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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
 

Mary Help of Christians, patroness of Australia  

Almighty God, deepen in our hearts  

our love of Mary Help of Christians.  

Through her prayers and under her protection,  

may the light of Christ shine over our land. 

May Australia be granted harmony, justice and peace. 

Grant wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens. 

Bless especially the men and women  

of the Australian Defence Force and their families. 

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Mary Help of Christians, pray for us. 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Welcome to Week 5 of the term. The number of students attending school has been at over 65% in the last two 
weeks. We are delighted to announce that all our students are expected back next Monday, 25 May 2020. 
Please note that in line with governmental requirements, there will be no assemblies, sporting events or other 
large gatherings for the remainder of Term 2.  
 

I wish to congratulate and thank our staff for the outstanding effort that they have made to ensure that 
valuable learning has taken place during the closure of the school. Their workload has doubled since the start 
of this pandemic and they have been working long hours to ensure that their lessons are interesting and 
pertinent to Australian Curriculum expectations. Please encourage your children to thank the staff for their hard 
work as this will mean a great deal to them. 
 

Secondary School Demountables 
The long-awaited Secondary School demountables will be erected on site next Tuesday, 26 May 2020. There 
will be a partial road closure in the morning before school and possibly during the afternoon student collection 
time.  

 

Once the demountables have been fully restored on site, we expect a handover during the final week of Term 
2. Our secondary students will then be relocated to their new campus for most of their curriculum offerings.  
 

The tenders for the refurbishment of the Mercy building have been advertised and it is expected that work will 
begin on the refurbishment in Term 3. There will be a new configuration of the upstairs area of the building 
with a complete new fit out of all rooms including air-conditioning. 
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During the latter part of Term 4, the Aquinas building will be demolished and replaced with gardens and playing 
space until funding becomes available for a new “Bethany Style” building to take its place.  
 

 
 

Assessment and Reporting– Semester 1 
A modified school report for Semester 1 will be sent home to parents on Friday, 24 July 2020. This will be 
followed by parent-teacher interviews during the following week (27/07 – 30/07). The timing of this report is 
to allow the teachers time to assess and consolidate their professional judgement on each child’s progress and 
attainment during this very disrupted academic school year.  
 

Enrolling for Prep 2021 
We are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence Prep next year. Children born 
between 1 July 2015 and 30 June 2016 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children 
already at the school not to delay, as enrolment numbers are especially healthy (we are close to our target 
numbers for 2 classes already). At this point in time, we will need to “cap” the number of students in Prep in 
2021, as we do not have the space to accommodate a third Prep class in 2021.  
  

Quote of the Week 
 

“The family must always be a place where, when something good happens to one of its members, 

they know that others will be there to celebrate it with them." 
Amoris Laetitia 

 

 
Best wishes for a great week. 
 
Brett Pollard 
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With the announcement by the Queensland Premier that all students are to return to school next week we are 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of Monday 25 May.  
 
Focus on Learning / Student Support  
With the transition back to school-based learning for our students, we encourage the students to remain 
focused on their learning as they adapt to being back at school. For those who are finding the transition difficult 
or overwhelming, whether parent or student, please do not hesitate to reach out to either your child’s 
classroom teacher in the first instance, then the Middle Leader for that particular year level or administration. 
Middle Leaders for curriculum are listed below: 
 P-1 – Mrs Emma Petrie   
2-6 – Mrs Kristina Griffiths   
Secondary: Humanities and Arts – Ms Christine Border  
Secondary: Science, Mathematics and Technologies – Mr Bevin Goodes   
Secondary: HPE – Mrs Emma Farrow    
   
Important Information for Return to School  
In preparation for the return to school, the following processes are in place for the health and well-being of all 
members of our community:  

• Physical distancing measures for adults remain in place. This includes asking parents to drop off 
their students and avoid congregating on school grounds or in the carparks. 

• Students should bring their own water bottle and avoid sharing water or food items. 
• Students should continue to regularly and thoroughly wash their hands, particularly prior to consuming 

food. All classrooms have hand sanitiser stations. 
• The Tuckshop remains open and, to assist with minimising risk, students are asked to order items online 

via the Flexischools app or website before 9am.   
• Regular cleaning of bathrooms, classrooms and communal spaces will continue to occur. 
• Classes will continue to follow the regular timetable with time allowed to follow the cleanliness routines 

at the end of each day such as desk wipe overs and hand sanitisation.   
• School events such as Assemblies and Whole School Masses will be cancelled until further notice to 

comply with the current health guidelines around the gathering of large groups. 
• School Bus Services will continue to run as normal.  
• OSHC will continue to run as normal.   
• Any student who is unwell should stay at home. If a student presents as unwell, they will be sent to 

the Office and the parents called to collect their child.  
• We ask that parents please refrain from attending the classroom of their child. If you need to see your 

child’s teacher, pick up/drop off your child please seek assistance from the office.   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our school community for your support and kindness during this 
difficult time. It has been wonderful to welcome our Prep’s and Year 1’s back last week and we are super excited 
to see the rest of the school next week.   
 
Winter Uniform 
Reminder that our winter uniform is to be worn from Week 6, which begins this Monday, 25 May. 
  
Have a wonderful week, 
  
Mrs Emma Farrow   
  

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Laudato Si’ Week 2020 marks the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical on care for our common home. 

