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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

“EVERY CHILD MATTERS”
Dear Parents
We are already into Week 3 and we have had an excellent start to the year. All of our classes are settled and getting on
with the business of teaching and learning.
As announced on Tuesday, we welcome Mr John Shaw as our new Deputy Principal next Monday. He will spend his first
couple of weeks attending various professional development opportunities at the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office
as well as getting to know our school community.
The Swimming Carnival was a most enjoyable event with the students competing in a fair and competitive manner.
A vote of thanks to Mrs Abbie Rose, Mrs Kath Spicer and their team for the outstanding job they did to ensure such a
successful carnival.
Our Year 6 Canberra trip has had to be cancelled this year due to the uncertainty around the COVID pandemic. This
decision has been taken by the Executive Director in order to ensure the welfare and safety of our students and staff.
We have managed to book an alternate camp at Currimundi on the Sunshine Coast. Our 2020 Year 6 cohort had an
excellent camp there and we have been fortunate indeed to secure this booking.
From Monday 22 February until Friday 26 February, I will be attending the Principals’ Forum in Toowoomba where the
Principals’ undergo professional development. During my absence, Mr John Shaw will fill the position of Acting
Principal.

Quote of the Week:
“The secret of change is to focus all of your energy,
not on fighting the old, but on building the new”.
- Socrates
Have a wonderful week.
Brett Pollard
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FROM THE APRE
Father Hermi has been very busy teaching our students about the Catholic Church tradition and the
objects and symbols found in the church. The Prep classes, as well as our Secondary Students, spent
time in the church broadening their knowledge. He has also been visiting some classes. We thank
Father Hermi for the valuable time that he spends with our students.

Lent is the Christian holiday of penance and fasting that marks the final countdown to Easter.
This year, Lent begins on Wednesday, 17 February— also known as Ash Wednesday.
Lent is 40 days long, not including Sundays. Why 40 days?
The number 40 has always had special spiritual
significance regarding preparation ... most importantly,
Jesus fasted and prayed for 40 days and 40 nights in the
desert before He began His public ministry.
Lent ends three days before Easter Sunday on Thursday, 1
of April. The week before Easter Sunday is called Holy
Week. It begins on Palm Sunday, which commemorates Jesus's triumphant arrival in Jerusalem,
where he received palm branches at his feet. The palm leaves used during Palm Sunday of the
previous year, become the ashes used for Ash Wednesday the following year.
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On Tuesday 16 February, our school celebrates Shrove Tuesday. The name Shrove comes from the
old middle English word 'Shriven' meaning to go to confession to say sorry for the wrong things you
have done. Lent always starts on a Wednesday, so people went to confessions on the day before.
This became known as Shriven Tuesday and then Shrove Tuesday.
The other name for this day, Pancake Day, comes from the old English custom of using up all the
fattening ingredients in the house before Lent, so that people were ready to fast during Lent. The
fattening ingredients that most people had in their houses in those days were eggs and milk. A very
simple recipe to use up these ingredients was to combine them with some flour and make pancakes!
During Lent, we are encouraged to give up something that will remind us of the time when Jesus was
fasting in the desert for 40 days, before He was crucified later. We can also take up something new
that will contribute to improve our life or the lives of others. In all of this, the focus
is on Jesus and what he has sacrificed for us.
Parents can order pancakes for their children through Flexischools.

Due to COVID-19 regulations, the procedure for Ash Wednesday will be a little different to previous
years. Parents are welcome to join their children for the ceremony.
ASH WEDNESDAY ROSTER
St Mary’s Parish Church
8:45-9:15am
Year 3
9:15-9:45am
Year 5
9:45-10:15am
Year 6
10:15-10:45am
Year 2
Morning Tea
11:15-11:45am
Prep
11:45-12:15pm
Year 1
12:15-12:45pm
Year 4LA, 4A
Lunch
1:30-2:00pm
Year 4M
2:00-2:30pm

