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EVERY CHILD MATTERS 

Prayer for St Mary MacKillop                                                                                  

Provident God, with grateful hearts we remember 

the power for goodness that Mary MacKillop is in our world. 

On this her feast day, may we be touched anew with her spirit of prophetic charity 

and generous participation in mission. 

We ask this in the name of Christ, the Sacred Heart, and of the Spirit of Mission. 

  Amen 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Welcome to Week 5 of Term 3. The Eisteddfod last week was a highly successful experience for St 

Mary’s School. Our choral verse class entries were excellent and our choirs did the school proud, 

winning the overall best performances. I attended the concert on Saturday evening where selected 

performers were invited to perform their pieces from during the week. I was delighted to enjoy Tom 

Masel’s performance on acoustic guitar and Charlie Woods rocking the room on drums. Well done 

boys, that was excellent! 

Mrs Benita Klowss and Mrs Sam Jessen also produced stellar performances in song and musical theatre. 

The success of our music program was evident throughout the Eisteddfod and was a testament to Mrs 

Klowss and Mr Jessen. A big thank you goes to all our staff who prepared the students so well and to 

Mrs Winter and Mrs Capp as the accompanists.  

Principals’ Meetings Term 3   
The Principals’ forum in Cunnamulla was cancelled due to the recent Covid Lockdown in Brisbane and 

surrounds, as the TCSO wanted Principals to be in their schools in the event of a spread of the 

outbreak. 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Rachael Reeves 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Caitlin Morris 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 3 Week 5 

Wednesday 11 August 2021 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 
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Date Claimers 
 

Year 6 Currimundi Camp 20-24 August 2021 
CTJ Day - Pupil Free Friday 3 September 2021 

Prep Orientation Days  
(9:00am – 12:00pm) 

Wednesday 8 & Wednesday 15 September 2021 

Moonlight Carnival Saturday 30 October 2021 

 

New Balustrade on Bethany Building 
The school recently installed a new metal balustrade on top of the current balustrade on the Bethany 

building. For Workplace, Health and Safety reasons, we had to install a higher balustrade to stop young 

children from being able to climb onto the existing framework and sitting on the ledge.  Goondiwindi 

Engineering created the balustrade, and we think it is a tasteful addition to the front façade of the 

building.  

 

 
 
Tips to help your child develop a love of reading 
Reading is the cornerstone to success at every grade and subject level. According to the International 

Reading Association, when children are read to frequently at home, when their questions about books 

and print are answered, when they are given access to reading and writing materials, and when they 

receive positive reinforcement about literary activities, there are positive effects on their reading and 

writing abilities. 
 

Tips for reading with your children 

Do it every day and pick a regular time. By doing so, you demonstrate that reading time is important. 

Read the book before you read it aloud. Reading aloud is performing. You will do a better job if you’re 

familiar with what you’re going to read. 
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Read books you like 

If you like the book, odds are your child will also. Start by reading books you enjoyed as a child. Leave 

them wanting more. Stop your day’s reading at a point where your children are eager to hear what’s 

next. Switch places. Let your child read to you one day and you read to your child the next. Read articles 

from magazines, newspapers and other materials aloud. Read for information and for fun. 

 

Quote of the Week: 

“Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.” ― Oscar Wilde. 
 

God Bless. 

 

Brett Pollard  

 

 

Hello St Mary’s community, 

I, like many of you, enjoyed watching the Tokyo Olympic Games, and today I was talking with a colleague about 

the way it unified the world in such a positive way. It made me think about the “Olympic Spirit”, a term I 

subsequently searched on the internet. The International Olympic Committee stated: “[The] Olympic Spirit strives 

to inspire and motivate the youth of the world to be the best they can be through educational and entertaining 

interactive challenges….” 

This made me think of a couple of significant events involving our community which have taken place since our 

last edition of LINKS: The Mac Zone Athletics and Goondiwindi Eisteddfod. 

Mac Zone Athletics Carnival was held at Gilbert Oval on Thursday 29 July. This time it was St Mary’s turn to host 

the event, which meant an enormous amount of planning and organisation by staff and helpers, particularly 

Mrs Kath Spicer and Mrs Abbie Rose. It was such a positive atmosphere, and a pleasure to see our students 

behave and perform so well. During the day I heard some very positive comments about the organisation and 

running of the day. Thank you to all who contributed in any way, especially Kath and Abbie. 

Last week was the Goondiwindi Eisteddfod, and what a week it was! I had the pleasure of seeing many St Mary’s 

student groups and individuals perform and I was certainly impressed by the talent on show! 

