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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

A child is.......... 

 

A butterfly in the wind 

Some can fly higher than others, 

But each one flies the best it can.  

Some have many colours, 

But each one shows brightness.  

Some are big and some are small, 

But each one is as God created it. 

Some flutter around, some are still, 

But each one has its purpose. 

Each one is different! 

Each one is special! 

Each one is beautiful! 

 

Author Unknown 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

Welcome to the penultimate week of term. Last week on Tuesday, with the assistance of Mr Paul Bryant from 
the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office, I presented the school’s application for funding for the new secondary 
buildings and refurbishment of the Mercy Building. The presentation was well received, and we look forward to 
a positive response later in the year. The competition for funding is stiff with the Building Grant Authority (BGA) 
having received 32 applications for financial assistance totalling over $ 180 million with only $84 million to share. 
 

2020 Year 7 Enrolments 
We request that all parents of Year 6 students please advise the school via email or phone of their intentions 
for their child’s schooling in 2020. If your child will be continuing their schooling into secondary at St Mary’s, a 
continuance of schooling form will be sent home with your child for parents to sign and return to confirm the 
ongoing enrolment into 2020.  
 

This information is required for consideration in regards to secondary staffing, school camps and subject 
selections in 2020. 
  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 2 Week 9 

Wednesday 19 June 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 
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2020 Prep Enrolments 
The school will be hosting a Prep Information Evening on Tuesday, 23 July at 6pm, with Prep interviews being 
held on 7th and 8th of August (Wednesday/Thursday). If you have not already enrolled your child for 2020, please 
do so at your earliest convenience.  
 

Report Cards 
Semester One Report Cards will be posted home on the last Friday of term.  We would like to remind parents 
of the A-E levels and the Prep Curriculum AP to BA grades and their correlation to your child’s report card. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents and caregivers are reminded that the Australian Curriculum encourages the development of critical and 
creative thinking. A ‘C’ indicates that a child successfully uses the knowledge acquired in routine and familiar 
situations. Children who consistently use this acquired knowledge and then apply it to unfamiliar situations 
using analytical and critical thinking strategies may receive A and B grades.  

 

The comments for English and Mathematics are generic for the relative A-D overall mark. This means that 
children receiving this grade in either English and/or Mathematics are successful in the components of the 
curriculum identified in the comment or are struggling with certain aspects of the curriculum. Parents are 
encouraged to read these comments carefully to get a clear picture of where their child is successfully managing 
the curriculum or where their child is struggling. 
 

Athletics Carnival 
Our Athletics Carnival will take place on the last day of term, Thursday 27 June 2019. We encourage every 
student to take part in the carnival and join in the fun of the day.  
 

Quote of the Week: 
A diamond is merely a lump of coal that did well under pressure. 

 Unknown 
Best wishes for a great week. 

 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
Brett.Pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 
  

DEFINITION  YEAR Prep to Year 10 

The student is able to independently apply the targeted 
knowledge, understanding and skills in both routine, familiar 
situations and in situations that require critical and creative 
thinking, inquiry and insight.  

A 

The student is able to independently apply the targeted 
knowledge, understanding and skills in routine, familiar 
situations and is able to partially apply this targeted 
knowledge, understanding and skills in in situations that 
require critical and creative thinking, inquiry and insight.  

B 

The student is able to independently apply the targeted 
knowledge, understanding and skills in routine, familiar 
situations.  

C 

The student is able to partially apply the targeted knowledge, 
understanding and skills in routine, familiar situations.  

D 

The student has not yet acquired the targeted knowledge, 
understanding and skills and is unable to apply this in 
routine, familiar situations.  

E 

mailto:Brett.Pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Community News 
Our community were saddened this morning to hear  news that Mr 
Pollard’s mother, Hazel passed away late yesterday afternoon in 
South Africa.  Despite the geographical distance between Brett and 
his mum for the past two decades, the two had a very close 
relationship.  Brett, his wife Ruth and their children Wesley, Rainer 
and Jordan are feeling the loss deeply.  Brett will be away from school 
for a few days while his family celebrate and commemorate Hazel. 
 

We ask that you keep Brett and his extended family in your thoughts 
and prayers during this sad time. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon 
her. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

Interhouse Athletics Carnival 
Next week we finish the semester with our Interhouse Athletics 
Carnival at the AFL Oval.  With pre-carnival events, spirit days and the 
representative carnivals already completed, athletics is definitely on 
everyone’s minds! Next Thursday every student will have the 
opportunity and be encouraged to run, jump and throw in a 
combination of age championship and novelty events. 

