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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

EVERY CHILD MATTERS

Dear Parents and Caregivers
The school has had a busy start to the term. The photo day went smoothly, and the ANZAC Liturgy last
Friday was beautifully presented by Year 6R. Mr John Toohey was our special guest and presented an
excellent speech on the importance of remembering those who paid the ultimate sacrifice for our
country.
Thank you to all parents and students who joined the ANZAC Day march on Sunday. We had a large
contingent of students march and attend the ceremony.
The Goondiwindi Show starts later this week, and the school has a presentation stand that students
and parents may wish to view.
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Guidance Counsellor
Mr David Seng has been appointed as St Mary’s School Guidance Counsellor from 11 May 2021. He will
be working at St Mary’s for three days per week (Monday – Wednesday) and at St Patrick’s School in
St George on Thursdays and Fridays.
Mr Seng will be moving to Goondiwindi with his wife in the next few weeks and we look forward to his
wealth of experience as a Guidance Counsellor, to assist with our students who may be in need of his
services.

Principals’ Forum
I will be attending the Principals Forum in Stanthorpe next week, and during my absence, Mr John Shaw
will be acting in my place. These forums are designed by the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office to
keep principals abreast with the latest educational updates and for principals to liaise with each other
on best practice in our schools.

Reminder: Updating of Student Information
Please be mindful of informing the school of any diagnosis or change in medical condition for your child
so that a school plan and records are current and accurate. This is especially important for those
students with Asthma, Anaphylaxis, Diabetes, and other medical conditions.

Mercy Hall Port Hooks
These hooks have arrived and have been attached to the walls outside the classrooms. They are a
welcome addition for the students to allow all school bags to be suspended above the ground. Thank
you to Mr David Bell who completed the job for the school.

ENROLLING FOR PREP 2022 – Please enrol now!
As a part of our forward planning, we are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to
commence Prep next year. Children born between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017 are eligible for
enrolment. I particularly urge parents with children already at the school not to delay, as we are
currently fielding a great deal of interest for places in this cohort. Interviews will be held in August this
year.
I have had several enquiries about early entry into Prep for 2022. This is only for children who are born
in July 2017. There are strict rules and protocols set by the State Government that we need to follow
before we can accept early entry into prep.
Please note that we will only accept early entry students if they meet all requirements of the
regulations and if there is a place available in Prep for that year. This whole process is rigorously
followed, as we need to set students up for successful school careers.

Date Claimers
Year 9/10 Camp
Year 6 Camp Currimundi
Moonlight Carnival

Tuesday 8 June - Friday 11 June (Revised Dates)
Friday 20 August – Tuesday 24 August
Saturday 30 October

Quote of the Week:
“Do not give your past the power to define your future”
God bless.
Brett Pollard
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

NAPLAN update
In another two weeks, during Week 4 and 5, St Mary’s students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be participating in
NAPLAN testing, with schools right across Australia. All tests this year will be online (using a computer), with
the exception of the Year 3 Writing test.
Following is a summary of the test arrangements.
Year 3: (all tests will take place during the morning)
Tuesday 11 May – Writing test – This is a paper-based test. (40 minutes)
Thursday 13 May – Reading test – Online. (45 minutes)
Monday 17 May – Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) – Online. (45 minutes)
Wednesday 19 May – Numeracy – Online. (45 minutes)
Year 5: (all tests will take place during the morning)
Tuesday 11 May – Writing test – Online. (42 minutes)
Thursday 13 May – Reading test – Online. (50 minutes)
Monday 17 May – Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) – Online. (45 minutes)
Wednesday 19 May – Numeracy – Online. (50 minutes)

Year 7: (all tests will take place during the morning)
Wednesday 12 May – Writing test – Online. (42 minutes)
Friday 14 May – Reading test – Online. (65 minutes)
Tuesday 18 May – Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) – Online. (45 minutes)
Wednesday 19 May – Numeracy – Online. (65 minutes)

Year 9: (all tests will take place during the morning)
Wednesday 12 May – Writing test – Online. (42 minutes)
Friday 14 May – Reading test – Online. (65 minutes)
Tuesday 18 May – Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar, punctuation) – Online. (45 minutes)
Wednesday 19 May – Numeracy – Online. (65 minutes)
Online NAPLAN testing has the advantage of being adaptive. In other words, the questions are automatically
tailored to a student’s ability level, something that the paper-based testing could not achieve.
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If you have not already had a chance to look at the public demonstration site, please do so using this link:
www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.
For further information, please also refer to the attached document “NAPLAN Online – information for
parents and carers”.