The entrants included: Verse speaking choirs (made up of Primary classes and year levels), Secondary speech 

and drama students, instrumental students, vocalists, dancers and our Cherubim and Angels choirs. 

Credit must be given to our music teachers, Mrs Benita Klowss and Mr Sam Jessen, and our classroom teachers 

for their tireless efforts in preparing our students so well. But I also wish to thank parents for ensuring your 

children were so well prepared. Students benefit greatly from the wonderful opportunity to perform in front of 

an audience and it will serve them well in later years. 

So, for me, events such as these are the epitome of the Olympic Spirit, in that they inspire and motivate our youth 

to be the best they can be! 

Regards, 

John Shaw 

 

 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
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We have had a very busy time at St Mary’s during the past three weeks!  
 

Reconciliation 

A large group of more than 30 students attended Reconciliation Night on Friday 23 July. It was heart warming to see so 

many students committing to the Sacramental program. We thank Mrs Karra Suhr who organised the evening and wish 

the students all the best in this exciting journey. Bishop Robert McGuckin will be leading the Confirmation on Saturday 

28 August. 

 

Catholic Education Week 

Our students, parents and parishioners enjoyed and participated whole heartedly in Catholic Education Week. Mrs. 

Klowss and the choirs performed for the residents at Kaloma, as well as at Masses during the week and we thank them 

for brightening our days with song!  We are blessed to have Mrs Carina Kapp on the team. She accompanied the choirs 

with the oboe. 

 

  

Thank you to all the staff and volunteers who have contributed to and organised exciting activities for Friendship Day.   

 

 

FROM THE APRE  
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Our secondary school hospitality students served morning tea to all our valued op-shop volunteers. Thank you to Mrs 

Reeves and her team. The guests enjoyed the morning and were impressed with the behaviour and skills the students 

demonstrated.  
 

On Friday, all staff participated in the Bishop’s Inservice Day at school as part of the 

Religion professional development program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eisteddfod Week 

Last week was Eisteddfod, and what a week it has been for St. Mary’s students! We are proud of every student who 

performed during the week. Thank you to all the staff who assisted, practised with and supported their classes, 

individual students and the small groups who entered for the different sections. 

Our instrumental students, verse speaking classes and choirs won all the major trophies, and we were impressed with 

the hard work, dedication and persistence that the students have demonstrated. Well done St. Mary’s! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Cherubim Choir won the Champion 

Primary School Choir Award as well as the 

shield for Best Junior Performance for their 

rendition of “Circle of Life”. 

Congratulations! 

The Angel choir won first prize in four songs 

and a second for one song. Well done! 

Mr. Pollard was awarded for 25 years of 

service to Catholic Education.  

Mrs. White was nominated for the Catholic 

Spirit of Education Award. What an 

achievement! Congratulations to both. 

Our deputy principal, Mr. Shaw, 

performing at the select winners’ concert 

on Saturday evening. 
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St Mary’s Secondary School 
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,  

first class education to prepare our students for their future. 

The Cornell Note Taking 

System 
“Great things never came from comfort zones.” 

~ Frederick Lenz 

 

The Cornell Note Taking System is a system which, when followed, will 
allow a more active interaction with the content.  

The structure is explained below: 

1. Overview - in this section the main ideas (headings) are listed 
with some of the key words that need to be understood. 
 

2. Details - This section should link directly with the main ideas 
from the previous section. It is here where more of the details are listed (Dates, formulas, 
examples, definitions, etc.)  
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY 
 

Year 5 won the shield for the Most 

Outstanding Primary School Verse 

Speaking performance! 
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3. Questions – This section is where you record any questions that come to mind while learning 
the new topic. 

4. Recite – This section is where you record the answers to your question after seeking out the 
answers independently, or collaboratively. 
 

5. Reflect – After the class you record how you might apply your newly learned information to new 
situations. 
 

6. Review – This final section is where you spend five minutes summarising your notes after the 
class. 

Hopefully it is evident that if you follow this process and use a preferred template, your learning will 
become more ‘active’ and both understanding and retention will increase. 

