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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Welcome to the start of a rather different term. I have reviewed the work that the staff have uploaded onto the 
SharePoint platform and have been delighted with the quality of the learning they have provided. Thank you to 
the Teachers, Middle Leaders and School Officers for their Herculean efforts.  
 

We expect there to be some minor glitches this week, as this is really the first time many of the systems at the 
school are being used to their full capacity. If your child is experiencing any difficulties logging on or does not 
understand the concepts being covered, please contact your child’s teacher by email or for connectivity, the 
office.  
 

A reminder to parents that all work that is placed on the SharePoint platform, is the intellectual property of 
the school and may not be uploaded on social media in any form. This includes the use of staff videos 
explaining or teaching concepts. 
 

Staffing Update 
We welcome Mr Anthony Bowe to Year 4P to replace Mrs Picton. Mr Bowe brings a wealth of experience to 
this position having much experience as a Year 4-6 teacher over the past 20 years.  
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Reminder: Updating of Student Information  
Please be mindful of informing the school of any diagnosis or change in medical condition for your child so 
that a school plan and records are current and accurate. This is especially important for those students with 
Asthma, Anaphylaxis, Diabetes and other medical conditions. 
 

Enrolling for Prep 2021 
We are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence Prep next year. Children born 
between 1 July 2015 and 30 June 2016 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children 
already at the school not to delay, as enrolment numbers are especially healthy. We will have to “cap” the 
number of students in Prep, as we do not have the space to hold a third Prep class in 2021.   
 

Quote of the Week: 
 

“It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.” 
E. E. Cummings 

 

Best wishes for a great week. 
 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
 
 

 
 
 

I hope Easter has found you enjoying the opportunity for family time. As I write this newsletter article, we are 

nearing half-way through day three of learning from home. I am sure there have been some trials and 

tribulation, but I am confident that between you, your child and their class teacher we can overcome any 

obstacle.  

As with anything new we understand that there will be a transition period and I hope that by being patient and 

flexible we can achieve the best outcome for everyone. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parties 

involved in the learning – from home process teachers, parents/guardians and students.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge those parents who are needing us to continue to care 

for their children here at school. There has been much emphasis put on ‘what is being done for those students 

who are working from home’ please let me assure you, your children who are attending school, are also be 

catered for. Yes, it is strange. Their teachers are not the same every day and yes, they just want all their friends 

to come back, because in the words of my preppy ‘I miss them sooo much’. We will get through this and we will 

be a stronger community when this is over. We look forward to seeing all students when the Queensland 

Government say it is safe to do so and the many stories of ‘learning from home’ we are sure to hear.    

I would like to thank our school community for their gracious gifts this week and their well wishes to the 

staff/school as we embark on our new adventure of learning in two different places. Your flowers and gifts 

have been received with open arms and feelings of gratitude. We are humble by your words and thank you for 

your support.  I hope to see you and your children back very soon.  

Kind regards  

Emma Farrow  

  

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Welcome to Term 2! I hope you and your family had a blessed Easter break. During the past week, 

we celebrated Christ’s resurrection, and this reminds us that, although we sometimes face darkness 

in our lives, light at the end of the tunnel and opportunities to start a fresh will follow. This is the 

message we take with us as we begin a new term. 

Congratulations 
 

We would like to congratulate Karra and Jeff Suhr on the birth of their baby boy, Louis William - 

born on the 8th of April. This will go down in history as a most special Easter for the Suhr family and 

we are delighted for them! Congratulations! 
 

ANZAC Day 
 

This year Anzac Day will be commemorated in a very unusual way due to the Covid 19 restrictions, 

however; there are still many ways in which we can remember our heroes from the past.  
 

An idea for students: (From the Matewai Irongate School) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZAC Lanterns 
 

Use empty milk bottles to make lanterns that can be placed on our driveways at dawn. 
 

You will need: 

Empty milk bottles 

Scissors 

Tea light candles (The battery-operated ones are safe to be lit by little hands!) 

Textas or paint. 
 

Step 1: 

Cut the empty milk bottle in half. 
 

Step 2: 

Decorate with ANZAC symbols. 

Place the tea light candle inside. 

Display at the bottom of your driveway at dawn on Saturday 25th April. 
 

A thought for the week: 
 

“I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life; 

And then God gave me life that I might enjoy all things!” 
 

  

FROM THE APRE 
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Working from Home 
 

Tips from the experts on how to successfully work from home: 
 

The distractions of home, along with the isolation that often comes with remote working, can 

cause you to lose focus (flow) and to damage your productivity. 

Here are five key ways to stop that happening: 
 

1. Create a Workspace That Works! 
 

Taylor says that you should ensure that your office space emulates that of a true work 

environment. Creating an effective workspace is essential if you want to stay on track and 

get things done. Necessities recommended include ergonomics (making sure you are 

working comfortably) and having all work-related items in the one room/location. 

Working undistracted while others are at home is very important. So, be sure to have a 

place to go where you can get the peace and quiet needed. Another recommendation 

is having your desk positioned so that you face a wall or a window. Try not to make it near 

a bed or a TV, Spence adds.  

If you are comfortable in your work location, you will be less likely to find excuses to get up 

and go somewhere else. Make it a place where you'll enjoy spending time, however, you 

also need to be clear that it's a place of work. A few "office touches” will encourage you 

to be transported into work mode and therefore be more productive – but you can still 

personalize your workspace, with fun posters, family photos, etc. 

Lisa Kararek suggests you designate a specific place for a home office and store all work-

related files, reference materials and supplies there.  
 

