of between 2 to 4 students per group.  Each group will then do either one 

full-day activity, or two half-day activities (i.e one activity in the morning session, and a different one in the afternoon 

session).  Students are assigned a colour, to identify which activity(s) they will do during the morning and afternoon 

sessions.   

Students are awarded points for each activity and the school with the most cumulative points at the end of the day is 

declared the winner.  The highest scoring winning schools from each region/zone will subsequently compete again each 

other for a place in the state and – perhaps – the national final.   

Congratulations to the following students who will represent St Mary’s at the USQ Science and Engineering Challenge on 

Wednesday 22nd May 2019. 

Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
Leah Gee 

Kai Goodes 
Curtis Lambert 
Millie Roberts 

Riley Watts 
Ethan Chandler 
Brody Gallegos 

Will Kelly 
Fred Taylor 
George Yeo 

Rori Zimmerman 

Bailey Castle 
Kirsten Chick 

Olivia Feltham 
Jake Hegarty 

Cooper Jeans-Kleindiest 
Grace Moffat 

Josh Rice 
Sahej Sandu 

Dante Van Heerden 
Georgia Watts 
Lachlan Wilson 

Nicholas Gee 
Kaitlin Gore 

Lillian Heeson 
Hamish Hobday 

Elsie Stewart 
Tim Petrie 

Caitlin Fisher 
Jordan Moloney 

Diesel Casey-Buttie 
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University of New South Wales ICAS Exams  
Registrations now open!  
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht 
 
Year 2 – Year 10 students 
Digital Technologies – Science – Writing – Spelling – English - Mathematics 
 

ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are 

based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level 

of learning. 

The series of assessments provide another option for parents to assess academic success of their child in comparison to 

students across Australia.  The exams are undertaken at school under exam conditions with a cost of $15 per exam, 

payable to the school office. 

Digital 
Technologies 

Science Writing * Spelling English Mathematics 

3rd September 
2019 

5th September  
2019 

10th September 
2019 

12th September 
2019 

17th September 
2019 

19th September 
2019 

*Not available Year 2 

Please contact Anna Jones for further clarification.  Registrations close 27th June 2019.  

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Opti-MINDS 
Registrations now open! 
https://bit.ly/2vBxon7 
 
Year 4 – Year 10 
 

Opti-MINDS is a creative problem solving event where students are required to solve demanding, open-ended challenges 

from one of the following categories: Language Literature, Science Engineering and Social Sciences. 

THE CHALLENGE… 

▪ Teams of 4 – 7 students work together on a Language Literature, Science Engineering or Social Sciences Long 

Term Challenge for up to six weeks.   

▪ Students present the product of their ideas – their Challenge solution – to a panel of judges and an audience on 

Challenge Day. They have 10 minutes in which to present and must do so in a 3 x 3 metre performance area. 

▪ The teams must also participate in an unseen Spontaneous Challenge on Opti-MINDS Day. This Challenge 

requires rapid interchange of ideas, the ability to think effectively, creatively, and well-developed group 

cooperation skills. 

▪ Parents will be required to transport their child to and from the event at UQ Gatton on Sunday 25th August 

2019. 

▪ Students will be required to use their own time before school, after school and weekends to coordinate their 

ideas with their group. 

Please contact Anna Jones for further information. Registrations close 14th June 2019. 

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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Extension and Enrichment Competition Dates 
 

 

USQ Science and 
Engineering Challenge 

Australian Problem Solving 
Maths Olympiad 

University of NSW 
Exams 

Opti-MINDS 

22nd May 2019 
USQ Toowoomba 

APSMO 
Digital Technologies 
3rd September 2019 

25th August 2019 
UQ Gatton 

Olympiad 1 
21st May 2019 

Science 
5th September 2019 

Olympiad 2 
19th June 2019 

Writing 
10th September 2019 

Olympiad 3 
30th July 2019 

Spelling 
12th September 2019 

Olympiad 4 
20th August 2019 

English 
17th September 2019 

Olympiad 5 
17th September 2019 

Mathematics 
19th September 2019 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Enrichment Clubs @ E&E Room – TERM 2 
12:45 – 1:30pm 
 

Thank you to all students who have shown interest in attending the lunch time enrichment activities this term. Students 

will be reminded of the available activities at assembly each morning.   

Additional students on waiting lists will be submitted into the Micro:Bit, Chess and Scratch – Code Club groups 

throughout the term. 

Micro:Bit Chess Scratch – Code Club 
Monday & Tuesday Thursday Friday 

Gus Walker 
Blaze Fisher 

Tom Yeo 
Ryan Mendes 
Rachel Stiller 

Josie Thompson 
Scarlett Reardon 
Emily Chandler 

Eli Capra 
Harry Dowling 

Tom Masel 
Rory Murray 

Macy McNulty 
Elka Gall 

Elsie Pritchard 
Elle Baker 

George Yeo 6F 
Alex Mills 6P 

 
Poppy Gibbons 5G 
Miranda Corish 5G 

 
Tom Yeo 4R 

Ryan Mendes 4R 
Ava Corish 4R 

 
Patrick Scudamore 3C 

 
Pippa Mooney 2G 
Carter Reeves 2G 

Lexi Boyd 
Emidey Wren 
Leah Carrigan 

Alice Pink 
Isabelle Smith 

Patrick Scudamore 
Alex Galvin 

Tommy McDonald 
Fred Carrigan 
Henry O’Toole 

Lachlan Henderson 
Gurshaan Singh 
Ambrose Klowss 

Jarin Charles 
Rupert Raymond 

Toby Corish 
Chloe Dunmill 
Xanthe Mckay 

Patricia Murphy 
Olivia Boyd 
Riley Spicer 

Tayla Burrow 
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TIMESTABLE CLUB THURSDAY! 
 
8:00am – 8:30am – Library 
Year 2 – Year 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next P&F meeting is to be held next Monday May 13th at 3:00pm in the Library. We welcome all 

parents and caregivers to attend. 
 

 
At St Mary’s OSHC Easter Vacation 
Care we visited the MAPP Animal 
Shelter. This was a great learning 
environment for the children and we 
also gave a donation to the shelter. 

We also had Amazing Adam visit 
OSHC to perform his magic. 

We look forward to another fun 
Vacation Care this July holidays.  

For more information on bookings for Vacation 
Care, Before and After School Care at our 
fantastic OSHC please call 0448 292 227 or 
email: 
co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au. 

  

OHSC 
 

P & F NEWS 
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NOTICES 
 


