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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

 

Dear Families 

Welcome to Family Week. During Family Week, the children receive no homework so that they can enjoy quality 
time with their parents and siblings.  

 

I would like to heartily congratulate Wilbur Wood, Riley Hegarty, Darcy McGregor and Billy Spicer who attended 
the Primary State Athletics Championships last week. This is an incredible effort and honour for all concerned. 
I am delighted to announce that Wilbur Wood was selected for the Queensland Team and will be representing 
the state in Darwin, later in the term. Congratulations Wilbur.  

 

Get Set for Prep  
Our first Get Set for Prep children started their journey at the school yesterday. This program has been set up 
for next year’s prep students who are completing activities and skills that will enable them to enter prep 
seamlessly next year. Mrs Anna Woods will be teaching this group with Mrs Kerri Nosworthy assisting her as 
Teacher Aide.   
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Building Progress 

Our new secondary building is taking shape across the road. 
The electrical, plumbing and air conditioning are in place and 
the building is being wrapped and sheeted this week. We are 
still expecting a handover date around the middle of October 
and will host an end of year BBQ for our current Year 6 students 
at the end of November.  
 

We are still awaiting the outcome of our BGA application which 
will only be announced in November. 
 

School Enrolment for 2020 

We are in the process of interviewing new students for next year and request any families who may be leaving 

at the end of the year, to please let the school know if your child will not be attending St Mary’s next year. This 

information will be kept confidential. We are in the process of organising our classes and teaching staff for 

2020 and need to know how many vacancies there are for new students. 

 

School Fees 

A kind reminder that if any families are experiencing difficulty with school fee payments, to please contact me 

for a confidential chat to work out a payment arrangement or concession. The school has concessions available 

and if in need, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

 
 

Quote of the Week 

 “Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.”  

     Oscar Wilde  

 
 
God Bless. 
 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
Brett.Pollard@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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Queensland Catholic Schools and College Music Festival (QCMF) 

Over the weekend I was lucky enough to accompany Mr Sam Jessen 

and Mrs Benita Klowss and our Secondary School Ensemble to 

Brisbane to participate in the Queensland Catholic Schools and 

College Music Festival (QCMF) at Villanova College. I have been 

involved in this event on and off for the past 25 years with a number 

of schools and I can say with absolute conviction that it was the most 

unusual and best experience I have had yet. And yes, you guessed it I am going to 

tell you why! 

Most of our band were billeted with another school. The families who opened their 

homes to our students showed amazing hospitality, generosity and willingness to 

provide a wonderful ‘city experience’ for our students. Independently of each 

other, every family spoke to Sam, Benita or I and thanked us for the opportunity 

to have such well-mannered, amicable and appreciative young people stay with 

them. We were obviously hugely grateful that the billeting families made it 

possible for us to go to the festival – we never thought that we would be thanked 

in return! Each of our students were invited back next year and it was with much 

emotion that billets and billeting parted ways on Monday morning. 

After a weekend of seeing the sights of Brisbane as a group, with families and staff 

and watching a huge variety of amazing bands, choirs, ensembles, troupes and 

orchestras, our band was set to perform as the very last act on Sunday evening at 

the festival. With much excitement and no small amount of nerves, the band 

warmed up in their ‘green room’ and were ‘chomping at the bit’ to get on stage 

and put all the hard work into fruition and receive their adjudication. While they 

were warming up a young lady from a Rockhampton school 

suffered a fall on the stage that we were due to perform on. As 

a result of her existing complex health conditions, the situation 

was very difficult for paramedics and event organisers to 

manage. After 90 minutes the festival organisers made the very 

sensible and appropriate decision that this particular stage 

would not go ahead and our students would be unable to play. 

We found out later, that in a gesture of solidarity, Stuartholme 

School offered our band their place to play as they were ahead 

of us in the schedule. Whilst this was unable to eventuate it was 

greatly appreciated and an indication of the strength of the 

community of schools involved in the festival. 

