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EVERY CHILD MATTERS 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Welcome to Week 7 of Term 3. The next few weeks are prime learning time for the children with few 

distractions to take them away from their work.  
 

We wish a Happy Father’s Day on Sunday 5 September to all the dads and grandads who are a part of 

our parish and school community.  
 

Year 6 Camp Currimundi:  
The Year 6 cohort returned yesterday from a highly enjoyable and successful trip to Currimundi. The 

students were a credit to the school and the Goondiwindi community, with instructors making 

statements like “these children are amazing and where do you find such engaged and well-mannered 

students with such a positive outlook?” One instructor stated that she had been at the camp since 

January and had not come across such a wonderful group in that time or at her previous camp. 
 

Congratulations to our wonderful teachers Mrs Bev Richards and Mrs Pip Prosser (and all their previous 
teachers who have taught them at the school.) The teachers and Mr Shaw must be thanked for working 
over the weekend at camp. 
 

Open Classroom:   
We will be holding an “Open Classroom” from 4pm – 6pm on Wednesday, 8 September 2021 for 

parents (and grandparents) to view their child/children’s work. Students are welcome to guide their 

parents around their classrooms on the day.  
 

School Enrolment for 2022 
We are in the process of interviewing new students for next year and request any families who may be 

leaving at the end of the year, to please let the school know if your child will not be attending St Mary’s 

next year. This information will be kept confidential. We are in the early process of organising our 

classes and teaching staff for 2022 and need to know how many vacancies there are for new students.  

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
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Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Rachael Reeves 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Caitlin Morris 
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Date Claimers:  
 

• Friday 3 September – Pupil Free CTJ Day (Consistent Teacher Judgement)  

• Wednesday 8 & 15 September - Prep Orientation Days – (9am-12pm)  

• Friday 17 September - Official Opening of the Refurbished Mercy Building:  By the Most 
Reverend Bishop McGuckin and Dr Pat Coughlan –10:30 am in the Centenary Centre  

• Friday 22 October - P -2 Swimming Carnival  

• Saturday 30 October - Moonlight Carnival  
 
 

Quote of the Week: 

A father is someone you look up to, 

No matter how tall you grow.               
 

 

God Bless. 

 

 

Brett Pollard  

 

 
Hello St Mary’s Community, 

I must admit I am a little tired today, like many of our Year 6 students along with Mrs Richards, 
Mrs Prosser and Mr Pollard, since we returned yesterday from the Year 6 camp at the Sunshine 
Coast Recreation Centre, Currimundi. 

It was a privilege for me to have been able to attend the camp and it was a great way for me 
to get to know some of our students a little better. I was able to participate in some of the 
activities which took me out of my comfort zone.  

However, the highlight for me was being able to witness the way in which our students constantly 
encouraged and built each other up. Some students were hesitant to participate in some of the 
more daunting activities, but their classmates were so encouraging and positive, which was a joy to 
see. In most cases the hesitant students were talked into having a go by their peers; afterwards 
they admitted that they were glad they had tried it and it was obvious by their huge smiles that 
they had gained a real sense of achievement. I don’t think I heard a negative word being spoken 
to one another throughout the entire camp. 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
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The way in which the students conducted themselves was truly a wonderful example of the spirit 
of St Mary’s. 

I wish to thank the Year 6 students and staff for letting me attend the camp with them and look forward 
to many other similar opportunities. 

Blessings, 

John Shaw  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION: SATURDAY 28 AUGUST AT 6PM IN THE CHURCH 

A large group of more than 30 students will be attending the confirmation evening, led by Bishop Robert 

McGuckin, on Saturday 28 August.  We thank Mrs Suhr for organising the event.  

Confirmation practice is Friday 27 August at 5.30pm. During this time, we will practice the confirmation 

ceremony procedure. 

Please bring your completed confirmation activity books to the practice.  

 

TRANSITION FROM WINTER TO SUMMER UNIFORM: 

Students will be transitioning from winter to summer uniform in Week 8 and 9 starting on Monday 30 August. 

From Monday 13 September, Week 10, all students will wear summer uniform.  

  

FROM THE APRE  
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE REFURBISHED MERCY BUILDING: 

On Friday, 17 September 2021, St Mary’s will be hosting the official opening of the Mercy building. The 

ceremony will commence at 10:30 am in the Centenary Centre. Bishop Robert McGuckin will be presiding and 

Dr. Pat Coughlan, Director of the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office, will be attending.  

Our school choirs will be performing, and morning tea will be served after the ceremony. All parents are 

welcome to attend. 

All students are required to wear their formal summer uniform for the opening of the building ceremony. 

FATHER’S DAY SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Secondary School 
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,  

first class education to prepare our students for their future. 

Respectful Relationships 
“Be modest 

Be respectful of others. 

