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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

The virtue of respect is the basis of the St Mary’s schoolwide 
expectations. Respect is a quality that is highly valued in our 
society and we can certainly recognise when people act and speak 
respectfully towards us. Everyone seems to know and 
acknowledge what constitutes respectful or disrespectful 
behaviour. It’s up to us to make sure that we’re doing our part to 
be respectful adults and to teach our children to be respectful as 
they learn and develop.  
 

Children learn their standards of respect from what they see 
around them. Parents and school staff are in a powerful position 
to teach by their own example as well as by instruction. Because 
our children take their cues from us, we need to be sure that we 
are setting the best possible standards. Schools teach children 
about respect, but parents have the most influence on how 
respectful children become. 

 

If we reinforce our children’s positive and respectful behaviour 
and eliminate disrespect by immediately calling attention to it to 
discourage it, we are helping to develop the moral intelligence of 
our children. It is true that we can’t change society, but it’s also 
true that we can be a powerful influence in our little corner of it. 

 

NAPLAN Tests  
This week our Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students sit the NAPLAN tests. We 
try to ensure that the children are not stressed about the tests 
and that they think of them as another day at school where we 
are doing some form of testing. The students have been prepared 
for the tests and would have seen a good number of example 
questions before they sit them. 
 

We ask parents to ensure that children get a good nights sleep before each test and that they eat breakfast 
before coming to school.  
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 2 Week 4 

Wednesday 15 May 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 
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Enrolling for Prep 2020 
We are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence Prep next year. Children born 
between 1 July 2014 and 30 June 2015 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with older children 
already at the school not to delay, as enrolment numbers are already healthy and we will have to “cap” the 
number of students in Prep as we do not have the space to hold a third prep class in 2020.   

 

Open Day 2017 – Friday 24 May 2019 (Prep – 10) 
The school is holding an Open Day on Friday 24 May. We will start the day with an assembly starting at 9:00am, 
followed by open classrooms whilst the students work, until 10.30am. A morning tea will be provided at 
10.30am for all visitors to the school.  

 

The premise for holding an Open Day, is to showcase our school to parents, prospective parents and the 
community in general. We cordially invite ALL our parents and prospective parents to visit the school at some 
time during the morning. Visitors will be able visit all our classes from Prep to the Secondary School and see the 
wonderful teaching and learning that is taking place in the school. Please spread the word to your friends and 
family about our Open Day and encourage any prospective parents to attend on the day. Grandparents are 
welcome too. I’m sure that most of the children would love to see their parents visiting the school whilst they 
are learning.  
 

Quote of the Week 
Cherish Yesterday, Dream Tomorrow, Live Today. 

Richard Bach 
Best wishes for a great week. 
Brett Pollard 
Principal 

 

It has been a busy time in the school over the past week with 
athletics season getting underway, NAPLAN, Mac Zone Tennis, 
Enrichment & Extension in full swing both in class and at 
lunchtimes. Bands, choirs and ensembles are practising hard 
and we’ve been having cross country training for our students 
heading away to Darling Downs Trial next week.  Amidst all of 
this students need to be maintaining their emphasis on the 
core business of school work! 

 

In the secondary school in particular this week we have been 
speaking extensively about Grade Point Averages (GPAs) and 
each student has been given their GPA for Term 1. They have 
set a goal to increase or maintain their GPA or achieve a 
personal process goal by the end of the term.  Setting a goal is 
a good start, however students need to implement ‘high yield 
strategies’ to work utilise when working towards their goals.  
We have discussed the following key three strategies for 
students to focus on over the coming term. 

