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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

Welcome to Week 8 of term. The staff and students are busy with testing and reporting and it is vital that 
students continue to attend school right up to the last day of term. Once testing has been completed, normal 
teaching and learning will resume in all classrooms except for any athletics related activities. 

 

Our Athletics Carnival will take place on the last day of term, Thursday, 27 June 2019. We encourage every 
student to take part in the carnival and join in the fun of the day.  

 

School Improvement Survey 
This year our school will be participating in a School Review and Improvement Survey managed by Research 
Australia Development and Innovation Institute (RADII). As well as school staff and students (from Years 5-9), 
all parents are invited to participate in the survey. The survey will provide valuable feedback for the future 
direction of our school. 
 

It would be appreciated if parents would update their contact details prior to the 24 June 2019 as this will ensure 
delivery to the correct parent email address. 
 

On Monday 29 July 2019, RADII will send all parents a personalised invitation to complete the survey online. If 
both parents’ email addresses are on file at the school, the invitation will be sent to both parents. However, the 
survey will close once the first person has completed it. If you do not wish to complete the survey simply delete 
it. 
 

The survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete. You can complete the survey from anywhere 
you have access to the internet. The survey will close on Sunday 11 August 2019 for parents. 
 

We encourage you to be very honest in your responses to the surveys. All responses go directly to RADII so they 
are confidential and anonymous. When the surveys are completed and responses aggregated by RADII, overall 
data is sent to us so that we can then share the findings with you. 

 

Reading your Child’s Report by 
Michael Grose - Australia’s No 1 

Parenting Educator 
 

In the next few weeks, your child’s report cards will be 
finalised. We are all aware that report cards are on the 
academic progress your child has been making 
throughout the semester. Every child will perform differently due to their various learning styles. Teachers in 
the classroom have a special role to provide various learning opportunities for every student in their class. 
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Report cards reflect these learning opportunities and the ways in which your child learns. However, the most 
important part of the report cards are the efforts where your child applies themselves and also the general 
comments. These areas reflect on your child and the person they have become. 
 

Reports can mean anxious times for children. Will my parents be disappointed or proud? This is the main 
concern of most children. 

 

Could try harder . . . always does her best . . . lacks concentration . . . easily distracted . . . 
a pleasure to teach . . . 

 

Do these comments, taken from a batch of student reports sound familiar? Student reports bring mixed feelings 
for parents. Pleasure and pride if they are performing well but considerable angst when children are not 
progressing as you hoped. 

 

Kids of all ages take their cues from their parents, so your reaction to their school report can affect the way they 
see themselves as learners and as people.  

 

Before you rip open the sealed envelope containing the report, do a little self-check to see if you are in the 
right frame of mind: 
 

1. Are your expectations for your son or daughter realistic and in line with their ability? 
Expectations are tricky. If they are too high then kids can be turned off learning. Too low and there is nothing 
to strive for. Pitch your expectations in line with your child’s abilities. A quick check of your child’s last report 
cards may provide you with a good yardstick.  
 

2. Do you believe that children learn at different rates? 

There are slow bloomers, late developers and steady-as-you-go kids in every classroom, so avoid comparing 
your child to siblings, your friends’ children and even yourself when you were a child. Instead, look for individual 
progress.  
 

3. Are you willing to safeguard your child’s self-esteem rather than deflate it? 
Self-confidence is a pre-requisite for learning, so be prepared to be as positive and encouraging as possible. 

 

School reports come in different formats. Some are prescriptive while some use grading systems such as A, B, 
C, etc. with room for teacher comments. Regardless of the format, school reports should provide you with an 
idea of your child’s progress in all subject areas, their attitude and social development.  
 

Here are some ideas to consider when you open your child’s report: 
Focus on strengths. Do you look for strengths or weaknesses first? The challenge is to focus on strengths even 
if they are not in the traditional 3Rs or core subjects. 

 

Take into account your child’s effort and attitude to learning. If the report indicates that effort is below standard, 
then you have something to work on. If your child is putting in the required effort, then you cannot ask any 
more than that, regardless of the grading. 
 