Secondary
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Our students are on their way to explore the wonderful, hidden
world of…….
The Sixteen Legs Exhibition is a travelling exhibition of photography,
dark-fantasy, digital artworks, large scale resin/fibre-glass sculptures and
supporting local artist contributions based around the magical
environmental and cultural significance of Australia's deepest caves and
the still-living 200 million-year-old Tasmanian hidden within them.
This is a delightful Arts-Science mix consisting of giant backlit panels
representing a photographic journey into Australia's beautiful underworld interwoven with a dark
visual fairy tale by Queensland artist Jodee Taylah and international best-selling author Neil Gaiman,
all overseen by 2 giant prehistoric spider replicas with 18-foot leg-spans in the roof!
The exhibition is suitable for all ages and is a wonderful learning experience for school groups and
parents alike! Many of our teachers have already booked their classes in for a tour and information
session.
The “spiders” will be in Goondiwindi opening the exhibition on Monday 1 March
2021 and closing on the Friday 5 April 2021. Parents who are interested to attend
a presentation can contact Sarah Little at the Goondiwindi Regional Council.
Parish Office: stmarysgdi@bigpond.com
School: ina.winter@twb.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

Greetings and welcome to the second St Mary’s Secondary School Links contribution for 2021.
We have had a wonderful start to the term with lots of positive feedback.
Upcoming important Dates/Events/Notices
•

12.02.2021 - Mac Zone Swimming

•

16.02.2021 - Shrove Tuesday

•

17.02.2021 – Ash Wednesday (Secondary Students 2:00pm-2:30pm)
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•

Secondary School Leaders for 2021
We would like to wish our leaders all the best for the year ahead:
Secondary School Captains
Georgia Watts
Monte Andrews
Cultural Captain:
Joshua Rice
House Captains:
Jasmine Marchant (Coolock)
Eve Slack-Smith (Loretto)
Sahej Sandu (McAuley)
Layla Allen (McAuley)
Mia Mullins (MacKillop)

•

Swimming Carnival
We were all proud of how the secondary students conducted themselves at the swimming
carnival, both in and out the pool.
We would like to congratulate the following age champions:
o 2009 – Lulu Behrend
o 2008 – Eve Stiles; Fred Taylor
o 2007 – Lauren Fisher; Monte Andrews
Introducing our secondary staff, continued.

Mr. Troy Williams
Troy grew up in Bundaberg and studied at USQ in Toowoomba. He studied Mathematics, Asian Studies
and Mandarin Chinese at University before studying an Education degree. He has taught all over
Queensland from Bundaberg, to Mackay, to Townsville, to Brisbane. Troy has also owned his own
tutoring business, worked for the QCAA and is a qualified Group Fitness instructor. He has been
studying a degree in counselling and will put this to good use as the St Mary’s Career Development
Practitioner. Troy values an attitude of “lifelong learning” and is looking forward to helping the students
of St Mary’s to develop the same.

Mrs. Nicole Campbell
The path to St Mary’s Secondary School has been long and winding for Nicole Campbell, who began her
journey in Northeastern USA. Nicole began university at Rutgers with a focus on her passion, English
Literature, but quickly added a minor in Biological Sciences after missing her time in the science lab.
She took her English and Biology degree to the Providence College Alliance for Catholic Teachers, where
she earned her Master’s degree in Secondary Education while service teaching near Boston. Through
teaching an assortment of English and Biological Science classes from Year 7-12 in a diverse group of
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schools, Nicole developed her teaching style which seeks to challenge students to exceed their own
academic expectations through rigorous classroom activities and rich discussion. Nicole pushed her own
expectations when she decided to move to Australia after meeting her future husband, Luke, while
traveling through Europe. She continues to reside on a farm just outside of Goondiwindi with Luke and
their two young children, Eric and Claire.
Driven by her personal life and educational experiences, Nicole firmly believes that education is not
merely to prepare students for a job, but rather to expose them to different ideas, spark interests, and
most importantly, to cultivate an appreciation for the cultural and natural world around them.

LIBRARY CORNER

2021 is sure to be FUN in the Library!
The new school year and library routine is now in full swing!
As mentioned during information evenings, borrowing is WEEKLY this year
with students returning and borrowing on the same day.
Library days are as follows:

Prep, Year 1, Year 2 MONDAY
4LA, 5F, 6R, 4L & 3R TUESDAY
4M, 6P and 3C WEDNESDAY
5J THURSDAY
We have been working on imprinting this in our minds during library lessons
and hope the children will help the transition to a new system a little easier
for all families.
Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please email the library staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Book club
BOOK CLUB is DUE Monday 15 February.
Issue 1 is out now!