 

In addition to the information that was sent out at the end of last week (and included in this newsletter), please note the 
following: 

 

Drop off Students are to be dropped at the AFL Oval at 8.10am. Buses have been notified for drop off and pick up 
here. 

Uniform House shirt with sport uniform and hat. 
Canteen Will be in operation throughout the day. 
Volunteers Will be needed – please email Dave Capra at david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au . 

Older siblings / SMPS graduates back from boarding school are invited to assist.  In the event that they 
do volunteer, they will be rostered onto a job and will need to be accountable throughout the day to be 
in the right place, at the right time! 

 

P-2 Can be collected from the AFL Oval at 12.45pm.  If they are not being collected, please advise class 
teachers and they will be bussed back to school.  School busses will collect from school at 3.00pm as per 
normal schedule. 

Pre-events There are a number of pre-events, please check the overview to ensure that your child/ren do not miss 
out. 

Set-up Any secondary students or parents who are able to assist with set up at 7.00am or pack up at 2.45pm, 
please come along and you will be put to good use! 

 

Representative Sport 
The last couple of weeks has been both a busy and successful time for St Mary’s students as they progress along their 
representative pathway.  Last week, Poppy Gibbons (Year 5) was selected into the U12 Mac Zone Girls Rugby League Team 
and Riley Hegarty, George Baker and Toby Gall all made the Under 12 Darling Downs Rugby League Team. 

 

St Mary’s were also really well represented at the Darling Downs Track and Field Trials yesterday in Toowoomba.  Amongst 
many great Personal Bests (PBs) and great individual efforts; Wilbur Wood won the U10 High Jump (1.36m), 200m and 
placed 2nd in the Long Jump, Riley Hegarty won the U11 High Jump (1.39m), Billy Spicer placed second in U10 Shot Put 
and 3rd in the 200m, Lachlan Henderson placed 2nd in the U9 Long Jump, Harry Dowling 6th in the U10 800m, Georgia 
Henderson 5th in the 100m and Darcy McGregor 4th in the U11 Long Jump.  

 

Congratulations to all of our athletes and best of luck to Billy, Wilbur and Riley who will progress to the State 
Championships to represent Darling Downs. 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Thurs 27th June School Athletics Carnival 

Fri 28th June PUPIL FREE DAY 

Mon 15th July  First Day of Term 3 

Tues 16th July SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Thurs 1st Aug Friendship Day & Book 
Week Parade 

Fri 19th July NAIDOC WEEK Liturgy – 4R 

Fri 2nd Aug BISHOP’S INSERVICE DAY 
(Pupil Free Day) 

Fri 16th Aug Assumption of Mary 
Liturgy – 5L 

Fri 30th Aug Fathers Day Liturgy – 1WL 

Sun 1st–Mon 2nd 

Aug 
DD Cricket 

Fri 20th Sept PUPIL FREE DAY 
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Secondary School – Big Day Out – Friday 19 July 
During this term, our secondary school students have been working towards increasing their Grade Point Average (GPA) 
or achieving a personalised learning goal.  Each student has a very specific target that they are working towards and 
have been focusing on the three high yield strategies of: 

 

1. Seek clarification and use feedback effectively 

2. Be organised and efficient 

3. Review work at the end of each day (The Rule of 5) 
 

With assessment coming in thick and fast at the moment, I am looking forward to collating results and hopefully, being 
able to invite every single secondary school student to attend the Big Day Out in Toowoomba to celebrate their academic 
achievements.  I will notify students and parents by the end of this term who is eligible to attend.   

 

My congratulations to all of our students, both junior and secondary school, for the hard work, enthusiasm, resilience and 
wonder with which they have approached their school work this semester.  I hope that report cards are a chance to 
celebrate the progress and achievement of our young people and perhaps provide direction for some goal setting and at 
home work to support what is happening in the classroom. 
See you at athletics next Thursday!  Go QLD this Sunday! 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lost Property 
The lost property cupboard is sorted daily with named items returned to students. Any unnamed items are 
available for collection everyday until Wednesday 26th June. On this day all unclaimed and unnamed items will 
be taken to the St Mary’s Op Shop. 
 

School Photos 
School photos will be taken on Tuesday 16th July (second day back in Term 3). Please read the information on 
the individualised photo forms that were sent home last 
week for order details. 
 