Thank you,
John Shaw

FROM THE APRE

It is hard to believe that we are already in the second week of the second term of 2021!
2021 Easter Play
On Thursday 1 April, our Year 4LA group presented the Whole School Easter Play. Congratulations to the
students who have rehearsed and presented an excellent rendering of this important event on our calendar.
We thank Mrs Aylwin and Mrs Leven for their hard work.
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ANZAC Day Liturgy
On Friday 23 April, the Year 6R group presented
the ANZAC liturgy for 2021. We were blessed to
have Mr John Toohey as our guest speaker on this
occasion. Thank you to Mrs Richards and her
students for their contribution in making this a
memorable event.

ANZAC March
Thank you to all students who attended the march on Sunday.
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Meals on Wheels
After a very interrupted year with Covid 19, our students will again be taking part
in the Meals on Wheels project as from this term. Our first round will be on
Wednesday morning, 28 April. Two Year 6 students will accompany us this week.

A thought for the day:

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION - SECONDARY

St Mary’s Secondary School
The primary focus of our faith-based school is to provide an inclusive,
first class education to prepare our students for their future.

Welcome to Term 2. This term is going be a busy, exciting, and rewarding one. The best way to
take full advantage of the time and opportunities available to us is to get organized.
Focus for Weeks 1 and 2

Organisation
“For every minute spent organizing, an hour is earned.”
– Anonymous
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Homework (Learning) Area
We can increase our engagement by setting up and using a designated homework (learning) area.
When you sit down in this area regularly, your brain will go into “work mode” and you will work more
productively.
The following should be considered when creating a learning area:
• Low light (bright lighting stresses your eyes)
• Comfortable seating and well ventilated
• Quiet, and away from distractions
• Neat, tidy and well resourced (all the things you are going to need, have
them close to hand)
• Colourful posters of your goals a little higher than eye level
While learning in your learning area:
• Wear clothes conducive to working (again, to help get you into work mode)
• Sip water
• Move your arms and legs periodically to maintain blood flow
• Don’t listen to any music that has a heavy beat
What not to do:
• Do not study in bed (your brain relates bed to sleep and not learning). It will also disturb your
sleep patterns
• Do not use your learning study area for anything other than working

Upcoming Important Dates/Events/Notices
Date
29 April
30 April
03 May
10 May
11 May
23 May

Event
Immunisations

24 May

Science and
Engineering
Challenge
St Mary’s Open Day

28 May
31 May –
04 June
31 May –
04 June
08 June –
11 June
21 June
25 June

Public Holidays
Winter uniform
Naplan begins
Tie Ceremony

Notes
More information to follow
Goondiwindi Show Holiday
Labour Day Holiday
Winter uniform will be worn from this date
More information to follow
Mass – Year 7 Tie Ceremony and Staff
Blessing 5.30pm
More information to follow

Year 7 Camp

School Open Day – 9am Assembly in
Centenary Centre
More information to follow

Year 8 Camp

More information to follow

Year 9/10 Camp

More information to follow

Rewards Trip
Athletics Carnival

More information to follow
More information to follow
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The Secondary School in Pictures
•

Running club (a memorable one)
Special thanks to Mrs Jess McGregor for the awesome breakfasts!

•

Newly laid handball/basketball extension (additions still to come)
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LIBRARY CORNER

Term Two in the Library
Term Two is promising to be full of fabulous books! There are so many beautiful books
waiting for cataloguing and covering and we can’t wait to get them into the hands of our
readers! Perfect reading weather is on the way and with winter sport starting soon, car
trips will be on the cards and reading is a great way to pass the time!
We have fun events such as Library and Information Week (May 17 to 23) with the big
event National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) on Wednesday 19 May. Readers Cup (more
information in the next LINKS) in June will finish off the term in style!

Catch your little people reading!
The library are looking to ‘catch students reading’ and would love parents to send in a
photo of their child/ren in action reading. Please e-mail them to the address below or to
Mrs Petrie. This will be part of our Library and Information Week fun.

Weeks 1 to 4
Library borrowing times may differ in these weeks due to the public holidays and
NAPLAN online. Please keep an eye out for e-mails from Mrs Petrie with any changes.
Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail
the library staff at:

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Book Club
BOOK CLUB is DUE Friday 7 May
Issue 3 is now out!
This issue features:

Friday 7th May

Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted. Please order online using ‘the
loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of
Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library.

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au

WELLBEING

Positive Education for Years 1 - 6 will be delivered as a special half day in Term 2. Across the term, each grade will have
a half day allocated to learn about growth mindsets, boost relationships with classmates, identify their strengths and
learn tips and tricks to boost their moods and help find calm and resilience. These experiences will align with the Health
and Religious Education Curricula.
All school camps this term will have Positive Education themes embedded within them.
Later in the term, an Information Night will be held to provide further information for parents and guardians around
Positive Education and to detail what our Pos Ed half days look like. Stay tuned for a date.
For further information at any time, please email Mrs Bernadette Makim - bernadette.makim@twb.catholic.edu.au.

