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Seek Truth Through Knowledge
+s 0

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

EVERY CHILD MATTERS
Lenten Prayer
Lord, during this Lenten Season,
nourish me with Your Word of life
and make me one
with You in love and prayer. Amen
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Welcome to Week 7 of the term. The school has been very busy with teaching, learning and
assessment. An important reminder to parents that we are holding our parent-teacher
interviews (Year 1- 10) on Wednesday 31 March, from 3.15pm. The Prep classes will hold their
interviews on Tuesday 16 March. Invitations to book interviews will be sent out by the class
teachers. It is vital that every child’s parents/guardians arrange an interview with their child’s
class teacher to discuss progress and any concerns. If you are unable to attend on the day, please
contact your child’s teacher and arrange another day for an interview.

VALE: JAYDEN FISHER
Our thoughts and prayers go to Jayden’s family and friends on his passing recently. Jayden
completed his studies at St Mary’s at the end of Year 10 in 2020 and he was a student at the
Goondiwindi State High School this year. Jayden was a wonderful character, and he will be sorely
missed by all who knew him. May the Lord watch over and protect him.

ANZAC DAY Holiday: Monday 26 April 2021
For parents’ information, the Queensland Government has Gazetted Monday 26 April 2021 as a
Public Holiday, as ANZAC Day falls on a Sunday. This means that there will only be three school
days in Week 2 of Term 2, due to the Goondiwindi Show Holiday on Friday, 30 April 2021.

ENROLLING FOR PREP 2022 – Please enrol now!
As a part of our forward planning, we are currently accepting enrolment applications for students
to commence Prep next year. Children born between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017 are eligible
for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children already at the school not to delay, as we
are currently fielding a great deal of interest for places in this cohort.
I have had several enquiries about early entry into prep for 2022. This is only for children who
are born in July 2017. There are strict rules and protocols set up by the State Government that
we need to follow before we can accept early entry into Prep.
Please note that we will only accept early entry students if they meet all requirements of the
regulations and if there is a place available in prep for that year. This whole process is rigorously
followed, as we need to set students up for successful school careers.

Attendance, being at school on time and resilience
Regular school attendance is crucial to achieving successful learning outcomes both in the short
and long term.
Some very important points to consider:
• Poor attendance patterns can develop as early as Prep and often continue throughout school.
Research indicates that a child who has a low attendance record in Prep is likely to continue to
have poor attendance right through to Year 12.
• Having children at school on time, everyday has positive influence on their level of resilience.
• Missing just 2 days a month from school amounts to 4 weeks of learning lost a year. That’s a
whole year of lost learning from Prep to Year 10!
• Let’s work together to make sure absences aren’t adding up at St Mary’s in 2021.

Quote of the Week:
People who think they know everything are a great annoyance
To those of us who do.
Isaac Asimov
God Bless.
Brett Pollard
Please read the story below, it really made me think of how our actions as parents and
educators can influence our children.

WOODEN BOWLS
A frail old man lived with his son, his daughter-in-law, and his four-year-old grandson. His
eyes

were

blurry,

his

hands

trembled,

and

his

step

faltered.

The family would eat together nightly at the dinner table. But the elderly grandfather's
shaky hands and failing sight made eating rather difficult. Peas rolled off his spoon,
dropping to the floor. When he grasped his glass of milk, it often spilled clumsily on the
tablecloth.
With this happening almost every night, the son and daughter-in-law became irritated
with

the

mess.

So

the

couple

set

a

small

table

at

the

corner.

There, grandfather ate alone while the rest of the family enjoyed their dinner at the
dinner table. Since grandfather had broken a dish or two, his food was served in wooden
bowls. Sometimes when the family glanced in grandfather's direction, he had a tear in his
eye as he ate alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him were sharp admonitions
when he dropped a fork or spilled food. The four-year-old watched it all in silence.
One evening, before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood scraps on the
floor. He asked the child sweetly: "What are you making?" Just as sweetly, the boy replied,
"Oh, I'm making a little bowl for you and mama to eat your food from when I grow up."
The

four-year-old

smiled

and

went

back

to

work.

These words so struck the parents that they were speechless. Then tears streamed down
their cheeks. Though no words were spoken, both knew what must be done. That
evening, the husband took grandfather's hand and gently led him back to the family table.
For the remainder of his days, grandfather ate every meal with the family. For some
reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care any longer when a fork was dropped,
milk was spilled, or the tablecloth was soiled.
Author Unknown

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Hello St Mary’s Community,
Parent-teacher interviews are coming up soon.
•
•

Interviews with Prep teachers will take place during the school day on Tuesday 16 March.
Interviews for Years 1-10 teachers will be after school (3-6pm) on Wednesday 31 March.

