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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

This week I am away at the TCSO Principal’s meetings being held in Dalby. During my absence, Mr Dave Capra 
will be Acting-Principal.  

 

Our Open Day last Friday was a resounding success. The day was well attended and feedback from parents has 
been overwhelmingly positive. Thank you to our wonderful staff who were all an integral part of the 
organisation for the day, our school choir and band which performed so well and Jodie Jeans in the Tuckshop 
who provided delectable delights for the morning tea. Overall it was a great morning which will be repeated in 
May next year.  

 

Enrolling for Prep 2020 
The demand for places for next year is high and many of these families are coming to us on the recommendation 
of our current or past parents. I sincerely thank those of you who take the time to recognise the good work that 
is part of your experience at St Mary’s. 

 

We are currently accepting enrolment applications for students to commence Prep next year. Children born 
between 1 July 2014 and 30 June 2015 are eligible for enrolment. I particularly urge current parents not to 
delay, as enrolment numbers are already healthy and we will have to “cap” the number of students in Prep as 
we do not have the space to hold a third prep class in 2020.   

 

School Improvement Survey 
This year our school will be participating in a School Review and Improvement Survey managed by Research 
Australia Development and Innovation Institute (RADII). As well as school staff and students (from Years 5-9), 
all parents are invited to participate in the survey. The survey will provide valuable feedback for the future 
direction of our school. 
 

It would be appreciated if parents would update their contact details prior to the 24 June 2019 as this will ensure 
delivery to the correct parent email address. 
 

On Monday 29 July 2019, RADII will send all parents a personalised invitation to complete the survey online. If 
both parents’ email addresses are on file at the school, the invitation will be sent to both parents. However, the 
survey will close once the first person has completed it. If you do not wish to complete the survey simply delete 
it. 
 

The survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete. You can complete the survey from anywhere 
you have access to the internet. The survey will close on Sunday 11 August 2019 for parents. 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 2 Week 6 

Wednesday 29 May 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 
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We encourage you to be very honest in your responses to the surveys. All responses go directly to RADII so they 
are confidential and anonymous. When the surveys are completed and responses aggregated by RADII, overall 
data is sent to us so that we can then share the findings with you. 
 

Quote of the Week 
When life knocks you down, roll over and look at the stars. 

Best wishes for a great week. 

 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 

 

Being Aware of the Learning Needs of Others 
This week we are focusing on being aware of the learning needs 
of others.   The ‘classroom’ is a dynamic environment, charged 
with positive energy, idealism, humour and individualism.  As 
teachers we would hope that we walk away from every single 
lesson knowing that it was amazing, engaging, brilliant and a life 
changing experience for all involved. For a number of reasons 
this often isn’t the reality and we (students and teachers) are all 
a part of the success of what happens in the classroom and can 
positively or negatively influence the outcomes of any given 
lesson in a number of ways.  In particular, being aware of the 
differences and the unique learning needs of others is really 
important for the success of a classroom environment.  We are 
encouraging students this week to think outside of themselves and consider how other people learn and how 
they can actively contribute to (or take away from) the quality of another students learning experiences. 
 

Being the welcoming, caring and supportive environment that we are, I am confident that that this is a challenge 
that our students will rise to meet! 

 

Under 8’s Day 
This week we celebrate all that is great about being young, 
creative, carefree, energetic and full of wonder with our youngest 
students in the school.  The day will begin with an assembly at 
9.15am for students in P-2 and our friends from visiting schools.  
From here students will have the chance to participate in a 
number of great activities.  We do need the support of our 
parents to assist with walking small groups around – your 
classroom teachers would love to hear from you if you can assist. 

 

The Tuckshop will be operating for Under 8’s day and the menu 
can be found opposite including ‘Coffee on the Move’. 
 

Please note that there is no school assembly this Friday due to 
Under 8’s Day celebrations. 

 

Athletics Update 
Last Friday our primary school athletics squad travelled to 
Toowoomba to participate in the Catholic Schools Athletics 
Carnival.  In what was a very busy day, our athletes stood out both 
in terms of performance and the way in which they conducted 
themselves.  We had a number of other school’s comment on our 
students throughout the day which was very pleasing to hear.  
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Thurs 30th May  Mac Zone Track & Field 
Athletics Inglewood 

Fri 31st May Under 8’s Day 

Fri 7th June World Environment Day 
Liturgy – 3W 

Tues 18th June Darling Downs Track & 
Field 

Wed 19th June APSMO Games 

Thurs 27th June School Athletics Carnival 

Friday 28th June PUPIL FREE DAY 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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This Wednesday the squad will travel to Inglewood with Mrs Spicer and Mrs Richards to participate in the Mac 
Zone Track and Field trials. We wish our athletes the very best of luck for this event. 
 

