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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
Dear Families 

 

The term is certainly passing quickly and it feels busier than ever at the moment. At times like these, it is 
important for us all to remain steady and keep on doing the ‘little things’ that make such a difference.  

  

The end of a school year brings a mixture of anticipation and anxiety as well as excitement. This is the nature of 
this time of year and different people respond in different ways to this, adults and children. We have processes 
in place at St Mary’s to support our students through these times but as always, we need your support to 
maximise their success. Please keep these things happening:  

• Keep to normal school routines - lots of sleep, a good breakfast, a healthy lunch box;  

• Reinforce the school’s uniform expectations – the right uniform on the right day, and the correct 
uniform; if not, please send a note of explanation with your child.  

• Be at school on time before 8.35am;  

• Keep the home and homework routines happening including reading every night, sight words, as well 
as talk about what the children are learning;  

• Know what is coming up by making a note of the events happening over the next few weeks.  
 

Our staff are working hard with all that happens at this time of year with assessment and reporting, learning 
and teaching, maintaining classroom routines and expectations as well as all the extra tasks and events that 
occur at this particular stage. All of it is done well and with your continued support, the right mix of work and 
fun can occur. We look forward to making sure this term remains as productive and positive as possible.  
 

2020 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tuesday 28 January Thursday 3 April 10 weeks 

Term 2 Monday 20 April Thursday 25 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 13 July Thursday 17 Sept 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tuesday 6 October Wednesday 2 Dec 9 weeks 
 

Secondary Building: 
I am delighted to announce that the new building hand over will take place this Friday morning at 9:00am. I 
wish to thank RJ Hanna Construction for the excellent quality building that they have constructed for us and for 
their willingness to always go the extra mile in the building process. We will start to make use of the new 
classrooms next week and the staff will start to use the new carpark, thus freeing – up parking spaces in Brisbane 
Street. The official opening of the building by the Bishop of Toowoomba, will take place on 4 March 2020.  
 

Quote of the Week 
Be the type of person you would like to meet! 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 4 Week 6 

Wednesday 13 November 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 

 

 

http://www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au/


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week. 
God bless. 
 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
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Last night we acknowledged the recipients of Major Awards and 

Highly Commended Certificate recipients for the Macintyre Young 

Writers competition. I was really pleased to see the spread of talent 

across our district and the quality of the pieces that were entered. As 

I flicked through the award winners across all age groups a common 

theme of creativity and flair, balanced by a sense of pragmatism and 

maturity was evident.   

Writers, like story tellers, hold a significant place in our world. For 

thousands of years, writers have put pen to paper to ensure history is 

remembered and valued; they have written to inspire, to encourage, 

to reflect, to amuse and to tug at the emotions that make use human.  

I had the chance to share my favourite childhood book ‘Dogger’ by 

Shirley Hughes with Prep E and Prep F last year and to talk about the 

meaning it had for me as a child and the meaning I take from it now 

as an adult.   

In Year 8 Religion we have been talking about the spread of the early Christian church and the writings of St Paul in 

particular, as well as the communities that collaborated over many years to write the Gospels between 60 and 100 years 

after Jesus lived. The power of story and the message that is conveyed through the telling and re-telling. I wonder if St 

Paul knew how powerful his message was? Certainly, his writing is a good example of a persuasive text given 2.3 billion 

people in the world identify as Christians and therefore believers in the message of Jesus that he spread through his many 

letters. I reckon St Paul would have handled NAPLAN writing test pretty well, however the transition to NAPLAN online 

might have thrown a spanner in the works. 

The connection that we find through story is profound and we are fortunate to have prolific writers amongst our student 
body. St Mary’s students featured prominently in the awards and are to be congratulated for the time and effort that they 
put into their pieces.  Their words and ideas are shaping our future from what I read, that is a very good thing. 

 

End of Year 
For St Mary’s the Macintyre Young Writers awards last night signified the first of the many end of year events that we will 
hold to celebrate a very successful year and to acknowledge the achievements of individual students across academia, 
service, sport and cultural activities. As well as celebrating the year that has been, we are also undertaking processes to 
elect leaders for 2020 to ensure a smooth transition of student leadership. The following events are coming up on our 
calendar to celebrate the end of year. 

 

Leadership Speeches 
On Monday we will hold our student leadership speeches in the church and voting in the Library for current Year 5 and 
Secondary School to elect our leaders for 2020. 
 9.00am  Secondary Student Speeches 
 10.00am Year 5 Speeches – boys 
 11.15am Year 5 Speeches – girls 

 

I would like to extend my apologies to the students, staff and parents involved in this important occasion. I will be 
attending a funeral of a very close family friend in Brisbane on Monday and will not be able be at school. I wish all of our 
students the very best of luck for this and apologise for my absence. 

