Phone: 0746711730
Fax: 0746711145
Absentee Hotline: 0746712063
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au
Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Rachael Reeves
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Caitlin Morris
St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com

Term 2 Week 5
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Seek Truth Through Knowledge
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

EVERY CHILD MATTERS
Dear Parents and Caregivers
This Friday already sees the half-way point of the term and our teachers are continuing
to concentrate on quality teaching and learning. To help staff and especially your children,
we suggest that children have enough sleep at night and get enough rest over weekends.
On visiting classes on a Monday morning especially, I am often faced with many exhausted
children who have trouble concentrating because of being tired. As the term progresses,
many of our children in the younger grades also tire easily and cannot learn effectively.

School Student Protection Contacts
The safety and wellbeing of our students is of the highest importance at St Mary’s School.
As with all non-state schools, we have nominated School Student Protection contacts who
are staff members that students can raise concerns of abuse, harm or inappropriate
behaviour by others. At St Mary School, our School Student Protection Contacts are:

David Seng

Kristina Griffiths

Rachael Reeves

Brett Pollard

School Counsellor

Primary Teacher

Secondary Teacher

Principal
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All School staff receive regular training and information to be able to respond to student
protection concerns. Please contact myself should you have any queries regarding
student protection processes at St Mary’s School.

Horse Sports
Congratulations to the children who participated in the Horse Sports competition last
Friday. They all did an excellent job and our team gained first place overall. Well done!

Access to Teachers
We are so blessed to have a school that is welcoming to all and listens to the needs of our
community. We wish to continue to keep these open and friendly lines of communication.
Emails – Emails ensure we are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please respect that
teachers have other commitments and consider the most appropriate time to
communicate.
Teachers on Duty – Teachers are providing duty to not only keep our children safe but to
also interact in a less formal way with our students to build greater relationships. Please
refrain from having deep conversations with them during this time. A short conversation
of course is totally fine.
Appointments – If you need to see a teacher for a lengthy period or about something that
needs attention, then it is appropriate to make an appointment with them to ensure we
give due attention. (Not on Wednesdays, due to staff meetings)
Gratitude – It is easy to find the negative in any situation and focus on this. You just have
to jump on social media and see some of the negativity that many hold for each other.
Please, if you feel the need, show some gratitude to the efforts that our community is
putting in to better our children. As a school we display this each day to our students and
we are aiming for a school community that does whatever it takes to lead the way in love.

Date Claimers
School ATHLETICS Carnival – Thursday 24 June 2021 (Please note the day and date
change)

ENROLLING FOR PREP 2022 – Please enrol now!
As a part of our forward planning, we are currently accepting enrolment applications for
students to commence Prep next year. Children born between 1 July 2016 and 30 June
2017 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children already at the
school not to delay, as we are currently fielding a great deal of interest for places in this
cohort. Interviews will be held in August this year.
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I have had several enquiries about early entry into Prep for 2022. This is only for children
who are born in July 2017. There are strict rules and protocols set up by the State
Government that we need to follow before we can accept early entry into prep.
Please note that we will only accept early entry students if they meet all requirements of
the regulations and if there is a place available in Prep for that year. This whole process is
rigorously followed, as we need to set students up for successful school careers.

2022 Year 7 Enrolments
We request that all parents of Year 6 students please advise the school of their intentions
for their child’s schooling in 2022. We need to know how many children will be entering
into our Secondary School so that we can complete staffing, school camps and subject
selections for 2022. Please note that your information will be kept in the strictest
confidence.
You
may
forward
an
email
to
let
me
know
at
brett.pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au if you so wish.