Broncos Cup – Netball 
On Wednesday we will be sending two netball teams to play in the first round of the Broncos Cup Netball 
Competition in Warwick.  We wish them all safe travels and a great day of games. 

 

Cambooya Horse Sports 
On Friday 14 June we will be sending a number of students to Cambooya Horse Sports event which is the 
opening event for the Cambooya Campdraft weekend.  Letters and forms were sent home with students this 
week. If your child did not receive one and would like to attend, they can collect one from the school office. 

 

Volleyball vs Inglewood 
The return clash of the St Mary’s Secondary School vs Inglewood SHS will be played in Inglewood next 
Wednesday 5 June. This will be the curtain raiser for State of Origin Game 1 and any St Mary’s fans who want 
to pop out to Inglewood to hopefully see our team make the Series 1, all will be very welcome! Students will 
leave school at 1.45pm and will return at 6.00pm. 

 

Friday Fun Run 
Over the past few weeks we have been training our cross country squad members. Attendance has been 
excellent and the runners have enjoyed breakfast afterwards which has been generously supplied by the Wood 
family. 

 

Given the popularity of this, we would like to open this up to any students (and parents) who wish to attend.  
We run for about 30 minutes (minimum 4km) each session. This activity is suitable for students who are 
currently comfortable running 2 kilometres or further. However, if there are students who would like to start 
running, so long as they are accompanied by a parent (to assist with supervision) they are very welcome to 
attend.  We will trial having different age groups for a while and see how it works!  

 

Ideally, having students running in ability groups, with adults who are happy to run at the same pace, allows for 
safe, inclusive and enjoyable running.  Details are as follows: 

 

 Day  Every Friday commencing 31 May 
 Time  7.10am – meet in Undercover Area 
 Wear  Running clothes and change into uniforms afterwards 
 Breakfast Toast, cereal and fruit in the Home Ec Room afterwards 

Weather We run in the rain (hopefully), hail (maybe not), shine (always) or cold (unfortunately). 
Students Year 2 to 10 (beginner runners to be accompanied by a parent) 
Contact Dave Capra david.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Week 6! This week has been extremely 
busy in relation to the religious life of the school. 

 

On Monday evening we had 20 students (not all from 
St Mary’s) make their Reconciliation. Reconciliation is 
the sacrament following Baptism which focuses on 
truth, justice and forgiveness. These are lovely 
messages to instill in any child. We congratulate the 
following students for continuing their faith journey 
and preparing and completing their sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Congratulations to Chloe Warburton, 
Scarlett Reardon, Stella Reardon, Katie Carrigan, 
Olivia Derbidge, Thomas Pender, Toby Tait, Elsie 
Pritchard, Lucy Pritchard, Isobella Toop, Alice Pink, Rosie Bulmer, Josie Thompson, Jarin Charles, Xanthe McKay, 
Josie Brennan, Eamonn Brennan, Patricia Valmonte, Joshua Valmonte and Isabella Smith.  

FROM THE APRE 
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These students are now working, along with others to complete the Sacrament of Confirmation. We wish them 
well in their preparations.  

 

Yesterday, Julie Inskip 
and her team came to 
deliver the messages of 
St Vincent de Paul in 
two student workshops 
(Mini Vinnies). One 
workshop was 
designed for the Year 6 
students and the other 
for our secondary 
students. These workshops were meaningful, fun and engaging 
for all students. Students learnt about what it means to live a 
privileged life and understanding society and the problems faced by many. 
Students also made an action on how they can be the change in our world. Each 
student made a pledge on what they can do to make someone else’s life better. 
The students also engaged in a number of team building games which they 
thoroughly enjoyed. We hope to continue working with the Julie and Mini 
Vinnies team into the future.  

 

On Friday, our Year 6 students will be attending a Mass Celebration for Josie 
Vetter, our oldest St Mary’s living student who turns 100! We can’t wait to 
share in this special occasion. Next week, I will share some pictures of the 
celebration and the special gift we have organised for her.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful week,  
 
Karra Suhr 
APRE 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library Corner 

THANK YOU 

Our only Book Fair of the year raised $1200 to be spent on resources 

for our school to access through the library. This is fabulous and will 

provide many hands-on learning tools such as class sets of learning 

clocks along with reading materials for the teaching of reading and for 

the pleasure of reading. Again, thanks so much! 

