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“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
 

‘Yes’ Face 

 

During Thomas Jefferson’s presidency, he and a group of travellers were crossing a river that had overflowed 
its banks. Each man crossed on horseback fighting for his life. A lone traveller watched the group traverse the 
treacherous river and then asked President Jefferson to take him across. The President agreed without 
hesitation, the man climbed on, and the two made it safely to the other side of the river where somebody asked 
him: “Why did you select the President to ask this favour?” The man was shocked, admitting he had no idea it 
was the President of the United States who had carried him safely across. “All I know,” he said, “is that on some 
of your faces was written the answer ‘No’ and on some of them was the answer ‘Yes’. His was a ‘Yes’ face.” 
 
“The most significant decision I make each day is my choice of an attitude. When my attitudes are right there’s 
no barrier too high, no valley too deep, no dream too extreme and no challenge too great.” – Charles Swindoll 
 

Dear Families 

A warm welcome to Week 4 of term. Our Year 3 students depart for their camp at the James Byrne Centre at 
Highfields on Thursday.  

 

Starry, Starry Night:  2 November 2019 Commencing at 5pm 
All families are encouraged to support their children at our Starry, Starry Night event. Each school sport’s house 
will perform a song during the evening for house points and there will be various students and bands, 
performing songs and prose.  

 

Bring your picnic chairs and rugs and join the school community for an evening of great entertainment under 
the stars. Assorted food stalls will be available as well as cheese boards and a great selection of desserts. Glow 
sticks and other fun items will also be on sale along with lolly bags.  The bar will open at 5pm and will stay open 
all evening. Extended members of families are welcome to join in the festivities.  
 

Principals Forum  
This week I am attending the Principals’ Forum in Toowoomba. All principals in the Diocese attend the forum 
once a term, where professional development and learning takes place. This forum forms a vital link between 
all schools in the Diocese where we share ideas, discuss new pedagogy and strategies and are involved with the 
planning of the new exciting agenda for all schools in the Diocese.   
 

Prep Orientation Day 
Yesterday we hosted our first Prep Orientation Day for our 2020 Prep children. There was a great deal of 
excitement and from all accounts a great time was had by all. The second Prep Orientation day will be held next 
Thursday and the children will meet their Prep teachers for 2020.  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 4 Week 4 

Wednesday 30 October 2019 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 
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2020 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tuesday 28 January Thursday 3 April 10 weeks 

Term 2 Monday 20 April Thursday 25 June 10 weeks 

Term 3 Monday 13 July Thursday 17 Sept 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tuesday 6 October Wednesday 2 Dec 9 weeks 
 

Quote of the Week 
The secret of success is to know something nobody else knows.  

Aristotle Onassis 
Have a great week. 
God bless. 
 

Brett Pollard 
Principal  

Photo: Progress on Secondary School Building project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Aquathlon 
Congratulations to our Aquathlon Squad who travelled to Dalby for the Darling Downs trials last Friday.  Our 
athletes performed exceptionally well and should be very proud of their individual achievements.  Wilbur Wood 
(6th) and Harry Dowling (10th) have been selected into the Darling Downs team which will travel to Hervey Bay 
in February next year to participate in the State Championships.  Congratulations to all involved and thanks to 
Mrs Spicer for taking the team to Dalby! 

 
 

  

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Starry, Starry Night 
There is a sense of excitement in the air amongst community in 
preparation for Starry, Starry Night on Saturday night. The P&F 
have been working hard to put together an amazing array of 
food and drinks to accompany the quality music and drama 
performances on stage. With all students performing in the 
house choir competition, as well as student directed and staff 
directed performances, the stage promises to be the focal point 
of the evening!  For house choir performance students will need 
to wear a splash (or lots) of their house colour.  Students will be 
called to the marshalling area in advance for their performances 
– please keep an ear out to make sure they are in the right place 
at the right time. 

 

To ensure that this is great community evening, could we please 
remind parents that although we are at school, children are 
under parent supervision throughout the duration of the event.  
Both playgrounds will be ‘roped off’ and are out of bounds for 
the entirety of the night.  The event will be held on the grassed 
area outside with library with the stage at the back of the admin 
building.  Areas outside of the ‘event area’ are considered to be 
out of bounds for the evening.  There will also be a first aid tent 
near the Bethany toilet block for any minor mishaps that might occur. 

 

We are looking forward to a fantastic event and a wonderful chance for our community to gather, celebrate a 
great year and experience an array of entertainment. 

 

Prep Orientation 
It was wonderful to welcome our 2020 prep students to St Mary’s for their 
first official Orientation Day. Whilst a number of these future preppies are 
participating in our Get Set for Prep program, this is the first time that the 
group gathered as a whole cohort.  I was thinking about this when I was 
talking to our Year 6 students on the playground at lunch, in 7 very short 
years, this group of rather small, but very important people will be leading 
our junior school and preparing to transition into secondary!  Mrs Petrie 
and Mrs Suhr were very pleased with how the day went and are excited 
about welcoming them back for the second orientation day next week.  