 

1. Seek clarification / ask questions 
Time, energy and effort spent working in the wrong direction or practising a concept or skill that 
is incorrect is time, energy and effort wasted!  If students are unsure about anything at all, asking 
their teachers and clarifying as many times as necessary is the best possible way to ensure that 
they are on track and directing their energy, time and effort appropriately. 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Tue 14th–Thur 
16th May 

NAPLAN Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 

Thurs 16th May Mac Zone 800m & Long 
Jump Trials 

Fri 17th May Mac Zone Shot Put & 
Discus Trials 

Mon 20th–Thurs 
23rd May 

Book Fair 

Mon 20th May Mac Zone High Jump Trials 

Fri 24th May OPEN DAY – Whole School 

Thurs 30th May  Mac Zone Athletics 

Fri 7th June World Environment Day 
Liturgy – 3W 

Tues 18th June Darling Downs Track & 
Field 

Wed 19th June APSMO Games 

Thurs 27th June School Athletics Carnival 

Friday 28th June PUPIL FREE DAY 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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2. Be organised 
Time wasted through finding a laptop charger, fetching books from lockers, coming back to 
school to pick up a textbook, calling a friend to check homework that wasn’t written down 
correctly is damaging to progress, disruptive to the learning of the individual and the group. 

 

3. Revise content covered in class 
Research shows that if you revise newly learnt knowledge or a new concept or skill 
(correctly/accurately) 5 minutes, 5 hours, 5 days and 5 weeks after it has been learnt, 
information/knowledge/ability has a significantly higher chance of being retained.  Parents often 
hear “I have no homework” or “I only had 15 minutes of homework”.  This might (I stress might) 
be correct, however they will always have class content to revise.  45 minutes to  75 minutes, 4 
times per week for Year 7 to 10 students is an appropriate amount of homework to be 
completing.  If your child says, I have no homework, the answer should be “Great, you have 75 
minutes to read and to revise the content covered in class today”. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing our secondary student adopt these high yield strategies and achieve their 
learning goals. 

 

Mac Zone Tennis  
Last Friday George Yeo, Riley Watts, Hamish Woods, Tom Elmes, Molly Jekyll, Beatrice Lye, Josie Jekyll and 
Georgia Henderson travelled to Inglewood to trial for Mac Zone Tennis.   All students played extremely well 
with Molly Jekyll, George Yeo and Riley Watts being selected into the Mac Zone team which will compete at the 
Darling Downs trials later this month.  We were also extremely pleased to receive a phone call from trial 
convenor Mrs O’Rourke commenting on the excellent spirit in which the tennis was played, the conduct of our 
students throughout the day and their willingness to assist with ball and umpire duties!  Well done!  

 

Horse Sports 
On Friday 14 June the Cambooya Pony Club are hosting an interschool horse sports event.  After a great start 
for our riders this year at Inverell we are looking forward to sending a strong team to Cambooya.  If you are 
interested in your child/children participating, please email me at david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Under 8’s Day – Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 

Preparations continue for Under 8’s day here at St Mary’s on Friday 31 May from 9.00am to 11.00am for 
students in Prep to Year 2.  Over the coming week teachers will be contacting parents to request assistance with 
supervising small groups of students as they move between activities.  Our preference is to have 1 adult to 4 
children so a number of volunteer parents will be required.  Thank you in advance for supporting this. 

 

Friday Fun Run 
Over the past few weeks we have been training our cross country squad members who are heading away to 
Darling Downs trials.  Attendance has been excellent and the runners have enjoyed breakfast afterwards which 
has been generously supplied by the Wood family. 

 

Given the popularity of this, we would like to open this up to any students (and parents) who wish to attend.  
We run for about 30 minutes (minimum 4km) each session.  This activity is suitable for students who are 
currently comfortable running 2 kilometres or further.  However, if there are students who would like to start 
running, so long as they are accompanied by a parent (to assist with supervision) they are very welcome to 
attend.  We will trial having different age groups for a while and see how it works! 
Ideally, having students running in ability groups, with adults who are happy to run at the same pace, allows for 
safe, inclusive and enjoyable running.  Details are as follows: 

 

 Day  Every Friday commencing 31 May 
 Time  7.10am – meet in Undercover Area 
  Wear  Running clothes and change into uniforms afterwards 
 Breakfast Toast, cereal and fruit in the Home Ec Room afterwards 

Weather We run in the rain (hopefully), hail (maybe not), shine (always) or cold (unfortunately). 
Students Year 2 to 10 (beginner runners to be accompanied by a parent) 
Contact Dave Capra david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au  

mailto:david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Winter Uniform 
Temperatures dropped over the weekend and we have moved to wearing our winter uniform from Monday 13 
May with a two-week transition phase. From Monday 27 May it will become compulsory.  A reminder that 
winter and summer uniforms are NOT to be ‘mixed’.  
 