The festival organisers and adjudicators John Hoffman and John 

Morrison visited our band to deliver the news that they would be 

unable to perform. Our band was devastated but thanked the 

organisers for the opportunity to attend the festival and to 

participate until that point. The level of maturity and resilience 

shown by our students was amazing. The billet families ensured 

that our students had a great evening and enjoyed the final night 

of the tour even though they couldn’t play. Late on Sunday 

evening I received phone calls from the Principal and Head of 

Music from our billet school to tell me that they had organised 

an assembly for Monday morning, had their production team 

lined up to set up lighting and sound and that we would be 

performing at 8.35am! 

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Fri 30th Aug Fathers Day Liturgy – 1WL 

Sat 7th- Fri 13th 

Sept 
Year 6 Canberra Trip 

Fri 20th Sept PUPIL FREE DAY 
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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In front of 500 boys, 50 staff and a heap of billet families and 

friends, our band performed the best we have ever seen and 

heard. The performance was followed by a breakfast and then a 

workshop with the schools rock band tutor. 

I have never been more proud to be a teacher than I was during 

that performance. As teachers, Benita, Sam and I were humbled 

to be represented by such a wonderful group of students and we 

were moved by their joy, resilience, appreciation and energy. In 

addition to the photos in LINKS today, footage and photos from 

their performance will be on Facebook later this week.   

The Secondary School Band will be performing on Friday 23 

August at approximately 11.10am in the Centenary Centre and all 

members of our community with be welcome to come along to share 

in the celebrating this wonderful group of students and their 

achievements.   

If you get the chance to congratulate Hamish Hobday, Blayze 

Wooderson, Nick Gee, Nick Stuart, Molly Smith, Caitlin Fisher, Henry 

Cilento, Tex Petrie, Dusty Stevenson and Llewellyn Van Wyngaard, 

please do.  They deserve it! 

Thanks to Mr Jessen and Mrs Klowss for making this possible and to 

the students for allowing us to journey with them over a magical 

weekend. As Marylyn Manson once said, “Music is the strongest form 

of magic”!   

Our thanks to Mr Michael Senior (Principal) and Mr Jonathon Bolt 

(Head of Music) from Ambrose Treacy College, for making an amazing 

experience for our students, extra-ordinary. 

 

Prayers Support 
This week we would ask that you keep Abby Pimm (1WL) and her 
family in your thoughts and prayers.  Abby has been very unwell and 
has spent the last 10 days in the Queensland Children’s Hospital in 
Brisbane whilst doctors sought to find a diagnosis and treatment plan.  
Abby is on the improve and we are looking forward to welcoming her 
back to school soon. 

 

Please also keep Caitlin from The Cathedral College in Rockhampton in 
your thoughts and prayers.  She was the young lady who was injured 
prior to our band performing in Brisbane.  Caitlin has brittle bone 
syndrome and has broken several bones.  On Tuesday morning we 
were told that she would hopefully go into surgery on Wednesday, 
however her recovery will be slow and painful.  We have extended our 
communities support to Caitlin and her family. 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
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CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation practice is Thursday 22nd August at 5.00pm. During this time we will distribute jobs and readings 

and decide on our Confirmation celebration. 

 

The second practice is Wednesday 28th August at 5.00pm. During this time we will practice the confirmation 

ceremony.  

 

Please bring your completed confirmation activity books to the second practice date.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful week. 

 

Karra Suhr 

APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Library Monitors 
This week we welcome several Year 5 students into the role of Library Monitors. The students 
will help with shelving, taking care of the iPads, assisting younger students at break times with 

computer tasks and teaching board games etc. We are looking forward to having our 
enthusiastic helpers with us each day. 

 

Library Bags 
Today we handed out 20 library bags to students. It defies the logic of a librarian to let students 
walk out without books due to not having a bag (or for consistently not returning books). I am 
sure you can appreciate though that this is not feasible to do each borrowing day. Please check 
with your child if they have a bag for borrowing which occurs each even week of the term for 
Year 2-5 and we would appreciate the return of all the 
library bags sent home today before the end of the week.  
Thank you! 
 