2022 Term dates
Term 1 Monday, 24 January - Friday, 1 April 10 weeks
Term 2 Tuesday, 19 April - Friday, 24 June 10 weeks
Term 3 Monday, 11 July - Friday, 16 September 10 weeks
Term 4 Tuesday, 4 October - Friday, 2 December 9 weeks

Quote of the Week:
You do not choose the family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to them.
God Bless.
Brett Pollard

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Hello St Mary’s Community,
The end of this week marks the half-way mark for Term 2!
NAPLAN Online testing has been going well, with all scheduled testing completed on Wednesday.
However, there are a number of students who were absent for one or more tests, so they will
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have the opportunity to sit these tests on Thursday or Friday. I commend all students on their
efforts and for taking the tests seriously and for quickly adapting to the online testing format.
Thank you to the supervising teachers and other staff who have helped to ensure that NAPLAN
Online has gone smoothly, with only minor technical glitches along the way.
The last half of the term will be a very busy one. Here is a reminder of just some of the events
occurring next week.
This Sunday evening 23 May, 5.30pm: We are having our annual Staff Blessing Mass at the
church. This will also incorporate the Secondary Tie Ceremony, for our Year 7 students (and any
other new secondary students).
Monday morning 24 May, 10:00am: St Mary’s will be participating in celebrations for 200 Years
of Catholic Education in Australia. We will be holding a whole-school Liturgy in the Centenary
Centre. Parents are most welcome to attend.
Also on Monday 24 May: A group of Year 9 and 10 secondary students will be participating in the
Darling Downs Science and Engineering Challenge at USQ in Toowoomba. We wish our students
all the best and know that they will have a memorable and worthwhile time.
Friday 28 May – St Mary’s Open Day. Our Open Day begins with an assembly at 8.45am. All
welcome. Please let your family and friends know so they have an opportunity to take a look at
our school in action.

John Shaw
Deputy Principal

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

As predicted, this term is progressing hastily, compounded by the fact that we
have had several shortened weeks consecutively.
Focus for the Weeks Five and Six

Help Seeking
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“We become what we think of most of the time, and that’s the strangest secret”
~Earl Nightingale
‘Positive Health’. This is not only to do with exercise
and nutrition, but also looking after the social and
emotional wellbeing aspects of health.
Help seeking plays a significant role. Having the
confidence to seek help when you need it, and
knowing where to get the help you need, is very important. When you need
help to overcome problems: asking for help immediately is a sign of strength.
Different people can support you with different problems. Knowing who is the
most suitable person to ask is the key.
The following groups of people are always there to help our students and their
friends:
•
•
•
•
•

Family – They love, care for you, make you feel that you matter as a
person.
Friends – They share highs and lows, laugh, have fun with and are there for
you.
Teachers – They teach you how to learn and how to think critically and
creatively.
School Counsellors – They assist you to overcome issues and challenges
which affect your wellbeing.
Outside organisations – They help you with the more serious emotional
health issues.

Mental Health Service Navigators
Understanding and navigating the paths to mental health and other community
support can be challenging, particularly when people are unwell. The ‘Health
Service Navigator’ can help by supporting community members to navigate the
array of mental health services in the region, including clinical services that can
be accessed through a GP referral. This free service if offered through Neami
National and R Health in the Darling Downs West Moreton Health. Contact: 1300
012 710
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Upcoming Important Dates/Events/Notices
Date
22 May
23 May

Event
Reds vs Crusaders
Tie Ceremony

24 May

Science and
Engineering Challenge
St Mary’s Open Day

28 May
31 May –
04 June
31 May –
04 June
08 June –
11 June
21 June
24 June

Notes
Bus leaves at 10am (sharp) from St Mary’s
Mass – Year 7 Tie Ceremony and Staff Blessing
5.30pm
Bus leaves at 6am (sharp) from St Mary’s

Year 7 Camp

School Open Day – 9am Assembly in
Centenary Centre
More information to follow

Year 8 Camp

More information to follow

Year 9/10 Camp

More information to follow

Rewards Trip
Athletics Carnival

More information to follow
More information to follow

The Secondary School in Pictures
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LIBRARY CORNER

Thank You to everyone for
‘catching your kid’ reading!
We have had many fantastic photos of children reading at home (or elsewhere) and these
are now displayed on the library wall. Drop in for a look on Open Day! It has been so fun
to see the photos and we appreciate you taking the time to send them in. Thank you!