Have a great week. Go the Cowboys this weekend, surely they can knock off the Eels. 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 

 
 
 

Secondary Tie Ceremony 
On Sunday evening our new secondary 
students attended a Mass celebration where 
they were presented with their ties. This is 
such a beautiful way to highlight the 
wonderful relationship that exists between 
our Parish and school. A huge thank you to 
the parishioners who purchased and 
presented a tie to a student. The students will 
wear these ties with pride knowing the 
kindness in which they were given. Thank you 
for the positive feedback we have received 
about the beautiful ceremony. It’s a tradition 
we would love to continue.   
 

Wishing you a wonderful term,  
Karra Suhr 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

FROM THE APRE 
 

mailto:David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Thank you to both Debi Parr and Rebecca McDonald 

for their hard work in the Library whilst I was on 

leave. It was lovely to return to many new catalogued 

books and to have had lessons continue in my 

absence. 

It is BOOKFAIR time! This will be the one and only Book 
Fair this year and will NOT have novelty items. 

When: Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd May 

Times: 8:15am until 8:35am 

  1:00 to 1:20pm 

  3:00 to 3:45pm 

All books purchased contribute to resources for our 

school so thank you in advance for your support! 

 

In May we also celebrate National Simultaneous Storytime. This special 

story time takes place on Wednesday 22nd May. This year, along with 1 

million other children, our students will listen to ‘Alpacas with Maracas’ 

We are looking forward to having lots of fun next Wednesday. 

 

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please e-mail the 

library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week!  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Australian Problem Solving Maths Olympiad  
 

 

All exams will be administered in a Secondary School classroom on Tuesday 21st May by Miss Jones at the following times: 

 

 

 

 

APSMO Exam 1 
Tuesday   21st May, 2019 

9:00am Year 3,4,5 Maths Games – Primary 

11:30am Year 4,5,6 Maths Olympiad – Primary 

12:30pm Year 7 Maths Olympiad – Secondary  

2:00pm Year 8 Maths Olympiad - Secondary 

E & E 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Maths Games – Primary School 
5G 5L 4L 4R 3C 3W 

Poppy Gibbons 
Hunter Gibson 
Henry Gladman 

Claudia Woodhead 
Eleanor Petrie 

Lily Dawson 
Darcy McGregor 

Walter Wild 
 

Emma Bishop 
Ciaran Brennan 

Josie Jekyll 
Matilda McDonald 

Breck Norman 
Declyn Wren 
Fred Prosser 
Lucas Burrow 

 

Elsie Pritchard 
Mia Wilson 
Tom Elmes 

Bridie Castle 
 

Emily Chandler 
Blaze Fisher 
Riley Gore 

Josie Thompson 
Tom Yeo 

Ryan Mendes 
 
 

Gabby Farrow 
Emidey Wren 

Tommy Bishop 
Jarin Charles 

 

 

Maths Olympiad – Primary School 
6P 6F 5G 5L 4L 

Isabel Burling 
Leah Gee 

Kai Goodes 
Pippa Gore 

Curtis Lambert 
Millie Roberts 

Charlotte Rocks 
Isobel Stewart 

Riley Watts 
 

Ethan Chandler 
Brody Gallegos 
Riley Hegarty 

Georgia Henderson 
Hayleigh Hobday 

Will Kelly 
Eve Stiles 

Shelby Orchard 
Fred Taylor 
George Yeo 

Rori Zimmerman 
Annabelle Rocks 

Seth Rice 
Miranda Corish 

Veronica Farrow 
Billy Spicer 

 