This issue features:

Monday 15th Feb

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the
loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of
Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library.
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SPORTS NEWS

Year 3 – 10 Swimming Carnival
Well done to all on your efforts at the Swimming Carnival and in particular Coolock on winning the shield!
Age Champions were:
Age
8 years
9 years

10 years

11 years
12 years
13 years
14 years
15 years

Age Champion
Lydia Parish
Jonathan Webb
Polly Prosser
James Woods
Elkie Wood
Jock Jekyll
Ned Fritz
Bree Bauer
Hugo Vukovich
Edie Loughman
Wilbur Wood
Lulu Behrend
Eve Stiles
Fred Taylor
Lauren Fisher
Monte Andrews

2nd
Rocky Heeson
Polly Wild
Will McNulty
Harry Baker
Riley Spicer
Henry O’Toole
Jack Wood
Elka Gall
George Gladman
Macie McNulty
Harry Dowling
Dani Walters
Leah Gee
Alex Mills
-

3rd
Angus O’Toole
Bonnie North
Jake Bauer
Chloe Dunmill
Tom McDonald
Chloe Warburton
Eamonn Brennan
Bridie Heeson
Nash Weir
Emily Maher
Milly Keeping
-

Mac Zone Swimming Carnival
Best wishes to all swimmers competing at the Mac Zone Swimming Carnival this Friday.
All swimmers will need to be at the pool at 11:00am to meet Mrs Griffiths outside the pool. You will have a
small warm-up swim with the first race to commence at 11.30am. Any parents who are available to time keep
or set up tents at 7am, could you please let me know.
State Aquathlon
Best wishes to Harry Dowling and Wilbur Wood for this weekend’s Aquathlon in Hervey Bay.
Darling Downs AFL Trials
AFL players (boys or girls 10 -12 years) who would be interested in trialling for the Darling Downs team, need
to express their interest with me before Monday 8 March. Trials are in Toowoomba on Thursday 18 March.
Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au
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STUDENT SERVICES
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POSITIVE EDUCATION
To explicitly teach Positive Education at St Mary’s, teachers are using the Positive Education Enhanced Curriculum (PEEC)
from Geelong Grammar’s Institute of Positive Education. These lessons are taught from Prep – Year 10 and cover the
subjects in the table below:

St Mary’s staff understand that curriculum is important, but that teaching from a place of relationship is essential. This is
why the first few weeks of the school term are crucial, as teachers and students identify each others’ strengths, interests,
skills and learning styles. At St Mary’s, relationships and interactions centre on three key positive behaviours– being

Respectful, Responsible and Aware.

You might like to have a discussion with your child about what these three
words mean to them and how they apply them to their relationships and interactions both inside and outside of school.
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One way to build friendship is collective play – which is why a dance party will be
held at the Centenary Centre each Tuesday during the P-6 second break
playtime. The speakers will be pumping and everyone’s welcome to come and
have a boogie. The Tuesday Dance Party will get endorphins pumping and also
create a space for those who might feel a little lost at playtime to join a group
and have fun.
Please contact Mrs Bernadette Makim – Bernadette.makim@twb.catholic.edu.au if you have any questions about PEEC
or Pos Ed at St Mary’s.

CHOIR NOTICE
Choir enrolments for 2021 are now open. Please enrol by Tuesday
February 16, with rehearsals commencing on Wednesday February 17.
Please click on this link to complete the online enrolment form, and to
view rehearsal times. Rehearsals will take place in the Music room (old
Mercy hall).
Mrs Benita Klowss

TUCKSHOP NEWS

Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Orders
Pancake Orders (2 for $4) for Shrove Tuesday (16 February) can now be placed on Flexischools only.
Orders will close this Friday 12 February at 6pm.
Any students that require gluten free pancakes (2 for $5) MUST phone the Tuckshop by Friday
please.
NOTICES

We received an online deposit into the school NAB account last year valuing $874 but with
no reference. If you think this was you, could you please contact the School Office.

Hello Bonjour ! French helps to understand other languages. Think of
your future. Make yourself at ease internationally. Short courses available.
To learn contact Salvador Fernandes 0428304318 or email:
salvador.f@rediffmail.com, St George.
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2021 Darling Downs Panthers Cubs Phase 1 Registration NOW OPEN
Ages 10 - 17 Years
3 Venues
✅ Roma
✅ Goondiwindi
✅ Highfields
5 sessions beginning 13th February 2021. Open to ALL players, regardless of experience
or ability.
Register now https://www.trybooking.com/BNRLF
Any questions, please let me know.
Thanks,
Lauren Fry
Secretary | Darling Downs Netball Region | #countrynetball
E: darlingdownsnetball@hotmail.com
www.panthersnetball.com
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