Make sure that you adopt ‘work routines’, even though you are not going to work. Things 

to think about are: 

• Mealtimes and portion sizes 

• What you wear 

• When you get up for a break 

 

2. Get organized.  
 

The next essential element of focused home 

working is getting organized. 

• Your Desk 

Is it big enough and is it suitable for 

the work you do? Keeping your 

workspace tidy will increase 

productivity in the long run. Spend a 

few minutes at the end of each 

session or day sorting things out and tidying up as much as possible (paperwork, 

rubbish, etc.) 

• Equipment needed  

Make sure that you have everything you need within easy reach for the session 

ahead.  

  

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
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• Plan your day and set goals 

Keep yourself motivated by developing S.M.A.R.T goals (accountability) and organizing 

appropriate rewards. The Eisenhower Matrix can help prioritize which goals should be 

prioritized over others. Mastering the management of your time can be done with a 

calendar, routines and the pomodoro technique. Break your day up into half hour slots 

and make sure every minute is “productive” (scheduling down 

time, a nap or television can be productive in the long run).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Time Management 
 

Effective time management is essential if you want to continue hitting your deadlines 

when you're working from home. Organize and prioritize key tasks with a To-Do List which 

should be driven by the Eisenhower Matrix. This will help you to avoid procrastinating, or 

losing focus by "switch-tasking," and add an extra layer of structure to your day. 

It's also a good idea to have a list of "in between tasks”. These are relatively minor jobs 

that should take 10 minutes or less to complete, and which you can fit into your day when 

a gap opens up.  
 

Routine  

Set office hours. Make sure to create a time slot for each of the day’s activities. This helps 

with communicating to others when your worktime and playtime is. Let everyone who 

might interrupt you know when you need to be left alone so that you can have a good 

chunk of time to work uninterrupted. 
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‘Schedule when you will be available and when you check emails. You might find yourself 

constantly checking e-mail because you’re worried about being out of the loop—but 

while it’s important to stay connected, spending too much time on e-mail might distract 

you from more important tasks’, Kanarek 

says. 

 

Time Blocking 

What will help you with your daily 

organization is to split your day into half 

hour slots so that all time is accounted for 

(even rest and recuperation activities). 

 

4. Communication 
 

You’ll need to have excellent 

communication skills because you will be 

doing you work remotely. Often you 

won’t have the visual and verbal cues 

that normally help guide a conversation. 

You will need to make sure that you are 

able to covey what you mean clearly and concisely. 
 

You'll want to avoid distractions, but neither should you 

"disappear." Find appropriate times to "check in" with 

your teachers. 
 

You will have to become computer savvy since the 

majority of your work will be done on your computer. 

You should know everything from learning how to keep 

your computer running smoothly. 
 

5.  Balance Work and Life 
 

If you still find yourself losing focus when you're working from home, check that you're 

not trying too hard! It can be difficult to resist the urge to overcompensate for not being 

in the office, by working longer than you normally would, or by missing out on breaks. 

But it's essential that you continue to maintain a healthy work-life balance, and the 

following six tips should help: 
 

1) Create physical boundaries. If possible, set up a workspace that's separate from your 

home space. This should make it easier to shut out the everyday distractions of home 

life, and to cut off from work at the end of each day. 
 

2) When you're working, act like it! You might find it helps to have particular clothes for 

working at home. Dressing for work can set the right mental tone for the day. Also, avoid 

going into certain areas of the house, so that you know when you're in "work mode," 

and when you're not. 
 

3) Have "no-go" zones for technology. Laptops and cellphones can be useful for staying 

in touch with co-workers, but they can also leave us feeling as though we're "always 

on." This can lead to stress and burnout. So, try to set up "no-go" zones when work 

devices are banned, such as mealtimes and the two hours before bed every night, to 

avoid sleep disruption. 
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4) Set break reminders. When making your schedule, you might want to consider working 

in smaller spurts, and allowing yourself time to get up from the computer to stretch. 

Regular short breaks can help to keep you energized and focused. Try setting a 

countdown timer while you do an hour of work. When the alarm goes off, reward 

yourself with a five or ten minute break – to get some fresh air. It's vital that you get out 

of your chair during the day. When you take breaks, you'll be more productive,” 

Kanarek adds. 
 

5) Commute to your home office! Consider taking a short walk before starting your working 

day. Even a 10-minute stroll could energize you and help to create a break between 

home tasks and work tasks. 
 

Maintaining balance is one of the most difficult aspects of working at home, because 

the work is always right there staring you in the face, Hanna says. “To keep you on track 

(and not working too much or too little), organization will be key. Get organized by 

creating filing systems, schedules and to-do lists.” 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT 
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EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT  
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Library borrowing – Weeks 1 to 5 
 

 

Like everything else at this time, we have had to make some changes in the library. 

 

All students, both at school and at home, please return books to the trolley in the 

library or office by Tuesday afternoons. Please take them out of library bags and 

take bags away with you as we are not to handle these. 

 

Those at school will borrow Wednesday or Thursday afternoons (only from a 

selection of books that have been wiped with disinfectant and 2 books maximum 

as this will be weekly). 

 

Home students please follow instructions that are attached in LINKS and were 

sent home via e-mail for using AccessIt to make a book list for picking up from 

the office on Fridays (or in the case of the show weekend next Thursday or the 

following Tuesday). 

 

Please DO NOT send library bags to the library, they must stay in children’s 

school bags. 

 
 

Thank you for your help to keep our children reading, as always, if you have any questions or concerns, 

please e-mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for BOOKCLUB ORDERING 

https://issuu.com/scholastic_australia/docs/aus_issue_3?fr=sMTQ2ZTExOTgzNjE


 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
 


