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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

“EVERY CHILD MATTERS”
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Week 7. We held our Years 3-10 Swimming Carnival yesterday which was a
great success. Our students had fun whilst competing and we had a great crowd of
parents who attended. A vote of thanks goes to Mrs Abbie Rose and Mrs Kath Spicer for
the excellent preparation for the day and to all the staff for the set-up and take-down
afterwards.
We ran out of time to present the Age Champions and will hand these medallions and
certificates out on Friday morning. Please note that we will change the order of events
for assembly and hand out the Age Champion Certificates first before continuing with the
usual assembly. Parents are welcome to attend (please practice social distancing).

P&F Meet and Greet - Friday 18/3/22
Whilst the Student Council is holding a disco for the children at 6:00pm on Friday 18
March, parents are invited to join the P&F for a Meet and Greet outside the
administration building. The P & F will supply snacks and beverages for parents. We would
love all parents, old and new to the school, to support the meet and greet.

ENROLLING FOR PREP 2023 – Please enrol now!
As a part of our forward planning, we are currently accepting enrolment applications for
students to commence Prep next year. Children born between 1 July 2017 and 30 June
2018 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children already at the
school not to delay, as we are currently fielding a great deal of interest for places in this
cohort.
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Interactive Televisions
We are delighted to announce the installation of the five final interactive televisions into the
Prep, Year 1 and Year 3 classes. We now have the latest interactive digital technology in all the
classrooms for use in the teaching and learning process.

Sign - in Register
A reminder to all parents that if you visit the school during school hours for any reason, you must
sign-in at the office. We are required, by law, to know who is in the school grounds at all times.
This includes parents who are dropping off a lunch box or any other item for their children.
If you have an appointment to attend with your child, please sign your child out at the office and
the office staff will ask the teacher to send your child to the office. When they return from their
appointment, they will need to be signed-in once again.

DATE CLAIMERS
DATE
Fri 18 March

EVENT
INFORMATION
P-10 Disco – Centenary Mrs White/ Student Council
Centre 6pm
21 – 23 March
Queensland
Swimming Gatton
Trials
21 – 24 March
Year 6 Camp – Currimundi
Year 6 Teachers, Mr Pollard,
and Mr Shaw
Wed 30 March
Parent Teacher Interviews
In classrooms
Thurs 31 March
School Cross Country
Riddles Oval 9a.m.
Fri 1 April
Easter Mass + colour fun run School
Term 1 ends at 6pm
Wed 20 April
Term 2 begins
School Photos
Formal uniform
Fri 22 April
Year 6 ANZAC Liturgy
Assembly
Mon 25 April
ANZAC Day
Fri 29 April
Goondiwindi Show Holiday
Mon 2 May
Labour Day Holiday
Tues 10 May
NAPLAN Starts
Thurs 25 – Sat 27 St Mary’s Peter Pan Cinema
May
Production
Sat 22 October
Moonlight Carnival
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Quote of the Week:
“If parents want to give their children a gift, the best thing they can do is to
teach their children to love challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort,
and keep on learning.”
– Carol Dweck

Have a great week.
Brett Pollard
Principal
FROM THE APRE

Shrove Tuesday
A huge thank you to all the families who ordered pancakes last Tuesday!
The profits from pancake sales will be donated to Caritas, a Catholic
International organisation which helps the poorest of the poor. During
Lent, Caritas run a six-week fundraiser called Project Compassion.
During this time, students are exposed to real life stories of those who are
struggling and Catholic Schools, churches and parishes around the globe
work together to raise much needed funds for those in need. I would like
to thank Jodie Jeans, Vanessa Schmidt, Fr Hermi, Jodi Toohey and the Year
7 cohort for helping serve more than 300 pancakes.
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Ash Wednesday
Last week, we began the start of the Church’s Lenten Season. Lent is the
season of preparation for Easter. It starts on Ash Wednesday and ends on
Easter, lasting for 40 days (not counting Sundays). This is a time to reflect
on Jesus’ sacrifices, with people encouraged to give up or take up
something. For example, students may wish to give up ice cream and/or
take on another job at home during this period. Basically, Lent is a time
for "spring cleaning" our lives while giving thanks to God and
strengthening our relationship with Him.
All students in our school participated in a short Ash Wednesday liturgy.
Thank you to Father Hermi, who presented the liturgy. He accommodated
the different year levels at different time slots and the senior students
enjoyed his humoristic reference to Ash Barty in the homily! This year, we
could not distribute ashes due to Covid regulations; however, Father
Hermi explained and demonstrated the purpose and application of ashes
to all the students.
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Project Compassion Launch
Thank you to Mrs White, Mrs Leadbetter and the Student Council for the
excellent, creative and entertaining launching of Project Compassion
2022! Information about the activities and fundraising will be
communicated to parents in due course.