The theme for the week is “everything is connected”.  

Outdoor Activities we could do as part of the Laudato Si’ week and any other week too! 

Create a nature mandala: 

A mandala is a design, drawing or painting held within a circle. They are very popular today especially in 

colouring books. You can make one in your own backyard, on a family walk or you could draw one in chalk on 

the footpath. Traditionally a mandala begins in the centre of the circle and is designed outwards like the spokes 

on a wheel. 

As a family create a nature mandala from sticks, leaves, rocks, bark etc that you gather on a walk. It’s a good 

idea to set out with the idea in mind to collect certain items. 

For example collect:  

• 5 sticks 

• 4 green leaves 

• 3 brown leaves 

• 2 rocks 

• 1 colourful item. 

It could be used as a creative activity or you could use it as a prayer experience.  

Nature Naughts and Crosses      

In the dirt or sand draw up a naughts and crosses grid. Collect 4 stones each (2 different types or colours would 

work well) and play as you normally would on paper. 

Alternatives:  

• If playing on grass set sticks as the grid. 

• Use recyclable materials to create the counters and/or grid. 

• Paint rocks to use as your counters. 

 

Mrs Ina Winter 

  

FROM THE APRE 
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Back to ‘normal’! 

 

Thank you to all students who have returned the large number of books that 

were loaned out over the Easter break/learn from home period. We will be back 

to usual borrowing days as of next week. Please see the attached FAQ’s for 

information. 

 

To thank students for being responsible for so many books (and to encourage others 

to return items) we have begun to have a lucky draw of book prizes. There are some 

great books up for grabs so please be sure to return all overdue books as soon as 

possible 
 

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, 

please e-mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 
 

“Flow”  

(being in the zone OR a heightened state of consciousness) 

Flow is being completely involved in an activity for its own sake. The ego falls away. Time flies. Every 

action, movement, and thought follows inevitably from the previous one, like playing jazz. 

~ Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi 
 

Have you ever been so engrossed in what you are doing, time loses its typical dimension? 
 

“Flow” is achieved when a person uses all their consciousness to become fully engaged with an 

activity, and time becomes meaningless. The focus and concentration become so intense that you 

may even lose an awareness of yourself. 
 

To achieve “Flow” both the challenge and the skills needed must be at high levels, stretching us 

almost to the limit. When we encounter a challenge that is testing for our skills and is just about 

possible, we experience “Flow”.  
 

The graph has the challenge continuum on the vertical axis and the skill continuum on the 

horizontal axis.  

• When challenge and skill levels are high, we are in a state of “Flow”.  

• When challenge and skill levels are low, we are in a state of apathy.  
 

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
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mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

We perform/learn most optimally when we are in a state of “Flow”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Informative link 

These links provide more information: 

http://positivepsychology.org.uk/living-in-flow/   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wjSHn2UHHM  
 

Say what? Practising Effective Questioning 

There are many ways to ask a question and some ways are better than others. Thinking about 
the types of questions that could be asked or even preparing questions will often lead to 
rewarding and enlightening discussions with our children! It is important to think of thoughtful 
questions that encourage children to think critically about what they are learning, and the world 
around them.  

Suggestions for Effective Questioning 

1. Ask children to seek out the evidence: 

o What kind of evidence did you find? 

o What makes you think that...? 

2. Ask children to explain: 

o How would you explain this? 

o What were some of the causes that led to...? 

3. Ask questions that relate concepts, ideas, and opinions: 

o How does that compare to...? 

o What did other people discover or say about ...? 

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT  
 

http://positivepsychology.org.uk/living-in-flow/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wjSHn2UHHM
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4. Ask questions that encourage your children to predict: 

o What will you do next? 

o What will happen if you...? 

o What could you do to prevent that? 

5. Ask children questions that encourage them to describe: 

o What did you do? 

o What happened? 

o What did you observe happening? 

Learning is an active process. Families can encourage children to think on their own and 

construct their own explanations. This will allow them to maximise their learning potential. 

 

 

 

 

Hello Parents & Friends, 

Just a quick note to keep you updated and connected. 

The P&F Committee held a general meeting via Zoom on the 28th April. Due to the current social distancing 

rules, we felt it wasn’t the time to be meeting face-to-face at that time. This worked very well and was well 

supported as you’ll see below.   

  

P & F NOTICE 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT 
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We expressed just how thrilled we were with the leadership of Brett & the dedication of his staff to facilitate 

online learning in conjunction with having some students in class. The teachers have gone above and beyond 

to help their students stay connected and on track with their learning. Feedback from parents has been very 

positive on the communication and information at hand to keep students motivated & parents sane.  In saying 

that, we are very pleased to see so many children back in the classroom! 

To say thank you & as a welcome back to a crazy Term 2, we organized flowers for the office & staff room which 

was appreciated greatly. 

Regretfully, as a committee, we have had to make the decision now to cancel the Moonlight Carnival in October.  

This is our major fundraiser and is also a lovely community event. However, we believe that this will just add 

financial stress and strain to families that are already dealing with uncertain times.  We will however hopefully 

hold something smaller for our families to get together if restrictions allow. 

Please feel free to email me with any concerns and I encourage you to attend at least one P&F meeting. We 

value your input and it helps us to be a better committee. 

Kind Regards, 

Yolande Woods 

President 
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