LIBRARY CORNER 
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A big thank you to Marn and Rowan Wood for the donation of a book for a deserved recipient 

of our school. This is a lovely gesture and made the day of a wonderful young man in our 

school community.  

Issue 4 of Book Club is currently available. Having just had a Book Fair, we won’t be sending 

home paper copies of the catalogue but if you wish to order from the digital copy attached to 

LINKS please do so through the normal LOOP ordering system by Friday June 7th. You can also 

find the catalogue here: http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/pdfs/catalogues/bc419.pdf 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please e-mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Australian Problem Solving Maths Olympiad  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
University of New South Wales ICAS Exams  
Registrations now open!  
https://bit.ly/2Wo3yht - CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
Year 2 – Year 10 students 
Digital Technologies – Science – Writing – Spelling – English - Mathematics 
 

ICAS Assessments are online assessments, designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are 

based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and thorough level 

of learning. 

The series of assessments provide another option for parents to assess academic success of their child in comparison to 

students across Australia.  The exams are undertaken at school under exam conditions with a cost of $15 per exam, 

payable to the school office. 

  

APSMO Exam 2 
Tuesday   18th June, 2019 

9:00am Year 3, 4, 5 Maths Games – Primary 

11:30am Year 4, 5, 6 Maths Olympiad – Primary 

12:30pm Year 7 Maths Olympiad – Secondary  

2:00pm Year 8 Maths Olympiad - Secondary 

E & E 
 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/pdfs/catalogues/bc419.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/assets/pdfs/catalogues/bc419.pdf
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https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=zT3TiVYi&id=79A4A2DFB7F594107217141F3B086A9B6067119B&thid=OIP.zT3TiVYigkVOGitbzLEkNgHaDR&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fapsmo.edu.au%2fimages%2ftop-box-logo-mo.png&exph=93&expw=210&q=APSMO+Maths+olympiad&simid=608039957734490444&selectedIndex=8
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Digital 
Technologies 

Science Writing * Spelling English Mathematics 

3rd September 
2019 

5th September  
2019 

10th September 
2019 

12th September 
2019 

17th September 
2019 

19th September 
2019 

*Not available Year 2 

Please contact Anna Jones for further clarification.  Registrations close 27th June 2019.  

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Opti-MINDS 
Registrations now open! 
https://bit.ly/2vBxon7 - CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
Year 4 – Year 10 
 

Opti-MINDS is a creative problem solving event where students are required to solve demanding, open-ended challenges 

from one of the following categories: Language Literature, Science Engineering and Social Sciences. 

THE CHALLENGE… 

▪ Teams of 4 – 7 students work together on a Language Literature, Science Engineering or Social Sciences Long 

Term Challenge for up to six weeks.   

▪ Students present the product of their ideas – their Challenge solution – to a panel of judges and an audience on 

Challenge Day. They have 10 minutes in which to present and must do so in a 3 x 3 metre performance area. 

▪ The teams must also participate in an unseen Spontaneous Challenge on Opti-MINDS Day. This Challenge 

requires rapid interchange of ideas, the ability to think effectively, creatively, and well-developed group 

cooperation skills. 

▪ Parents will be required to transport their child to and from the event at UQ Gatton on Sunday 25th August 

2019. 

▪ Students will be required to use their own time before school, after school and weekends to coordinate their 

ideas with their group. 

Please contact Anna Jones for further information. Registrations close 14th June 2019. 

Anna.Jones@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Enrichment Clubs @ E&E Room – TERM 2 
12:45 – 1:30pm 
 

Micro:Bit Scratch – Code Club Chess 
Monday & Tuesday Thursday Friday 

 

 

TIMESTABLE CLUB THURSDAY! 
 
8:00am – 8:30am – Library 
Year 2 – Year 4 
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OHSC 
 

 

 

This week St Mary’s OSHC are engaging in National Reconciliation Week. Through various activities we are 
learning about shared histories and cultures. This allows children to notice and react in positive ways to 
similarities and differences among people. 
 
For bookings or enquires on our growing OSHC please call in, phone or email. 
 
Prior to upcoming Vacation Care there is a pupil free day on Friday 28th June. 
Can you please indicate below if you will definitely require care at OSHC on this day. This will be an indication 
as to whether OSHC will open for care that pupil free day. 
Once you have filled out this form feel free to email back your form. This form will need to be returned by 7th 
June. 
 
 
Yes. My child/ren will need OSHC care on Friday 28th June.  
 
Number of children _______________________ 
 
Parent/Carer _______________________________________ 
 
 

Tanya Hohn 

Coordinator 

M  0448 292 227 

E  co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

W catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

OHSC 
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OHSC 

 

  

NOTICES 
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