Archie Deans 
Harvey Klowss 

Scarlett Richards 
 
 

Thomas Masel 
Rachel Stiller 

 

 

Maths Olympiad – Secondary School 
Year 7 Year 8 

Bailey Castle 
Kirsten Chick 

Olivia Feltham 
Jake Hegarty 

Cooper Jeans-Kliendienst 
Grace Moffat 

Josh Rice 
Sahej Sandu 

Dante Van Heerden 
Georgia Watts 
Lachlan Wilson 

Maddison Yench 
Dylan Lyndsay 

Nicholas Gee 
Kaitlin Gore 

Lillian Heeson 
Hamish Hobday 

Elsie Stewart 
Nicholas Stuart 

 

 

 
USQ Science and Engineering Challenge  
 

Congratulations to the following students who will represent St Mary’s at the USQ Science and Engineering Challenge. 

Science and Engineering students will depart from the school office on Wednesday 22nd May 2019 at 6am. 

All permission notes to the school office by Thursday 16th May. 

Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
Leah Gee 

Kai Goodes 
Curtis Lambert 
Millie Roberts 

Riley Watts 
Ethan Chandler 
Brody Gallegos 

Will Kelly 
Fred Taylor 
George Yeo 

Rori Zimmerman 

Bailey Castle 
Kirsten Chick 

Olivia Feltham 
Jake Hegarty 

Cooper Jeans-Kleindiest 
Grace Moffat 

Josh Rice 
Sahej Sandu 

Dante Van Heerden 
Georgia Watts 
Lachlan Wilson 

Nicholas Gee 
Kaitlyn Gore 

Hamish Hobday 
Nick Stuart 
Tim Petrie 

Zac Woolacot 

Caitlin Fisher 
Jordan Moloney 

Diesel Casey-Buttie 
Jayden Fisher 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ZgpJqV%2fd&id=A39208E99C75A1320C229D64CC2AF777C520B2BC&thid=OIP.ZgpJqV_dQ4y_hjn3OsQsmgHaHa&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fdeow9bq0xqvbj.cloudfront.net%2fimage-logo%2f2005526%2fUSQ_Ver_2_FullCol_REV_Itunes.jpg&exph=1400&expw=1400&q=USQ+image&simid=608033781547076937&selectedIndex=0
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ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are 

based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level 

of learning. 

The series of assessments provide another option for parents to assess academic success of their child in comparison to 

students across Australia.  The exams are undertaken at school under exam conditions with a cost of $15 per exam, 

payable to the school office. 

Digital 
Technologies 

Science Writing * Spelling English Mathematics 

3rd September 
2019 

5th September  
2019 

10th September 
2019 

12th September 
2019 

17th September 
2019 

19th September 
2019 

*Not available Year 2 

Please contact Anna Jones for further clarification.  Registrations close 27th June 2019.  

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Opti-MINDS 
Registrations now open! 
https://bit.ly/2vBxon7 
 
Year 4 – Year 10 
 

Opti-MINDS is a creative problem solving event where students are required to solve demanding, open-ended challenges 

from one of the following categories: Language Literature, Science Engineering and Social Sciences. 

THE CHALLENGE… 

▪ Teams of 4 – 7 students work together on a Language Literature, Science Engineering or Social Sciences Long 

Term Challenge for up to six weeks.   

▪ Students present the product of their ideas – their Challenge solution – to a panel of judges and an audience on 

Challenge Day. They have 10 minutes in which to present and must do so in a 3 x 3 metre performance area. 

▪ The teams must also participate in an unseen Spontaneous Challenge on Opti-MINDS Day. This Challenge 

requires rapid interchange of ideas, the ability to think effectively, creatively, and well-developed group 

cooperation skills. 

▪ Parents will be required to transport their child to and from the event at UQ Gatton on Sunday 25th August 

2019. 

▪ Students will be required to use their own time before school, after school and weekends to coordinate their 

ideas with their group. 

Please contact Anna Jones for further information. Registrations close 14th June 2019. 