Broaden your focus away from academic performance to form a picture of your child’s progress as a member 
of a social setting. How your child gets along with his or her peers will influence their happiness and well-being, 
as well as give an indicator to their future. The skills of independence and co-operation are highly valued by 
employers, so do not dismiss these as unimportant. 
 

Take note of student self-assessment. Kids are generally very honest and will give a realistic assessment of their 
progress. They are generally very perceptive so take note of their opinions. 
 

Discuss the report with your son or daughter, talking about strengths first before looking at areas that need 
improvement. Ask for their opinion about how they performed and discuss their concerns. 

 

After reports have been read and discussed, celebrate your child’s efforts with a special activity or treat. In this 
way, you will recognise progress and remind them that the holidays are just around the corner when they can 
forget about assessment, tests and reports for a while. 

 

Please always go and see your child’s classroom teacher if you have any concerns. 
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Quote of the Week 
May the Lord guide you gently through the week. 

 

Best wishes for a great week. 

 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
Brett.Pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

Digital Literacy and Healthy Online Behaviour 

Lately at school we are dealing with an increasing number of issues 

associated with social media and the online behaviour of the young 

people in our care.  This doesn’t come as a surprise and given our own 

fascination with online media and the diverse range of social media 

apps which are available for us to use as adults, it is only reasonable 

that our young people are equally as engaged.  Whilst I am sure the 

average 11 to 15 year old doesn’t follow weather apps and rugby 

league news feeds as diligently as some of us, social media, gaming and online activity is the ‘currency’ for many of our 

students.  The challenge for all of us is how do we manage our young people’s activities online and empower them to 

make good decisions as digital citizens.  There is no shortage of literature in this area and as a school we engaged Eyes 

Open last year to visit our community last year to speak to parents and students about responsible use of technology, and 

most importantly, how to stay safe online. 

I was fortunate to attend a NextGen conference a few weeks ago where the focus was on the mental wellbeing of our 

young people.  It won’t come as a surprise that much time was dedicated to online behaviour and social media usage.  I 

have also been reading a book called Nurturing Young Minds: Mental Wellbeing on the Digital Age (ed. Manocha, 2017) 

which features chapters by a number of the presenters from the conference.  I was particularly intrigued by a chapter 

written by Brett Lee, former detective working in the area of online child sex offenders and infiltrating communities and 

individuals involved in online predatory behaviours.  He offers a very interesting insight into the behaviour of both young 

people and predators and outlines 5 key steps for parents to follow in supporting their children to make good decisions 

and to keep them safe.  In following these steps it is worth noting that the Australian Government’s Department of Health 

released screen time guidelines in 2014 (updated in 2017) in Australia’s Physical Activity and Sedentary Behaviour 

Guidelines.   

Australia’s screen-time guidelines are as follows: 

 0-2 years – no screen time 
 2-5 years – one hour per day 
 5-12 years- no more than two hours per day 

13-17 years – electronic media for entertainment no more than two hours per day and break up long periods of 
time as often as possible. 

 

Brett Lee’s 5 key safeguards for parents are as follows: 

1. Parents, Take Charge 
You are the one who controls technology and make final decisions. 

2. Use Parental Controls 
Parents have a right (and responsibility) to know where their children go and who they communicate with. 

3. Stay Current 
Parents should increase their knowledge base as needed. 

4. Set Rules and Boundaries 
These are not optional and need to be enforced consistently. 

5. Communicate 
Create an openness about technology and talk about it with your kids. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Tues 18th June Darling Downs Track & 
Field 

Wed 19th June APSMO Games 

Thurs 27th June School Athletics Carnival 

Friday 28th June PUPIL FREE DAY 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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The key take home messages for parents from his talk at the conference and the chapter in the book I am reading area 
as follows: 

- Keep internet usage out of the bedroom and out in the open 
- ‘Friend’ your children Facebook / Instagram and predators are more likely to leave your child alone and look 

elsewhere 

- Use privacy settings and predators are more likely to pass over your account 

- Posting photos that depict your child with other family members can deter a potential predator 
 

A concerning behaviour that we has been reported to us lately has been the swapping of account logins and passwords 
between students.  This means that our young people are using each others accounts for a week or two at a time, 
posting, commenting, acting, as another person.  Without even taking the fraudulent nature of this behaviour into 
account, it is dangerous and irresponsible and we ask that parents speak very firmly to their children about this.  