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be 
accepted.  Please order online using ‘The Loop’ platform. 

Information can be found on the order forms.  

Thank you for your support of Book Club.  All purchases 
contribute to reward points for our school library. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or 
damaged books, please e-mail the library staff at: 

 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Have a great week! 

FROM THE APRE 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

MONDAY 02 SEPTEMBER 3:00PM 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
mailto:Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au
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St Mary’s Enrichment Clubs 
Term 3 
12:45pm – 1:30pm 
 

 

Our St Mary’s Micro:Bit team are well underway on their creative coding tasks. I want to recognize the wonderful 
comradery in this group of individuals, where freedom of choice and a willingness to persist in the face of failure 
has given way to an incredible display of shared success. 
 

While the group are working in a strong, independent fashion, I wish to extend and offer for other students to 
join the program. Students may arrive at second break for a ‘taste tester tutorial’ to sample the program before 
possibly committing to the team.   
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Primary School ~ Year 1 to Year 6 ~ 12:45pm – 1:25pm ~ Extension and Enrichment Room 

 

Secondary School ~ Year 7 to Year 10 ~ 1:30pm – 2:00pm ~ Secondary Study Hall 

 

 

 

Chess Club 
Our chess club continues to thrive with students visiting the Extension and Enrichment room each 
Friday 12:45pm – 1:30pm. All students are welcome to participate. 
 
  

ENRICHMENT AND ENHANCMENT 
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Only on a glorious occasion such as National Science Week may 
we demand answers to questions which are usually difficult to 
quantify.   
 

Fear not St Mary’s community, for this Friday we will be able to 
provide answers to questions which has plagued the St Mary’s 
Staffroom for many years. 

 

1a) If Mr Goodes fell from a great height, who is going to catch 
him? 

 

1b) How many people do we need to catch Mr Goodes so he 
survives?   

 

1c) Who has filled out the risk assessment for this activity? 
 

All students will be dazzled at first break Friday 10:45am for the performance of a life time. The performance 
will be held on the grass on the upper oval.  It is not an occasion to be missed. 
 

Primary and Secondary students may take part in Science activities during second break in Centenary Centre 
Friday from 12:45pm. 
 

Anna Jones 
E&E Coordinator 
Anna.jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
 
 
 

Starry, Starry Night Talent Show 
A special P&F meeting will be held on Monday 26 August at the School Library at 3:15pm to organise Starry, Starry Night. 
All welcome. 
 

P&F President’s Mothers Meet & Greet 
The P&F President’s Mothers Meet & Greet is to be held Friday 23rd August 2019, 12-2pm. Please pop it in your diaries 
and tell other mothers as we’d love to have as many mums as possible come together for a catch up and get-to-know-you 
opportunity. See flyer attached. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
St Mary’s OSHC have been getting to know each other through 
interviews. This was a fun way to build on friendships and 
confidence. 
 

For bookings or enquires please call, email or drop in and say 
hello at our room in the Parish Centre. 
 

Tanya Hohn 

Coordinator 

 M  0448 292 227 
E  co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

W   

A Brisbane Street Goondiwindi QLD 4390 

 

OHSC NEWS 
 

P&F News 
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NOTICES 
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JUMP FORCE INTERNATIONAL - Booking Inquiry Form 
 

THURSDAY 3RD & FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER 
 

 

Full Name * _________________________________________ 

 

Age * _________ 

 

Parent/Guardian ____________________________________ 

 

Phone Number * ____________________________________ 

 

E-mail * ___________________________________________ 

 

Cash * 

 $11 per class 

Child Sessions * 

 Thursday (9am-10am) 

 Thursday (10:30am-11:30am) 

 Thursday (12:30pm-1:30om) 

 Friday (10:30-11:30am) 

 Friday (1:00pm-2:00pm) 
 

 

Adult Sessions * 

 Thursday (4:00-5:00pm) 

 Thursday (5:30pm-6:30pm) 

 Friday (9:00am-10:00am) 
 