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

  

 
University of New South Wales ICAS Exams  
Registrations now open!  
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht 
 
Year 2 – Year 10 students 
Digital Technologies – Science – Writing – Spelling – English - Mathematics 
 

mailto:Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au
https://bit.ly/2vBxon7
https://bit.ly/2vBxon7
mailto:Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht
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Extension and Enrichment Competition Dates 
 

 

USQ Science and 
Engineering Challenge 

Australian Problem Solving 
Maths Olympiad 

University of NSW 
Exams 

Opti-MINDS 

22nd May 2019 
USQ Toowoomba 

APSMO 
Digital Technologies 
3rd September 2019 

25th August 2019 
UQ Gatton 

Olympiad 1 
21st May 2019 

Science 
5th September 2019 

Olympiad 2 
19th June 2019 

Writing 
10th September 2019 

Olympiad 3 
30th July 2019 

Spelling 
12th September 2019 

Olympiad 4 
20th August 2019 

English 
17th September 2019 

Olympiad 5 
17th September 2019 

Mathematics 
19th September 2019 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Enrichment Clubs @ E&E Room – TERM 2 
12:45 – 1:30pm 
 

Thank you to all students who have shown interest in attending the lunch time enrichment activities this term. Students 

will be reminded of the available activities at assembly each morning.   

Additional students on waiting lists will be submitted into the Micro:Bit, Chess and Scratch – Code Club groups 

throughout the term. 

Micro:Bit Scratch – Code Club Chess 
Monday & Tuesday Thursday Friday 

Gus Walker 
Blaze Fisher 

Tom Yeo 
Ryan Mendes 
Rachel Stiller 

Josie Thompson 
Scarlett Reardon 
Emily Chandler 

Eli Capra 
Harry Dowling 

Tom Masel 
Rory Murray 

Macy McNulty 
Elka Gall 

Elsie Pritchard 
Elle Baker 

Lexi Boyd 

Emidey Wren 

Leah Carrigan 

Alice Pink 

Isabelle Smith 

Patrick Scudamore 

Alex Galvin 

Tommy McDonald 

Fred Carrigan 

Henry O’Toole 

Lachlan Henderson 

Gurshaan Singh 

Ambrose Klowss 

Jarin Charles 

Rupert Raymond 

Toby Corish 

Chloe Dunmill 

Xanthe Mackay 

Patricia Murphy 

Olivia Boyd 

Riley Spicer 

Tayla Burrow 

George Yeo 6F 

Alex Mills 6P 

 

Poppy Gibbons 5G 

Miranda Corish 5G 

 

Tom Yeo 4R 

Ryan Mendes 4R 

Ava Corish 4R 

 

Patrick Scudamore 3C 

 

Pippa Mooney 2G 

Carter Reeves 2G 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=zT3TiVYi&id=79A4A2DFB7F594107217141F3B086A9B6067119B&thid=OIP.zT3TiVYigkVOGitbzLEkNgHaDR&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fapsmo.edu.au%2fimages%2ftop-box-logo-mo.png&exph=93&expw=210&q=APSMO+Maths+olympiad&simid=608039957734490444&selectedIndex=8
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MICRO:BIT Team 

 

 

The St Mary’s Extension and Enrichment Micro:Bit team met with Mr Terry 

Weber from CICSO for our first tuition session.  Our keen Year 4 students will 

meet with Mr Weber over the next five weeks to broaden their knowledge 

and application of code. Many thanks to CISCO and CSIRO stem-in-schools 

for this opportunity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TIMESTABLE CLUB THURSDAY! 
 
8:00am – 8:30am – Library 
Year 2 – Year 4 
 

 

 

At St Mary’s OSHC the children have shown interest in LEGO Masters. OSHC 
decided to host our own LEGO Master building challenge which allowed 
children to follow and extend their own interest with enthusiasm, energy and 
concentration.  

 

For booking enquires please call 0448 292 227 or email 
co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

 

Tanya Hohn 
OSHC Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

OHSC 
 

mailto:co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au
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NOTICES 
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