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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Welcome to Week 9 of the term. We continue to follow State Government requirements, with no assemblies, 
sporting events or other large gatherings for the remainder of Term 2.  Class Awards are being handed out every 
Friday morning and photos will be uploaded into the newsletter every fortnight.  
 

We are planning a School Athletics Carnival in the latter stages of Term 3, subject to no further Covid 19 
restrictions from the authorities. As a school we feel that the students deserve the opportunity to compete in 
an athletics carnival for 2020.  
 

Deputy Principal News 
This position will be advertised at the end of Term 2, with a starting date of January 2021. The interviews will 
be conducted early in Term Three. Our current Acting Deputy Principal, Emma Farrow, has decided that she will 
return to her previous role of Secondary School Co-ordinator, to continue the outstanding job that she started 
4 years ago. In 2021, Emma will be focussed solely on the secondary school, with a mandate to improve the 
educational outcomes of every student, taking advantage of the small class sizes and our excellent facilities and 
resources.  
   

Year 6 Canberra Trip 
We are continuing with the planning for our Year 6 cohort visit to Canberra in the last week of Term 3. This trip 
is an integral part of the learning that has been taking place in the classroom and is a great learning experience 
for the children, both socially and emotionally. There is a quiet confidence amongst the tour operators and the 
venues in Canberra that borders and venues will be fully operable by the time the group departs. Letters to 
parents will be sent home this week.  
 

Secondary Demountables 
We expect a handover of the new secondary school building early next week. We are delighted with the finish 
and the excellent facilities that this building will provide for our secondary students whilst we await the funding 
and building of the next stage. In early next term, we will invite parents to view the new facilities.  
 

2020 Capital Assistance Proposal 
The presentation for capital assistance was held on Monday, 8 June 2020. We will have to wait until later in the 
year to hear to outcome of this application. I can make the observation that we “gave it our best shot” and are 
hoping for a positive outcome.  

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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Staffing News 
I have appointed Mrs Julie Tonkin as a secondary Teacher’s Aide for the remainder of 2020. 
This position was awarded after interviewing of a number of candidates. Congratulations 
Julie. 

This week we welcome our new School Counsellor, Ms Jasmine 
Neyland. Miss Jasmine (as she will be known to the children) has 
moved to Goondiwindi from Cooktown in far north Queensland. She 
will be working at St Mary’s every Monday and Tuesday and 
alternate Wednesdays. She will work at St Maria Goretti School in Inglewood every 
alternate Wednesday and at St Patrick’s School, St George on Thursdays and Fridays.  
Welcome Jasmine!  
 
 

Refurbishment of the Mercy Building 
Early in Term 3 will see the start of the refurbishment of the Mercy Building. This process is expected to continue 
for the remainder of 2020. To avoid disruption to the children at the start of Term 3, we will be moving the 
primary classes on the last day of Term 2.  

 

Many thanks to St Mary’s Parish for loaning the school the Parish Centre for the remainder of 2020 to house 
classrooms. The Parish Centre has been divided into two classrooms with a purpose-built wall between them. 
The entry to these classrooms will only be through the sliding glass doors opposite the Mercy Building. These 
rooms are airconditioned and will also have electronic white boards fitted. 
The classes will be housed as follows: 

1. Year 6R – In the specialist music room where Mr Sam Jessen is currently teaching (behind the Centenary 
Centre) 

2. Year 6P – The staff room in the Admin building 
3. Year 3F – Aquinas 1 – current music room 
4. Year 3C – Parish Centre 1 
5. Year 3S – Parish Centre 2 
6. Mr Sam Jessen – Mercy Hall  
7. Staff Room – Patio outside the kitchen and admin area 
8. Mrs Klowss’ lessons will take music in their classrooms 

   
Assessment and Reporting Semester 1 
A modified school report for Semester 1 will be sent home to parents on Friday, 24 July 2020. This will be 
followed by parent teacher interviews during the following week (27/07 – 30/07). The timing of this report is to 
allow the teachers time to assess and consolidate their professional judgement on each child’s progress and 
attainment during this very disrupted academic school year.  
 

Enrolling for Prep 2021 
We are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence Prep next year. Children born 
between 1 July 2015 and 30 June 2016 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children 
already at the school not to delay, as enrolment numbers are especially healthy (we are close to our target 
numbers for 2 classes already). At this point in time, we will need to “cap” the number of students in Prep in 
2021, as we do not have the space to accommodate a third Prep class in 2021.  
 

Quote of the Week 
May the Lord guide you gently through the week and through the holidays. 

 
Best wishes for a restful holiday. 
 
Brett Pollard 
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Nutrition Information Sessions  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr Sarah Gleeson, Dr Anna Carswell and Mrs Margot Hawker for kindly 
offering their time and expertise to run nutrition information sessions in Term 3. These information sessions will focus 
on helping parents to navigate our way through nutrition and healthy behaviours 
and habits for our children. These sessions will, at this stage due to restrictions, be 
offered via Zoom sessions. An invitation will come closer to the date.  
 

• Thursday 16th July at 5pm 

• Thursday 16th July at 7:30 pm 

• Friday 17th at 9:00 am 

Please RSVP to our front office by Wednesday the 15th July 2020.  

Spotlight on Classrooms  
With all the craziness in the world at present, it is easy to lose sight of the amazing 
achievements that are occurring every day. This week I would like to highlight just 
some of the outstanding work being produced by our students and their support 
team (parents and teachers) through photos.  
 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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This fortnight in Religion class, our Year 9 and 10 students focused on how the representations of God from the 

Old Testament texts can be applied to modern day Australia. They studied texts from the book of Exodus and 

discovered God is a protector, guide, helper and a merciful, forgiving and fair judge. Our weekly adult story links 

to some of these representations of God. 