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS 

Thur 31 Oct – 
Fri 1 Nov 

Year 3 Camp – Toowoomba 

Sat 2 Nov Starry, Starry Night 

Thur 7 Nov Prep Orientation Day 

Mon 11 Nov GSHS Graduation Mass 
9:00am (Year 4 – 10) 
Remembrance Day Mass 6F 
11:15am (Prep – Year 6) 

Mon 25 Nov Prep – Year 3 Awards Night 
5:30pm 

Wed 27 Nov Year 4 – 10 Awards Night 
5:30pm 

Thur 28 Nov Year 10 Farewell Lunch 

Fri 29 Nov Year 6 Celebration Mass 

Mon 2 Dec End of Year Mass 9:30am 

Tues 3 Dec Secondary School End of 
Year Celebration 

Wed 4 Dec Prep Christmas Play 9:30am 
End of School Year 
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Year 3 Camp 
Tomorrow (Thursday) our Year 3 cohort will head off on camp to the James Byrnes centre with Mrs Suhr, Mrs 
Winter and Mrs Castle.  This will be the first camp experience for these students and we are looking forward to 
hearing about their adventures when they return.  Travel safe and have a fantastic time!  

 

Looking forward to seeing the community in full swing on Saturday evening at Starry Starry Night!  

 

Have a great week! 
 

Dave Capra 
Deputy Principal 
David.capra@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 3 Camp 
This Thursday and Friday I will be with our Year 3 students on camp. This is a wonderful camp where students 
participate in a range of activities. Students will learn more about themselves using the Positive Education 
principles, participate in team building games, Minute to Win it challenges and conclude the camp with Ten 
Pin Bowling. We wish all our students a wonderful time away and hope they come back with many positive 
experiences.  
 

Remembrance Day  
On November 11, we stop and pay our respects to the thousands of people who lost their lives to war. This 
year, our Primary school students will stop and remember in a moving liturgy prepared by 6F in the Church at 
11.15am.  

 

Our Secondary students and Primary School Captains will attend the service at the Town Park from 10.50am.  
Parents and members of our community are welcome to attend either of these services.  
 

Year 12 Graduation Mass  
Each year St Mary’s invites the Year 12 cohort from Goondiwindi State High School to attend a Mass as part of 
their graduation week celebrations. This year, the Mass will be held on Monday 11 November at 9am. All 
students in Years 4-10 will be in attendance and we warmly extend an invitation to anyone wishing to attend 
this uplifting celebration.  

 

Wishing you all a great week!  
Karra Suhr 
Karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 
 

  

FROM APRE 
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If you ordered Book Club, the orders will be distributed next week. 
 

The library has loaned a number of St Mary’s library book bags recently in order 
for students to be are able to borrow books. If you child has one of these please 
return the book bag to the School Library at your earliest convenience. 
 

End of Term 4 is fast approaching therefore unreturned, lost or damaged invoices 
will begin been sent out. Please ensure you search carefully around your home, 
school desks, school bags etc for any misplaced books. 
 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, lost or damaged books, please 
e-mail the library staff at: goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

Have a great week! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

P&F News 
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Starry, Starry Night Order of Performances 
 
 
 
 

 

Order Name 

1 The Left Collective 

2 Mackillop  

3 Charismata Cajon Yr 7 

4 Rori Zimmerman 

5 McAuley  

6 Georgia Henderson, Caitlin Fisher, Eve Stiles, Jasmine Marchant and Maddi Yench 

7 Matilda Finlay, Mia Wilson and Katelyn Finlay 

8 Coolock 

9 Eve Stiles & Georgia Henry 

10 Lachlan Wilson 

11 Loretto 

12 Uke Club 

13 Angel Choir 

14 Olivia Roper 

15 Cherubim Choir/ Year 6 Cajon 

16 Year 7 Ensemble 

17 Scarlett Richards, Josie Jekyll, Lily Dawson, Emily Wilkes, Edie Loughman 

18 Year 6 Ensemble 

19 Lucas Burrow 

20 Year 5 Ensemble 

21 Lawson Morris and Charlie Woods 

22 Touring Band 

23 Staff Band 
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At St Mary’s OSHC we have been investigating sustainability through various 

activities. This has allowed children to develop awareness about respecting the 

environment and being water wise. 

 

For booking and inquiries about our before and after school care program please 

phone or email on information below. 

 

Tanya Hohn 

Coordinator 
 

 M  0448 292 227 

E  co.goondiwindioshc@bne.centacare.net.au 

W catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au 

A Brisbane Street Goondiwindi QLD 4390 

  

OSHC 
 

http://www.catholicearlyedcare.com.au/
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NOTICES 
 