 

Example: 

This is a video that has more information about this note taking system? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSYnGhlnzyw  
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Upcoming Important Dates/Events/Notices 
 

Date Event Notes 

TBC Rewards Trip More information to follow 

14 Aug Mitre 10 sausage sizzle  

21 Aug Mitre 10 sausage sizzle  

Week 7 Book Week  

28 Aug Mitre 10 sausage sizzle  

24 Aug Ignite Your Future  

27Aug Book Week Parade  

30 Aug Whole School Testing  

03 Sep Pupil Free Day CTJ day 

17 Sep Opening of Mercy Building 

Last day of Term 3 

 

 

The Secondary School in Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please find a link to the completed movie ‘The Umbrella’ here - https://youtu.be/64-rZ8Q5SSo 
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Thank you! 
A massive thank you to those who have returned 

library bags and sent some plastic bags in also. A 

special mention must go to Mrs. Holmes who 

created the bags in the photo below (thank you 

little models Allythia and Kalliope). They are 

amazing! If you see one of these bags in your 

home, please return it to the library so many 

children can enjoy the thoughtfulness of the 

Holmes family. 

 

 

 

It’s coming…...everyone’s 

favourite! 
 

Book Week 2021 

August 21-27 

 

The theme for Book Week this year is ‘Old 

Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds.’ 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
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Our parade this year will take place on Friday 27 August in the Centenary Centre 

at 9am. 

We are reading and enjoying the picture books nominated by the Children’s Book 

Council of Australia (CBCA) in library sessions and look forward to voting for our 

favourite during book week! 

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail 

the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Book Week Dress Up Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

Book Club 

BOOK CLUB ISSUE 6 is DUE  

Wednesday 1 September 

Brochures will be sent home NEXT week 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB issue 5 has now been sent home, please be in contact if you have not 

received your goodies. There were some back orders, please be assured I will 

send these home as soon as they arrive. 

 

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted.  Please order online using ‘the 

loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of 

Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library. 

Wednesday 1 

September 

This issue features: 
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Our 7 Opt-minds Teams have started their challenges. Teams consist of students 

from Year 4 to 6 and they have chosen to complete either a Language Literacy 

Challenge or a Science Engineering Challenge. Challenges involve acting out a 

solution.   

Teamwork is a learned skill and students are learning to listen and work 

together to resolve team issues.  The challenge enables students to group in a 

social, personal, academic, organisational and artistic sense.   

 

 

 

Louise Cowley and Troy Williams 
 

louise.cowley@twb.catholic.edu.au 
troy.williams@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 
  

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT 
 

mailto:louise.cowley@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:troy.williams@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Mac Zone Cricket  

Mac Zone Cricket trials were held this week.  Congratulations to the following boys who trialled - Ryan Mendes, Harry 

Fing, Charlie Woods, Harry Dowling, Hugo Woods, Fred Carrigan, Ned Behrend and Noah Van Heerden. 

Darling Downs Athletics  

The Darling Downs Athletics trials that were scheduled for 

Tuesday 24 August, have been postponed.  However, we 

need to congratulate our St Mary’s Athletics Team for their 

amazing display of sportsmanship and competitiveness at the 

recent Mac Zone trials.  Our school won the shield!  

Special congratulations to Jock 

Jekyll on 10 years age 

champion.   

Well done to the following 

students who were selected to 

trial in Toowoomba - 

Polly Wild, Sophie Coleborn, Riley Spicer, Elkie Wood, Bree Bauer, Tess Maher, Ella Moffatt, 

Ava Campbell, Henry Smith, Harry Baker, Tommy McDonald, Henry O’Toole, Jock Jekyll, Jack 

Wood, Lawson Morris, Lachlan Henderson, Rory Murray and Wilbur Wood. 

 

Lunchtime Netball 

The Year 5 and 6 students have been learning the game of netball during PE class.  This week we start a mixed netball 

competition.  Please see the draw for when your team is playing.  Also check outside the library.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Kathy Spicer 

Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

  

SPORTS NEWS 
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Border Districts Athletics Carnival 
 

On Tuesday 10 August a team of 10 St Mary’s students travelled to Warwick to attend the BD 

Athletics Carnival. All students competed incredibly well within their age groups. This was a 

great opportunity for them to see how they fair with the rest of the district and we came away 

with some fabulous results and many new PB’s. Some of the great results from the day were: 

Dani Walters 1st 13yr girls Javelin 

Maddison Marchant 2nd 14yrs 400m, 3rd 14yrs 800m 

Jasmine Marchant 2nd 15yrs 200m, 2nd 15yrs 100m, 2nd 15yrs 400m 

 

 

 

Mrs Abbie Rose 
abbie.rose@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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NOTICES 
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Please email caitlin.morris@twb.catholic.edu.au if you would like an entry form. 
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