 

Like all areas of our young peoples development, we work in partnership with the home and your feedback and support 
in this area is fundamental in keeping our young people informed, safe and confident in their online activity.  If parents 
did want to borrow this book, please let me know and I am happy to purchase additional copies for our school library. 

 

TryBookings 
We are trialling a new system to ordering/purchasing of tickets for fundraising style events. Please below the 
links for the Pie Drive and the Spots & Stripes Disco: 

St Mary’s Year 6 Pie Drive 
 

Disco Tickets 
Have a great week, go the Cowboys! 

 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

House Spirit Friday 
This Friday, sporting houses will gather at first break 
(10.45am-11.30am) to practise war cries and 
participate in activities organised by their House 
Captains. All students will receive a free sausage sizzle 
(1 sausage per student only) as part of this celebration. 
Please note there will be no other tuckshop items 
available at first break. We hope to continue this 
initiative each term.  

 

Andrew Chinn 
Andrew Chinn is a well-known religious musician and is 
coming to visit our school on Tuesday 25 June. He will 
be running a number of workshops with our primary 
classes and our choir which will culminate in a whole 
school concert at the conclusion of the day. 

 

All parents and friends are welcome to attend 
one/some of these workshops or concert, which will be 
held in the Church. Andrew is very entertaining to 
watch and the students thoroughly enjoy when he 
visits. The times of the workshops are below: 

 

9.00am - Prep – Year 2  
9.55am - Years 3 & 4 
11.20am - Years 5 & 6 
12.10pm - Choir Workshop 
1.40pm - Whole School Concert 

FROM THE APRE 
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Catholic Education Week 
Week 3 of Term 3, Catholic schools across Queensland celebrate Catholic Education Week. It is an opportunity 
to celebrate the gift that Catholic schools are to the wider community. This year‘s theme is: ‘Many Voices. One 
Spirit’. There are a number of events that will be taking place during that week to celebrate what it means to 
be part of this great network of great people. Activities for the week will include; Friendship Day (see below), 
visits to Kaloma, morning tea prepared and organised for the Op Shop Volunteers and invited members of our 
Parish Community. More information about Catholic Education Week will follow in our next newsletter.  
 

FRIENDSHIP DAY 
Friendship Day forms a part of the school’s Catholic Education Week celebrations. This year Friendship Day will 
be held on Thursday 1 August. Students select an activity of their choice and are broken up into small groups. 
The sessions range from nature walks, cooking classes, art activities, fishing, outdoor games and sports and 
more. I am seeking any volunteers to help students in their chosen activity. I’m happy to coordinate the 
activities resources, but would love as many parents, parishioners and members of the community to be 
involved as possible. I would also love some Dads to help with fishing groups, woodwork and any other activity 
that would appeal to our boys. Please email me if you can help with any part of our day. 

 

Friendship Day is a wonderful opportunity for all members of our school, parish and community to come 
together and celebrate the wonderful things happening not only in our school, but within the realms of Catholic 
Education! Please note that Friday the 2 August, is the final day of Catholic Education Week and a Pupil Free 
Day for our students. This Pupil Free Day is set aside for Bishops In-service Day, where teachers from our Diocese 
gather and listen to the Bishop, the Executive Director of Toowoomba Catholic Schools and guest speakers, 
celebrate the wonderful things happening in our Diocese and participate in Mass together.  

 

Blessings for a wonderful week ahead. 

 

Karra Suhr 
APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
 
Please note as mentioned in the APRE section that there will be NO first break tuckshop available this Friday 14 June 
2019. 
  