You will (hopefully) have received the link for the online bookings page from your class teacher, probably
in an email. If not, check your email Junk box or contact your teacher.
Just a few reminders when making bookings:
•

Be aware that the booking times are Queensland times,
not NSW times (this has caused problems in the past for
NSW residents). Carefully check the booking
confirmation email for the correct time (see example).

•

If you need to cancel or modify the booking time, the
booking confirmation email you receive has the option
to “Change your appointment” (see example). Click on
the “Change your appointment” text to either cancel or
modify the booking.

Swimming and Sporting achievements:
Our students have been doing very well in swimming recently!
I would like to extend my congratulations to our primary students who participated in the Darling Downs
Swimming Carnival. As mentioned in Mrs Spicer’s report, St Mary’s representatives brought home the
Vaughn Shield and we had 8 students selected to compete in the State Championships in Brisbane.
Well done also to Dani Walters for representing St Mary’s at the Border District trials in Stanthorpe.
The following secondary students attended the Border District Winter Trials in Warwick:
•
•
•

Jack Coggan in Basketball
Audrey Warren-Behm and Layla Allen in Netball
Monte Andrews and Cooper Jeans-Kliendienst in Soccer

Of those students, Jack Coggan gained selection into the Border District teams to compete in the Darling
Downs trials.
Well done to all those students for having a go and giving their best!

NAPLAN
NAPLAN testing for Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be occurring nationally in the two weeks between 10th
May and 21st May. Students will undertake 4 tests during that time: Writing, Reading, Conventions of
Language and Numeracy. This year all tests will be online, with the exception of Year 3 Writing which will
be a paper-based test. More information will be provided as we get closer to the date.
Teachers will be helping students prepare for their tests and ensuring that it is not seen as a stressful time
by the students. We plan to hold a NAPLAN practice test on Thursday 25th March, along with as many
schools as possible, to help the NAPLAN organisers across Australia check how the system performs
“under load”. This will also be an opportunity for staff and students to become familiar with the testing
process.
I have included an informative brochure titled “NAPLAN Online – information for parents and carers”.

Term 1 Events: (Weeks 7-10)
Week Date
7
8
16 Mar
31 Mar
9
22- 25 Mar
24 Mar
25 Mar
26 Mar
10
28 Mar
29 Mar
30 Mar
31 Mar
31 Mar
1 April
1 April
2 April

Activity
Parent-Teacher interviews (Prep only)
Mac Zone: touch
Parent-Teacher interviews (Year 1-10)
Maths Olympiad Test 1
NAPLAN Online practice test (Year 3, 5, 7 & 9)
Mac Zone: Netball, Soccer, Rugby league
Palm Sunday Mass
Youth Mass & Tie Ceremony (8.45am)
Cross Country
Zone cricket
Parent-Teacher interviews (Year 1-10) – 3.00pm-6.00pm
Easter liturgy
Colour Fun Run
Good Friday (no school)

Mr John Shaw
john.shaw@twb.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

Greetings and welcome to the third St Mary’s Secondary School Links contribution
for 2021. The students and teachers are working hard to maintain the momentum
as we enter the revision and assessment phase of the term.

Focus for the Weeks 6 & 7

Kindness
We remember
Jayden M. Fisher
“Kind,
Patient,
Helpful”
Rest In Peace

Upcoming important Dates/Events/Notices
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

14.03.2021
17.03.2021
29.03.2021
30.03.2021
31.03.2021
01.04.2021
01.04.2021
01.04.2021
02.04.2021

– Laura Geitz Netball
– Social Movie Night
- Tie ceremony (8:45am in the Church)
– Cross Country
– Parent Teacher Interviews
– Easter Mass
– Colour Fun Run
– Last Day of Term 1
– Good Friday
The Secondary School in Pictures

•

The Gym

•

16 Legs Exhibition

•

Assemblies

•

Coding

•

Cooking

•

Running Club

Introducing our secondary staff, continued.
Mrs Rachael Reeves
Rachael grew up on a mixed farming property at Millmerran. After completing her education at Pittsworth
State High School she went on to study Agriculture at the University of Queensland. Following this
Rachael worked in the agricultural sector as well travelling and working overseas. Rachael undertook
postgraduate studies in education and has worked in a variety of education facilities across Queensland
and New South Wales including both primary and secondary school settings. She is excited to be able to
impart her knowledge of agricultural production systems onto students. Rachael has also recently
completed a Graduate Certificate in Religious Education. She is teaching Ag, History and Religion this
semester. Rachael enjoys working with young people and assisting in developing the skills of lifelong
learning. As the Year 8 form teacher for 2021 Rachael is looking forward to supporting these students on
their learning journey. Rachael has two children who attend St Mary’s in Year 4. She is looking forward
to a great year of learning together.