Fish Friday
Traditionally, Friday was the day people ate fish as part of their fasting
days during the 40 days of Lent. This year, we will again have a Fish Friday
at school, and details will soon be available and passed on to our parents
through the Parent Portal. This fundraiser will be raising further funds for
Project Compassion.
Sacramental Program 2022
We would like to ask parents who are interested in registering their
children for the Sacramental Program, to please send me an email.
Confirmation will take place on Saturday 20 August 5:30pm.
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Hello St Mary’s community,
I had the privilege yesterday of attending my first St Mary’s 3-10 Swimming
Carnival. I was very impressed with the participation of so many students,
including those with that “have a go” attitude! Thankfully we were allowed to
have parents attend and they helped create the atmosphere of the day.
As usual with such events, many hands make light work, so, from my
perspective at least, the day ran like clockwork. Well done to the staff and
volunteers who did all the planning, preparation and setup beforehand.
I was also very impressed with the senior students who took the initiative to
support the younger students, and to help out with various tasks,
demonstrating strong leadership skills in the process.
And finally, I was amazed at those enthusiastic younger student helpers who
couldn’t do enough to help pack up the marquees, flags and anything else that
needed doing. Thank you!
To me, the whole day exemplified the St Mary’s spirit and made me proud to be
part of this amazing school.
NAPLAN 2022
Students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will again be undertaking NAPLAN testing over a
two-week period next term, from 10th to 20th of May. During that time,
students in those year levels will sit Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language
and Numeracy tests. All tests will be conducted on computers, with the
exception of Year 3 Writing which is paper-based. The school will be providing
more information about NAPLAN in due course, and students have been, or
soon will be, beginning to prepare for these tests by sitting practice tests
etcetera.
God bless,
John Shaw
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

While in Zimbabwe a Sydney based child psychotherapist visited a
remote village in Northern Zimbabwe and came across a breathtaking story of a local leader who had quietly inspired his colleagues
to action to help address a need in their local community. The lives of
thousands of children were threatened by starvation and disease and
access to necessary material resources were extremely limited. A
dilapidated building became the Centre of a phenomenal set of
activities of food production, support for the disabled, distribution of
drugs and food and a classroom for kids.

In October 2019, five volunteer physiotherapists spent eight days at
the Open-Heart Disability Care Trust treating the most disabled cases
and providing training to carers and volunteers. The local community
welcomed us with open arms and proudly showed us around. We
were fortunate to be introduced to many friendly and wonderful
members of the community, many of whom are now friends.
To view a video on the 2019 Trip to the Open-Heart Disability Care Trust
clink HERE!:
On our return to Australia there was no doubt that the generosity of
our local community could make a massive difference to the lives of
many in Zimbabwe. We have been in constant communication with
the staff at both the Open-Heart Disability Care Trust and the St Alberts
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Mission and are kept up to date with what is needed. One of the
biggest obstacles is, however, the cost of getting the items to
Zimbabwe.
This is where our St Mary’s students come in. The 2021 business students
raised money through various fundraising events. Some of this money
was used to send beanies and water bottles to Zimbabwe. The
Centenary region in Zimbabwe, where the centre and mission are
located, experiences very similar weather to Goondiwindi. The
beanies will therefore provide much comfort in the coming winter
months. The water bottles will be used by the children for water and a
nutritious local drink called Maheu, which is distributed as a meal to
the children at the centre and at schools in the district.
The entire shipment arrived in
Zimbabwe, and the beanies and
water
bottles
were
formally
presented to the children. They have
all expressed their sincere gratitude to
all involved. Here are a few of the
many pictures, and screenshots off
the videos, sent over the past few
days.
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Secondary School Photos
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LIBRARY CORNER

Absolutely not! We want children to finish their books. Please still send the book or
books in with your child as we have a system where the book is re borrowed by the
students. This helps with routines as the books just come every week on library day.

What do we do if we cannot find a book?
Please e-mail the library goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au to inform the library staff.
The book is then added to the missing list. At the end of term if books have not been
found an invoice will go home or amount added to fees. Please note if books are found
and returned the amount is then credited to your account if paid for previously.

Click here for a look at our online catalogue for some great books to borrow!

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, please e-mail the library staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Book Club
Issue 1 items were distributed last week, please inform
the school if any errors.
Issue 2 is now out and has been sent home.

BOOK CLUB is DUE Monday 14 March
This issue features:

Monday 14th
March

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the
loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order
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SPORTS REPORT
Darling Downs Swimming Trials The following students travelled to Gatton on Monday for the

Darling Downs Swimming trials. Once again MacIntyre Zone were successful in bringing home
the shield. These 16 students swam beautifully and should be very proud of their results: Elkie
Wood, Bree Bauer, Riley Spicer, Chloe Dunmill, Chloe Warburton, Milly Doherty, Polly Wild, Polly

Prosser, Ned Behrend, Ned Fritz, Jock Jekyll, Jett Brennan, Jake Bauer, Jack Wood, Jack
Cooke and Tommy McDonald.

The following students are now heading to

Brisbane later in the month to compete in
the State Titles. Well done to Ned Fritz,
Jock Jekyll, Jack Wood, Jack Cooke,
Elkie Wood and Bree Bauer.

Darling Downs AFL The following students

are heading off to the Darling Downs AFL
trials in Toowoomba on Thursday, 17

March. Best wishes to Sam Bishop,

Henry O’Toole, Wil Coggan, and Carter
Reeves.

Mac Zone Touch Well done to our 13 boys and 9 girls who participated in the Mac Zone Touch
trials in Inglewood on Friday. The following students head to Toowoomba on the 17 March for

the Darling Downs trials. Best wishes to Jock Jekyll, Hugo Woods, Tommy McDonald, and shadow
player Ned Fritz and to our girls of Elkie Wood, Riley Spicer, Bree Bauer, Bella Dowling and
shadow player Olivia Derbidge.
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Mac Zone Rugby League, Netball and Soccer
Trials are set for Friday 25 March. Please check sign on sheets for these sports. More
information to come.

Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au
STUDENT COUNCIL
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P&F ASSOCIATION

MOONLIGHT CARNIVAL
The P&F Association have decided to delay the Moonlight Carnival until later on in the year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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