TUCKSHOP 
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mailto:Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjU5IeKmuDiAhWDb30KHTogC7AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholiceducationweek.com.au%2F&psig=AOvVaw1BR5KvUNz66CG4-Zqe_o_-&ust=1560300397487758


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 

Last week we celebrated 50 years of this much-loved picture book. We had lots of fun 

completing retells of the story, making caterpillars out of paper plates and paperchains, having 

our photo taken whilst wearing a caterpillar costume and enjoying a morning tea eating some 

of the foods the caterpillar ate in the story. How much fun picture books can be! 

 

 

 

 

This week was the last home borrowing week of the term, students in Years 2+ are invited to take 

part in holiday borrowing should they wish to do so. We ask that all books are returned prior to this 

day (Tuesday in Week 10) or if a student has not finished a book, they can bring it in to renew on 

this day ensuring the book does not become overdue over the break. Many children are taking 

delight in browsing and finding new treasures on our shelves and it is a joy to witness. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please e-mail the 

library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Australian Problem Solving Maths Olympiad  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APSMO Exam 2 
Tuesday  18th June, 2019 

STUDENTS TO PLEASE MEET MISS JONES AT THE SECONDARY SCHOOL STEPS WITH THEIR 

PENCIL CASE 10 MINUTES BEFORE COMMENCEMENT TIME. 
9:00am Year 3, 4, 5 Maths Games – Primary 

11:30am Year 4, 5, 6 Maths Olympiad – Primary 

12:30pm Year 7 Maths Olympiad – Secondary  

2:00pm Year 8 Maths Olympiad - Secondary 

E & E 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
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University of New South Wales ICAS Exams  
Registrations now open!  
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht - CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
Year 2 – Year 10 students 
Digital Technologies – Science – Writing – Spelling – English - Mathematics 
 

ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are 

based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level 

of learning. 

The series of assessments provide another option for parents to assess academic success of their child in comparison to 

students across Australia.  The exams are undertaken at school under exam conditions with a cost of $15 per exam, 

payable to the school office. 

Digital 
Technologies 

Science Writing * Spelling English Mathematics 

3 September 
2019 

5 September  
2019 

10 September 
2019 

12 September 
2019 

17 September 
2019 

19 September 
2019 

*Not available Year 2 

Please contact Anna Jones for further clarification.  Registrations close 27 June 2019.  

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

TERM 2 ENRICHMENT CLUBS 
 

Monday & Tuesday Thursday Thursday Friday 
MICRO:BITS 

12:45 – 1:30pm 
TIMESTABLE CLUB 
8:00am – 8:30am 

SCRATCH – CODE CLUB 
12:45 – 1:30pm 

CHESS 
12:45 – 1:30pm 

 

 

MICROBITS 
 

Our Micro:Bit Team worked collaboratively to create a game by using alligator clips, aluminum foil and a 

programmed Micro:Bit.  The created devices allowed each team to create reaction circuit code game.  Each 

player placed steady hands on the Player One and Player Two sections, when ready a students tapped the start 

button.  Each player and waited patiently for the light signal of the Micro:Bit to flash, whereby each students 

quickly removed their hands from their original position.  Who has the fastest reaction?  The winning student. 

This was an engaging hands on activity, thoroughly enjoyed by our students.  A big thank you to our Micro:Bit 

tutor, Mr Terry Weber from CISCO, for sharing this reaction circuit code game with our students. 
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CHESS CLUB FRIDAY 
 

Congratulations to Toby Corish for his valiant chess victory.  It was a quick, tough contest, ensuring the game 

was finalized during second break.  Well done to you and your cheer squad Toby.   

All are welcome to attend our Chess Club each Friday 12:45 – 1:25. Arrive by yourself or with a friend, for there 

is always someone to challenge.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OHSC 
Due to clashes of community events it has been decided to cancel the Moonlight Carnival for 2019. 
 
Starry Starry night will be held on 2 November 2019. Please save the date and further information will be 
supplied in Term 3. 
 

Chantal Corish 
P&F President 
chantal@corishfarms.com.au 

  

P & F NEWS 
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St Mary' Year 6 Pie Drive 

NOTICES 
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Get your disco tickets online: 

Disco Tickets click link here 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=513541&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=513541&

