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“Every Child Matters”  

Dear Families  
 

Welcome to Week 5. The school is in overdrive with teaching, learning and assessment. Final plans are being 

made for the very different looking Awards Ceremonies later this month. These awards ceremonies are 

usually the highlight of Term 4 and I apologise to all parents that we cannot invite every parent to these 

ceremonies. 
 

Deputy Principal Position 2021  
Due to personal health concerns, Mrs Ina Winter will be unable to take up the very busy and important role of 

Deputy Principal for 2021. She will remain in her current position as Acting APRE until Mrs Karra Suhr returns 

from maternity leave at some stage in the future. We thank Mrs Winter for this decision, which she has made 

out of her genuine concern and care for the school, so that we would not have a disrupted year if she were to 

be unable to fill the Deputy Principal position. Advertising for a new Deputy Principal will start tomorrow.  
 

Welcome 
We have confirmation that we will welcome Miss Hayley Fairweather back onto our staff for next year. She 

has spent 2020 at St Thomas More’s School in Toowoomba and has requested a contract to return to St 

Mary’s. We look forward to her lovely presence in the school in 2021. 
 

Awards Ceremony 
Our Awards Ceremonies for 2020 are as follows:  

1. Tuesday 24 November at 9:00am Year 1– 4 Awards  

2. Wednesday 25 November at 9:00am Year 4-10 Awards  

3. Prep Students – 2 December at 9.00 a.m. which will include the Prep Christmas Play. (All Prep parents 

will be able to attend). 
 

These ceremonies will be held in our Centenary Centre and only parents of students who will be receiving an 

award, will be invited to attend the ceremony (the ceremonies will be filmed and shared with the school 

community). Please note that there will be no choirs, ensembles or class performances due to the Covid-19 

restrictions. We understand that this is very disappointing for all concerned, however, we do need to follow 

the State Government guidelines and protocols.  

 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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Prep Orientation 
We have had two very successful Prep Orientation Days and one more to go next Wednesday. This has been a 
great opportunity for these children to see what prep looks like. We look forward to beginning the journey 
with these families. 
 

Prep 2022 
We have already had a strong interest in Prep places for 2022. Please note that places will be limited, and I 

request that all parents who have children who are to be enrolled for 2022, please let the front office know of 

your intentions.  

 

Term Dates: 2021   
 

 

Term 1 Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April 

Term 2 Tuesday 20 April – Friday 25 June 

Term 3 Tuesday 13 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Tuesday 5 October – Wednesday 1 December 
 

Quote of the Week: 

 
“The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world, are the ones that do.” –                            

Anonymous 

 
 

Have a great week. 

 

God bless. 

 

 

Brett Pollard  
 

 

Prep Orientation Day 1 & 2  

It was such a pleasure to see our future Prep students and their families arrive for their first and second orientation 

days. It is always wonderful to see excitement and anticipation on little people’s faces and even some big people. I wish 

the students and their families all the best on their entry into the St Mary’s family. I hope that they all enjoyed their 

days. 

Secondary Transition Day  

On Monday the 26 October, the secondary school hosted their annual transition day. A huge congratulations to all 

students and staff for the running of this day. The day consisted of rocket design and testing, healthy cooking, drama 

games and sport. Students and staff enjoyed a day of fun and learning, whilst preparing for the next transition in the 

lives of our students. We wish all the students well in whatever their future holds.  

FROM THE DEPUTY 
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Year 10 Graduation  

The Year 10 Graduation committee are busy preparing for their end of year celebrations. Invitations and more 

information will be sent out next week.  

Parent – Teacher Communication  

A reminder to please contact your classroom teacher if you have any queries or concerns about your student. It is 

important that if you need to arrange an appointment with them, you do so through either an email or through the 

School Office on 46711730.  

 

 

October is Catholic Mission Month, but due to Covid 19, quite a number of our usual outreach and fundraising activities 

were cancelled; however, the saying goes, “Where there is a will, there is a way.” So, we have decided to support 

Operation Christmas Child this year. Our secondary students embraced the idea and they have done an amazing job, 

contributing to the program that supports vulnerable children from across the world. 

Operation Christmas Child is a hands-on way for us to bless children in need across the world by filling shoeboxes with 

toys, hygiene items, school supplies, and fun gifts. Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief organisation, collects the 

boxes and distributes them to children living in desperate situations.  

FROM THE APRE 
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The Amazing Journey of a Simple Shoebox Gift 

Packing 

From children to seniors, people pack shoebox 

gifts each year to bless children in need around 

the world. Parents often use the project to teach 

their kids about giving. Volunteers support these 

efforts across the country. 

 

 

Collecting 

Individuals, churches, schools and community groups of all sizes 

collect boxes from their communities. Some churches also serve as 

drop-off locations for shoeboxes during October every year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shipping                                                                                 

Thousands of volunteers serve annually, inspecting and 

preparing shoeboxes for international shipping. Each 

day, they stop and take a few minutes to pray for the 

children who will receive the shoeboxes. 

 

 

Worldwide Distribution 

Before shoeboxes arrive in more than 100 countries, volunteer 

National Leadership Teams train pastors and community leaders who 

want to share the message of the Gospel. These leaders learn how to 

host child-friendly outreach events in orphanages and other at-risk 

areas. This is a way of giving, not only gifts, but also hope and 

education to these children. 
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And all this starts with a single shoebox… and in this case, a shoebox packed by our St Mary’s Secondary 

School students! 