National Simultaneous Storytime
Today we joined in with over 1 million other children to listen to astronaut Shannon
Walker read the book ‘Give Me Some Space’ by Philip Bunting. Thank you to all of the
children who came to listen to the story, we hope you enjoyed it!

Borrowing days
We are now back to our routine of weekly borrowing on the following days
(please note, NO FRIDAY returns- return and borrow on same day)
MONDAY - Prep, Year 1 and Year 2
TUEDAY - 4L, 4LA, 5F, 6R, 3R
WEDNESDAY - 4M, 6P, 3C
THURSAY - 5J
Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail
the library staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Book Club
Please note Issue 3 items have now been sent home. Please let Emma in the
library know if you have not received your items.

BOOK CLUB is DUE Friday 4th June.
Issue 4 is now out!
This issue features:

Friday 4th June

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the
loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms.
Thank you for your support of Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our
school library.
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SPORTS NEWS

Mac Zone Cricket
Mac Zone cricket was postponed last term, due to rain… they will now be held in Term 2, date to be advised.
Mac Zone Union
Mac Zone Rugby Union trials will be held at Riddles Oval on Wednesday, 19 May 2021 from 3.30 – 5.30pm.
These trials are for boys and girls born 2009 and 2010.
Mac Zone Tennis
Congratulations to Toby Tait, Ryan Mendes and Ethan Mudimu, who were selected in the Mac Zone Tennis
team. Well done boys and good luck in Dalby where you will play against the best from the region!
Darling Downs Cross Country
Congratulations to the following students who ran in Toowoomba at the regional Cross Country trials on
Monday, 17 May. Tommy McDonald, Henry O’Toole, Jack Wood, Elkie Wood, Bella Dowling, Riley Spicer, Rory
Murray, Ned Behrend, Bree Bauer, Harry Dowling and Wilbur Wood.
A special congratulations to Tommy McDonald and Elkie Wood who have made the Darling Downs Cross
Country team. They will head to Ipswich for the State Titles in July. Well done all!
Horse Sports
St Mary’s School Horse Sports were held last Friday 14 May at the Goondiwindi Show Grounds, hosted by
Border Rivers Christian College. We had 16 riders compete and were the overall highest point scoring school!
Congratulations to the following students:
Abbey Picton – overall 7 Years Champion
Tara Sim – overall 8 Years Champion
Grace Lambert – 9 Years Reserve Champion
Riley Gore – 11 Years Reserve Champion

Well done to all of our riders!

Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au
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EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT

Maths Olympiad Students in Year 5 and 6, sat their second Olympiad on Wednesday 5 May.
Here are 2 of the questions they had to tackle:
Sam has a number that is a secret code. Jan asks Sam what the code is. Sam gives Jan the
following clue: “If you add 39 to my secret code and then divide the result by 20, the answer
is 103.’ What is Sam’s secret code?
Theodore is thinking of a 2-digit number. Alvin is thinking of a square number. Simon is
thinking of a number with 9 different factors. In talking about their numbers, they realised
they were all thinking of the same number. What number were they thinking of?
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STUDENT SERVICES

Carbal Medical Services will be back in Week 6 for hearing tests.

Please complete a Medical Consent Form and return to the School Office if you
would like your child to participate in a hearing test.
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LOST & FOUND
Please see the School Office staff if you are the owner of one of these watches.
They will head to the St Mary’s Op Shop if not claimed by the end of next week.

LOST – Air pods in a pink silicone case.
Please contact the School Office if found. Reward offered.

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
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NOTICES
FRENCH. Learn to read, write, speak easy way.
Do it at your free time. Achievement for the future.
Call Salvador Fernandes 0428304318 or salvador.f@rediffmail.com.
Busy people do it more. VRAI DE VRAI.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