Try to understand” 
~ Lakhdar Brahimi 

As Christians we belief in the innate goodness and dignity of every individual. We are all formed in the 
image and likeness of God. As such, every individual whatever their age, gender, religion, ethnicity, or 
socio-economic status is worthy of respect. This belief should be reflected in our respectful relationships 
and the way we conduct ourselves, knowing that every choice has consequences.  

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY 
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When any action takes place that impacts more than one person, both must agree (CONSENT). Healthy 
relationships are when no one person imposes an action on another person, violating the individuals’ 
freedoms and rights. This can be seen as disrespectful at best, and abusive at worst. 

There are varying degrees of imposition. Some impositions you can live with, others are more offensive, 
and action needs to be taken. Repeated infringements may cause irritation and offence. If somebody 
acts disrespectfully you may or may not want to repair the relationship.  

An apology can look like this: 

1) Say, “I’m sorry”. 
2) Say, “It was my fault”. 
3) Ask, “How can I make it right?” 

 
Maintaining any relationship is hard work, but handling a disrespectful relationship can be upsetting, 
lonely and even dangerous. Therefore, it is important to be able to recognize when you are in either a 
respectful or disrespectful relationship. Consider your options and remember you can always find 
someone to support you, no matter what side of the line you are on. 

This is a video that has more information. https://youtu.be/n3aHhNKIcKU  

Upcoming Important Dates/Events/Notices 

 

Date Event Notes 

28 Aug Mitre 10 Sausage Sizzle  

27Aug Book Week Parade  

Week 9 Whole School Testing  

03 Sep Pupil Free Day CTJ Day 

05 Sep Father’s Day  

08 Sep Parent Teacher Interviews  

15 Sep Year 5/6 Information Night  

16 Sep Movie night  

17 Sep Opening of Mercy Building 

Last day of Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A big thank you to Mrs Jamieson for assisting Mrs Parr in the Library during Book 

Week! Hopefully Mrs Petrie will be back at school soon. 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

https://youtu.be/n3aHhNKIcKU
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
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PARADE DETAILS: 

 Friday the 27th of August in the Centenary 

Centre at 9am. 

For details on the Book of the Year Awards 

visit:  

https://cbca.org.au/ 

 

 

For some more ideas for last minute costumes related to the short-listed books for 2021 please see some 

ideas courtesy of the Ipswich District Teacher Librarian Association. 

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail 

the Library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cbca.org.au/
mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Book Club 

BOOK CLUB ISSUE 6 is DUE  

Wednesday 1 September 

Brochures will be sent home NEXT week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted.  Please order online using ‘the 

loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of 

Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library. 

  

This issue features: 

Wednesday 1 

September 
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NEW ICAS TESTING DATES 
Science – Thursday 26 August, 1:30pm in the Conference Room 

Mathematics – Now Tuesday 31 August, 1:30pm in the Conference Room 

English – Now Tuesday 5 October, 1:30pm in the Conference Room 

Writing – Now Wednesday 6 October, 1:30pm in the Conference Room 

Louise Cowley  louise.cowley@twb.catholic.edu.au  

 
Lunchtime Netball 

The Year 5 and 6 students are in full swing of their lunch time netball competition. 

Games remaining are as follows: 

Thursday 26 August – 6 v 2 and 11 v 15 

Tuesday 31 August – 3 v 6 and 11 v 14 

Thursday 2 September – 12 v 15 and 13 v 16 

Tuesday 7 September – Year 5 winners v Year 6 winners 

Thursday 9 September – Winning team to verse staff! 

Woolworths Cricket Blast School Cup 

Just a reminder if you are wanting to sign up for the T20 Cricket Day, to be held at Riddles 
Oval on Wednesday 6 October, you have until next Friday, 3 September to sign up.  Sign up is 
outside the Library. This event is open to boys and girls in Years 5 and 6 who are interested in 
cricket.  

Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
The Student Council have a new project.  We want to make ‘Cuddle Hearts’ for The Mater Mothers 

Hospital.  The simple act of holding your baby whenever you want is something mums in Mater 

Mothers' Neonatal Critical Care Unit (NCCU) can’t always do. Soft fabric ‘Cuddle Hearts’, linking 

mum and baby, fill a gap when the two can’t be together. 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT 
 

STUDENT COUNCIL 
 

mailto:louise.cowley@twb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://matermothers.org.au/hospitals/services/neonatal-critical-care-unit
http://matermothers.org.au/hospitals/services/neonatal-critical-care-unit
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We are asking for donations of fabric.  We are looking for soft cotton or flannelette material 

(nothing fluffy or synthetic).  Please drop material into the school office and the Student Council will 

collect and start cutting the templates.   

 

If you are an avid sewer and would like to help, please email Mrs White – 

tenille.white@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

Alex Kelly 

Student Council Representative   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

mailto:tenille.white@twb.catholic.edu.au
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