Andrew Chinn 
Andrew Chinn is a well known religious musician and is 
coming to visit our school on Tuesday 25 June. He will be 
running a number of workshops with our primary classes 
and our choir which will culminate in a whole school 
concert at the conclusion of the day. 

 

All parents and friends are welcome to attend one/some 
of these workshops or concert, which will be held in the 
Church. Andrew is very entertaining to watch and the 
students thoroughly enjoy when he visits. The times of 
the workshops are below: 

 

9.00am - Prep – Year 2  
9.55am - Years 3 & 4 
11.20am - Years 5 & 6 
12.10pm - Choir Workshop 
1.40pm - Whole School Concert 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE APRE 
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Catholic Education Week 
Week 3 of Term 3, Catholic schools across Queensland celebrate Catholic Education Week. It is an opportunity 
to celebrate the gift that Catholic schools are to the wider community. This year‘s theme is: ‘Many Voices. One 
Spirit’. There are a number of events that will be taking place during that week to celebrate what it means to 
be part of this great network of great people. Activities for the week will include; Friendship Day (see below), 
visits to Kaloma, morning tea prepared and organised for the Op Shop Volunteers and invited members of our 
Parish Community. More information about Catholic Education Week will follow in our next newsletter.  
 

FRIENDSHIP DAY 
Friendship Day forms a part of the school’s Catholic Education Week celebrations. This year Friendship Day will 
be held on Thursday 1 August. Students select an activity of their choice and are broken up into small groups. 
The sessions range from nature walks, cooking classes, art activities, fishing, outdoor games and sports and 
more. I am seeking any volunteers to help students in their chosen activity. I’m happy to coordinate the 
activities resources, but would love as many parents, parishioners and members of the community to be 
involved as possible. I would also love some Dads to help with fishing groups, woodwork and any other activity 
that would appeal to our boys. Please email me if you can help with any part of our day. 

 

Friendship Day is a wonderful opportunity for all members of our school, Parish and community to come 
together and celebrate the wonderful things happening not only in our school, but within the realms of Catholic 
Education! Please note that Friday the 2 August, is the final day of Catholic Education Week and a Pupil Free 
Day for our students. This Pupil Free Day is set aside for Bishops In-service Day, where staff from our Diocese 
gather and listen to the Bishop, the Executive Director of Toowoomba Catholic Schools and guest speakers, 
celebrate the wonderful things happening in our Diocese and participate in Mass together.  

 

Blessings for a wonderful week ahead. 

 

Karra Suhr 
APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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Holiday Borrowing next Tuesday 

All student loans are due back to the library this Friday please. If a student has a book they 

would like to keep reading, please keep it at home as per usual and bring in for holiday 

borrowing next Tuesday.  Grades 2+ participate in holiday borrowing should the student wish 

to do so but they must have all items returned or have with them any books to extend as per 

above suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Week 3 of Term 3, we will celebrate Book Week (this is earlier than usual as we combine with 

Friendship Day/Catholic Education week) The theme is ‘Reading is my Secret Power’ 

Suggestions for dressing up include how reading makes you feel (eg coming as a smiley face) coming 

as dressed as what you would like to be in the future as reading is your secret power to help[ you get 

there!  As always we look forward to a fun and engaging day on Thursday 1st August. 

 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please e-mail the library staff at: 

 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 
  

LIBRARY CORNER 
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University of New South Wales ICAS Exams  
Registrations now open!  
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht - CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
Year 2 – Year 10 students 
Digital Technologies – Science – Writing – Spelling – English - Mathematics 
 

 

ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are 

based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level 

of learning. 

The series of assessments provide another option for parents to assess academic success of their child in comparison to 

students across Australia.  The exams are undertaken at school under exam conditions with a cost of $15 per exam, 

payable to the school office. 

Digital 
Technologies 

Science Writing * Spelling English Mathematics 

3rd September 
2019 

5th September  
2019 

10th September 
2019 

12th September 
2019 

17th September 
2019 

19th September 
2019 

*Not available Year 2 

Please contact Anna Jones for further clarification.  Registrations close 27th June 2019.  

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au  

 

OHSC 
Due to clashes of community events it has been decided to cancel the Moonlight Carnival for 2019. 
 
Starry Starry night will be held on 2 November 2019. Please save the date and further information will be 
supplied in Term 3. 
 

Chantal Corish 
P&F President 
chantal@corishfarms.com.au 

P & F NEWS 
Please see attached information for the upcoming Term Two Vacation Care Program. 

OHSC 
  

E & E 
 

P & F NEWS 
 

OHSC 
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NOTICES 
 