SPORTS NEWS
Queensland AFL Championships
Congratulations to Henry O’Toole who has made the 12 years Darling Downs AFL team. Henry is now off to
Cairns for his efforts to compete at the State Championships in June. A huge effort considering some of these
boys are a year older.
Darling Downs Basketball
Congratulations Dooley Gore, Gus Walker, Ethan Mudimu, TJ Galvin and Wil Coggan who represented the Mac
Zone at the recent basketball trials. We heard you all played very well.
Mac Zone Netball, Soccer and Rugby League
These trials were held on Friday 26 March at Riddles Oval. All students
represented their school beautifully.
Congratulations to the
following boys– Lachlan Henderson, Ryan Mendes, Wil Coggan, TJ Galvin,
Jarin Charles and Toby Bulmer on making the Mac Zone boys soccer
team and to Isobella Toop and Bree Bauer on making the Mac Zone girls
soccer team. We wish you all the best with your upcoming trials.

These boys trialled for the Mac Zone Rugby League
team. Congratulations to Hugo Vukovich and Tommy
McDonald for making the 11 years Mac Zone Rugby
League team.
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These girls trialled for the Mac Zone netball
team. Congratulations to Elle Baker, Tayla Burrow, Ava
Corish, Elka Gall, Riley Spicer, Chloe Warburton, Chloe
Webster and Elkie Wood on making the
11 years team, and to Katie Carrigan, Bridie Heeson and
Grace Leadbetter on making the 12 years team.

Mac Zone Cricket
Mac Zone Cricket was postponed last term, due to rain… they will now be held in Term 2, date to be advised.
School Cross Country Results
Girls
1st
2nd
15 years Jasmine Marchant
Layla Allen
14 Years Maddison Marchant Leah Gee, Annabell Troughton, Milly Keeping
13 Years
Dani Walters
Ellie Pender
12 Years Edie Loughman
Johanna McKay
11 Years
Bree Bauer
Tess Maher
10 Years
Elkie Wood
Isabella Dowling
9 Years
Molly Giltrow
Ally Groat
8 Years Penelope Quinlan
Abigail Collins
Year 2 Emma McDougall
Tara Sim
Year 1
Paisley Wren
Molly Gleeson
Prep
Claire Sim
Josie Jackson
Boys
1st
15 years Monte Andrews
14 Years
Jack Coggan
13 Years Henry Gladman
12 Years Harrison Dowling
11 Years
Rory Murray
10 Years Thomas McDonald
9 Years
James Woods
8 Years
Jonathan Webb
Year 2
Charlie North
Year 1
Jack Woods
Prep Thomas Leadbetter

2nd
Cooper Jeans-Kliendienst
N/A
Will McGregor
Wilbur Wood
Ned Behrend
Ned Fritz
Fergus Murray
Angus O'Toole
Oliver Rocks
Rupert O'Toole
James Griffin-Hunt

3rd
Sahej Sandhu
Eve Stiles
Georgia Henderson, Shelby Orchard, Abigail Smith-Power
Ava Campbell
Ava Corish
Riley Spicer
Annabel McDonald
Lydia Parrish
Elsie Henry
Elsie McDonald
Willow White
3rd
Blayze Wooderson
N/A
N/A
Charlie Woods
Wil Coggan
Henry O'Toole
William McNulty
Hugo Heath
Hudson Derbidge
Oliver Rae
William Gleeson

Mac Zone Tennis
Mac Zone Tennis Trials are on Friday 7 May. If your child is selected, notes will be coming home shortly. (St
Mary’s can only send 4 males and 4 females to this so I will be checking with Neil White).
Kathy.Spicer@twb.catholic.edu.au
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STUDENT SERVICES

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT

Lunchtime Activities
Tuesday First Break Play – Tai Chi in the Courtyard behind the Library
Tuesday Second Break – Secondary Tai Chi
Wednesday Second Break Play – Science in the E&E Room

Maths Olympiad Team

Thursday Second Break Play –
in the E&E Room (Emidey
Wren, Alice Pink, Jarin Charles, Patricia Murphy, Xanthe McKay, Lachlan Hendersen, Hugh Crothers, Gurshaan
Singh, Tom Masel, Elsie Pritchard, Wilbur Wood, Toby Tait, Ryan Mendes, Josie Thompson, Emily Chandler,
Jackson Kliendienst, Riley Gore).
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FROM THE STUDENT COUNCIL
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NOTICES
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French Classes in St George. Learn easy way and in short time.
Call Salvador Fernandes 0428304318 or email: salvador.f@rediffmail.com.
Bienvenue !
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