 

Year 6 Transition Mass and Celebration 
On Friday 29 November we will be holding a series of events to celebrate the end of our Year 6 students’ Primary School 
journey. Parents and families are invited to attend Mass with our Year 6 students at 11.00am after which, our Year 6 
students will walk through a ‘tunnel’ of our students to the new secondary building and will be welcomed by the 
Secondary School students and staff. After a brief activity to welcome the Year 6 students to the next phase of their 
schooling journey, they will then walk to the pool for a sausage sizzle and afternoon of fun at the pool.  Students can be 
collected from the pool at 3.00pm.  Parents are very welcome to come along and join in. 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Mon 25 Nov Prep – Year 3 Awards Night 
5:30pm 

Wed 27 Nov Year 4 – 10 Awards Night 
5:30pm 

Thur 28 Nov Year 10 Farewell Lunch 

Fri 29 Nov Year 6 Transition Mass and 
Celebration 

Mon 2 Dec End of Year Mass 9:30am 

Tues 3 Dec Secondary School End of 
Year Celebration 

Wed 4 Dec Prep Christmas Play 9:30am 
End of School Year 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Year 10 Graduation 
On Thursday 28 November we will be celebrating the Year 10 Graduation of Zach Holmes and Samantha Hawson. Our 
Secondary Students will attend a liturgy at 11:45am in the church to celebrate and farewell our graduates.  This will be 
followed by a graduation lunch for Sam, Zach, staff and invited guests. 

 

Year 9 students will be asked to assist with serving at the lunch. 
 

I am looking forward to celebrating the end of the year over the next few weeks with all of you! 
 

Have a great week! 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

Awards Night  
This year our Awards Nights have been 
scheduled for the following dates: 
Monday 25th November 5:30pm – Prep to 
Year 3 
Wednesday 27th November 5:30pm – Years 
4-10 

 

ALL classes will attend a practice for half a 
day on their scheduled Awards Night date.  

 

We ask that students are dropped to the 
Cultural Centre the morning of their 
practice. Busses will be asked to drop 
students to the Cultural Centre of their 
designated morning also.  

 

Students may choose to wear a uniform 
that will best suit the needs of their family 
– this may be formal summer or sports 
uniform – which ever makes your washing 
system and organisation easier. 

 

We ask that students bring a packed 
morning tea on the day of their practice. 
THERE WILL BE NO TUCKSHOP AVAILABLE 
for First Break for students at the Cultural 
Centre. 
 

End of Year Mass 
Our end of Year Mass will take place on Monday 2nd December at 9:30am. Please save this 
date and join us for an uplifting celebration to conclude our wonderful year.  
 

Wishing you all a great week!  
Karra Suhr 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
  

FROM APRE 
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The students borrowed this week for the last time in 2019 due to stock 

take beginning in the library. It is important that ALL student loans are 

returned on or by Friday the 22nd November for maintenance to occur. Our 

collection continues to grow, we are very lucky to have the resources we 

do and thank all families for your support this year. This support takes 

many forms from reading to and with your children, ensuring the books 

are lovingly cared for, returning books for others to borrow, purchasing 

items through Book Club/Book Fair to being in contact if books are lost 

or damaged. 

 

 

Thank you for a great 2019 in the Library and we look forward to 

bigger things to come in 2020! 

 

If you have any questions or concerns such as your children 

being worried about lost or damaged books, please e-mail the 

library staff at: goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

Have a great week! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

Monday 18th November 

3pm 

This issue features: 

BOOK CLUB 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
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Brochures are not being sent home for the last Book club but are 
available at the front office for collection or here. This issue contains the 

latest ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ book along with another favourite ‘Tom 
Gates’. 

 

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted.  Please 
order online using ‘the loop’ platform. Information can be found on the 

order forms. Thank you for your support of Book Club, all purchases 
contribute to reward points for our school library. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Did you know St Vincent de Paul was a priest but was captured by pirates and sold as a slave? 
He helped his third master find his way back to follow God and was released back to France. 

He then worked tirelessly helping the poor and that is why he is known as the Great Apostle of Charity. 
 

Christmas is all about Jesus and family. It’s spending time together, sharing a meal and making meaningful 
memories.  
 

Unfortunately, many families in Australia can’t afford a meal or gifts. 
 

The Student Council will be running the St Vincent DePaul Christmas Appeal again this year. We are asking for 
donations of non-perishable food items or gifts. There will be a basket in your classroom for your donations.  
 

We would love to help other families make special memories this year. 
 

Tom Yeo & Eli Capra (Yr 4 Student Council Representatives) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

At St Mary’s OSHC we have been turning 

recycled items into art. This allowed 

children to use a different way of thinking 

about recycling and creating new objects. 
 

For booking enquires please call or 

email.  

 

Our vacation care program will be 

available next week along with the 

vacation care booking form. 
 

Tanya Hohn 

Coordinator 

 M  0448 292 227 

E  co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

W catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au 

A Brisbane Street Goondiwindi QLD 4390 

OSHC 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
 

 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/BrowseCatalogue.aspx
http://www.catholicearlyedcare.com.au/