An adult fiction story 

A story tells that two friends were following a hiking trail through the desert. During some point of the journey 

they had an argument, and one friend slapped the other one in the face. The one who got slapped was hurt, 

but without saying anything, wrote in the sand; 

 

 

“Today my best friend slapped me in the face.” 

 

 

In silence they continued walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to cool down in one of the 

small, shallow wells. The one who had been slapped got stuck in the mire and started drowning, but the friend 

saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning, he took out his pocketknife and carved these words on 

a stone; 

 

 

 

“Today, my best friend saved my life.” 

 

  

 

The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him; “After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and 

now, you write on a stone, why? 

The other friend replied; 

“When someone hurts us, we should write it down in sand where winds of forgiveness can erase it away. But, 

when someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind can erase it easily.” 
Moral of the story:  

Value who you have in your life. Forgive and forget and focus, with gratitude, on the people and small acts of 

kindness that enrich our lives. 
 

At St Mary’s, our motto is “Every Child Matters” and we are trying to instill this value in all our students so that 

they value their fellow students. When there are disagreements and differences, we guide them to develop 

strategies to resolve the situations and forgive and forget.  Thank you to all parents who set the example at 

home to make this a life skill that our young people can apply throughout their lives! 
 

  

FROM THE APRE 
 



 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

Condolences: 

The St Mary’s School community wish to extend our sincere condolences to Kristy, Trent and Brandon Hohn 

and family with the loss of their son and brother, Tyson. Tyson was a former student at St Mary’s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to students who have returned library bags that are marke d ‘Please return 
to St Mary’s Library . We had many returned along with some new bags from kind 
donors. Thanks so much, bags are always appreciated!  
 
Holiday borrowing for Year 2+ wil l be held next week (Week 10) and we ask for al l 
students to have cleared their l ist of books by Monday 22 nd June…if  sti l l reading items 
please bring them in to renew and at the same time browse some great new reads for 
the winter break, best reading time of the year!  
 
There wil l be some notes sent home regarding lost books, a s it  is the end of semester. 
We would appreciate any help you can give to f ind books if you receive a note, as you 
might imagine many lost books means lost funds and t ime re cataloguing and covering 
books. 
 
Please remember you can log in to our catalogue at https://au.accessit.online/STM25/  
to browse the fabulous books we have. Students need to log in using their username 
and password used to log in during at home learning. They can then reserve books and 
write reviews of books they have read which the students love to do.  

  

 
@smpschoollibrary 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
https://au.accessit.online/STM25/
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Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-

mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 

 

Book club 

It is expected that Issue 4 Book Club items will arrive this week. 

Please keep an eye out and inform the school if something does 

not arrive at home. 

Thank you for your orders, we hope they bring much peace and 

quiet and enjoyment! 
 

 

St Mary’s Parish School Links 

Positive Education 
(8) 

“Setting Goals”  

“You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start where 

you are and change the ending “ 
 

~ C.S. Lewis 

 

“If you don’t know where you are going, any road will get you there” 
~ Lewis Carroll (Alice in Wonderland) 

 

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
 

mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Research has found that: 

• People without goals are not as successful as they hope to be 

• People who don’t write down goals are less likely to accomplish them. 

 

Having goals is not good enough. They need to be SMARTER goals (see below) and preferably they need 

to be process goals (a goal that specifies the actions to be taken regularly, often to accomplish a 

performance or outcome goal) 

 

S.M.A.R.T.E.R Goals 
 
S – Specific: The more specific you are, the easier it is to quantify your results along the way. 

M – Measurable: We need to be able to see advancement over time, and therefore a way to measure the 

progress. 

A – Actionable: A goal is actionable when it is immediately clear what action needs to be taken to 

accomplish it (use verbs) 

R – Relevant: Your current situation needs to be considered. You need to set goals that you can 

accomplish at your stage in life. 

T – Time-bound: Every goal needs a deadline, so you are forced to act within a certain timeframe.  

E – Evaluate: We need to regularly evaluate our progress. This helps us to remember what we are 

trying to do and to make sure we act every week. 

R – Reward: Every goal and milestone needs to be rewarded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Informative link 

This links provides more information: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpKvs-apvOs 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpKvs-apvOs
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ICAS (International Competitions and Assessments for Schools) are online assessments, designed 

to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are based on the curricula for the relevant 

year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level of learning. 

Students are assessed on their ability to apply classroom learning to new contexts using higher-order thinking 

and problem-solving skills. 

This year parents with students in Years 4, 5 and 6 can purchase English, Mathematics and/or Science tests 

using the online Parent Payment Portal. Tests cost $15.95 each. 

Benefits… 

Provide objective ranking of performance 

Encourage students to attain greater academic success 

Require students to think beyond the classroom 

Recognise student success through medals and certificates 

Subject Sitting Dates 

ICAS Science Wednesday 19th August  

ICAS English Wednesday 24th August 

ICAS Mathematics Wednesday 2nd August 

If you would like your child to participate in an ICAS test, go to the following web page and follow the prompts to choose 

and pay.  

https://shop.unswglobal.com.au/pages/pps 

School access code is QCC542 

Closing Date Monday 20th July. 

  

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT  
 

https://shop.unswglobal.com.au/pages/pps
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LEARNING SUPPORT 
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Please be vigilant in NAMING your child’s belongings, particularly hats & jumpers. We have had many 

disappear this term. Please also check the items you have at home to ensure another child’s belonging hasn’t 

come home accidently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RECENT CLASS AWARD WINNERS 
 