Mrs Jessica McGregor
Jess hails originally from St George and spent a large majority of time on her grandfather’s properties in
Toobeah, where the days of mustering, planting and harvesting were long, but rewarded with her
grandfather’s famous Booberanna stew.
Making the move to Goondiwindi after graduating Year 12 in 2006, she began furthering her studies in the
early childhood sector. Jess has a deep background in Early Childhood having worked in the industry for
close to 11 years, where she attained a Diploma in Children’s Services. After taking a break from the
sector, Jess worked from home for her sister’s Accounting firm, where she spent a large amount of time
assisting young teens in developing their financial literacy skills.
Jess began studying her Certificate III in Learning Support in 2018, later welcomed by the secondary
school family as part of their learning support team. Upon completing her certificate, Jess began to feel
an overwhelming desire to further her academic parameters, with a strong love of teaching already
embedded, Jess has begun studying her Bachelor of Secondary Education majoring in Geography/Hass and
minoring in the study of Literature. Jess has a strong love for history, literature, positive education,
special needs and of course art and classical music, you can often hear the soft hums and melody’s as she
moves gracefully from class to class.
In the McGregor house, the loud stampeding of feet and shrills of laughter can often be heard. Jess and
her husband Ty have 3 children Darcy, Aylish and Charli, and of course one very important chocolate
Labrador that goes by the name of George.

LIBRARY CORNER

Week 7!
As always, time is flying and there’s much to be done!
An update on where each grade are at with library learning this term:

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

Prep: are now superstars at finding picture books and taking them to the circulation desk
for borrowing. They are enjoying having a story read to them each week and have amazing
memories to tell me about the book a week later!
Year One: have been learning what a chapter book is, how we put them away on the
shelves, what a spine label is and the call number. Getting excited to borrow chapter books
from the book boxes next term if they wish to do so.
Year Two: are expanding their knowledge of ‘good fit’ books and working on finding them
amongst the shelves – it can get overwhelming if we don’t know what to look for!
Year Three : consolidating knowledge of the sections of the library and understanding that
‘good fit’ books may include more books as the children grow their reading ability.
Year Four: are also working on ‘good fit’ books and have begun the very exciting process
of e-mailing!
Year Five: have refreshed their e-mail organisation, consolidated how to find what we want
on the shelves and have done some speed dating with books.
Year Six: have gone on a couple of ‘speed dates’ with books, have refreshed their memory
of how to use the fiction shelves effectively and have been encouraged to explore the nonfiction books. The students have also been introduced to the YA section with much success.
Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail
the library staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au

This issue features:

Book Club
BOOK CLUB is DUE Wednesday 17 March
Issue 2 is out now!
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This issue features:

Wednesday 17 March

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the
loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of
Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library.

SPORTS NEWS
Darling Downs Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to all swimmers on your efforts at the
Darling Downs Swimming trials. The Mac Zone team came
away with winning the Vaughan Shield. Special mention to
Elkie Wood (age champion) and Wilbur Wood (runner up
age champion). We now have the following students
selected to compete in Brisbane later in the month at the
State Championships!
Congratulations to Elkie Wood, Bree Bauer, Jock Jekyll, Jack
Wood, Ned Fritz, Ned Behrend, Hugo Vukovich and Wilbur
Wood.

Darling Downs AFL Trials
Good luck to Henry O’Toole who will be trialling at the Darling Downs AFL trials on Thursday, 18 March.
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Darling Downs Basketball –
Good luck to Dooley Gore, Gus Walker, Ethan Mudimu, TJ Galvin and Will Coggan who were successful at their
Mac Zone Basketball trials and are now heading to the Darling Downs Basketball trials in Toowoomba, on
Monday 29 March.
Mac Zone Netball, Soccer and Rugby League These trials are on Friday 26 March at Riddles oval.
Netball girls have had school trials and training will be Wednesdays at second break.
Soccer and League – notes will be coming home this week.
Mac Zone Touch –
Mac Zone Touch will be held in Inglewood on Wednesday 31 March. Notes have not been sent home yet.
Training on Wednesday mornings at 8am, starting Wednesday 17 March.
Mac Zone Cricket –
Best of luck to those that are trialling for Mac Zone Cricket on Wednesday 17 March at 3.30pm at the Riddle’s
Oval cricket nets.
SAVE THE DATE – Cross Country Tuesday 30 March

Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au

STUDENT SERVICES
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EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT

Our Maths Olympiad Team for 2021 firing up their brains!

P&F ASSOCIATION

Next Meeting
Thursday 11 March, 5.15pm at the Golf Club.
Agenda – Moonlight Carnival
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NOTICES
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HEAD LICE
We have recently had a case of head lice in the school.
Please read the Queensland Health Guidelines if you suspect your child may
have head lice.
Head Lice Fact Sheet
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

French Lessons
Français: Félicitations Naomi! Learning French helps to understand other
European languages. Always a winner. You feel at ease internationally. Short
courses available. To learn contact Salvador Fernandes 0428304318 or email:
salvador.f@rediffmail.com, St George.

--------------------------------------------------------------
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