We would like to thank Mrs Sarah Morrissy who organised everything, including two BIG shopping days and 

the packing of boxes. It was a big task and she took it all in her stride. Thank you Mrs Morrissy! 

A sincere thank you also to Anita Jackson, who donated shopping bags for all our students to carry their 

purchased items back to school. 

Lastly, a heartfelt thank you to our Secondary students who put so much consideration and thought into their 

choices of the gifts. We appreciate their effort, enthusiasm, and the empathy they have shown throughout 

this venture. Through this team effort, they will be bringing joy and laughter into the lives of many vulnerable 

children. We are so proud of them! 

Socktober and Crazy Sock Day 

 

Last Friday was Socktober!  Thank you very much for participating and donating a 

gold coin.  You all looked fabulous! 

 

We thank charities like Catholic Missions who work tirelessly to help those less 

fortunate than ourselves.  

 

Our SOCK-IT challenge was created to raise awareness in a fun way.  The 

homemade soccer ball was made by the student council just like kids who do not 

have any sport equipment at all make a ball so they can enjoy soccer. 

 

Thank you to all the teachers who offered their time and money and put their bodies 

on the line.  So far, the teachers have donated over $80.  

 

If we combine the Sock It Soccer Challenge money with your donations today, we 

have raised enough money for to send over 30 kindergarten children to school with 

uniforms and books PLUS some sport equipment for them to play with.  

 

We may be small, but we have just made a BIG difference! 

 

- Mrs White 
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Year 3 Camp 

Our Year 3 cohort enjoyed a busy, entertaining and exhausting two days at Leslie Dam PCYC Camp site. They 

participated in archery, the high swing, low ropes and orienteering. The instructors were experienced and 

highly trained and their enthusiasm was contagious!  
 

Our students showed courage, great teamwork and persistence throughout the two days. We couldn’t be 

more proud of them!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank Mrs Richards and Mrs Morris for organising our transport and a heartfelt thank you to our two dads 

Mr McKay and Mr Zimmerman who accompanied us. Thanks to Mr McKay’s teaching and patience, we are all 

now very fluent in the “Johnny, Johnny” rhyme and actions!  
 

Wednesday 11 November is Remembrance Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Wednesday 11 November, our Year 6R class will be presenting the Remembrance Day liturgy with the 

support of Father Hermi. We thank them for their hard work in preparing for this very important 

commemoration.  
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Why is this day special to us? 

 

In 1997, Governor-General Sir William Deane issued a proclamation formally declaring 11 November to be 

Remembrance Day, urging all Australians to observe one minute silence at 11:00am on 11 November each 

year, to remember those who died or suffered for Australia's cause in all wars and armed conflicts. As a St 

Mary’s School community, we will be observing the one-minute silence during our morning liturgy.                   
 

 We will remember them. Lest we forget. 

 

 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT 
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Thank you 
Thank you to all parents for assisting with costumes for our Book Parade. It was 

fantastic to witness the enthusiasm of the children during the event. Thank you 

also for coming to watch the ‘block parade’ and we may even do it again in 2021! 
 

Next week (Week 6) sees our last borrowing sessions of the year. All books will 

be due back at school on or by Friday 20 November (Week 7). 
 

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-

mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 

 

Aquathlon 

On Friday 23 Josie Jekyll, Elka Gall, Ned Behrend, Harrison Dowling, Wilbur Wood and George Gladman competed in the 

Darling Downs Aquathlon Trials in Dalby.  Congratulations to Harrison, Wilbur and Walter who gained selection in the 

Darling Downs team that will compete in the State Titles early next year.     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Horse 

Sports  

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

SPORTS NEWS  
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On Friday 23 October St Mary’s attended the Millmerran Horse Sports. We had 12 students riding and their 
achievements were fantastic! St Mary’s had the top 4 point scoring riders that attributed to our overall winning of the 
day.  
 

St Mary’s came second in the March Past and were the overall winning school for the day!  
 
Under 6  
Age Champion - Abbey Picton  
Reserve Champion - Ivy Offerdahl  
4th Place - Johanna ‘JoJo’ Finlay 
 
7 years  
4th Place - Max Burrows  
 
10 years  
Age Champion - Riley Gore  
Reserve Champion - Grace Todd 
 
11 years 
4th place - Matilda Finlay 
 
12 years  
3rd place - Lucas Burrows  
 
Fastest Primary Stockhorse race was 
awarded to Lucas Burrows. 
 
Overall highest scoring primary was awarded to Abbey Picton.  
 
Thank you to Mrs Gore and Mrs Lambert for their organisation! 
 

- Mrs Stacey Picton 

Cricket 

Congratulations to Dante Van Heerden who represented the Border District Region in the U15 cricket trials held at 

Toowoomba Grammar School on Friday 16 October.  Although he faced very tough competition, he enjoyed the 

experience and is looking forward to next year. 

 

 

Gratitude 

“Gratitude turns what we have into enough”  
~Melody Beattie 

 

“Comparison is the death of all joy, and the only person you need to be better than is 

the one you were yesterday.”  
 ~ Rachel Hollis 

 

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
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What is gratitude? 

• Being aware of and thankful for the good things that happen 

• Appreciation for what is valuable and meaningful to oneself 

• A momentary positive emotion 

• A character strength 

• Felt in different amounts and expressed in different ways 

by different people. 

• A choice 

• Transformational 

• A journey, a habit, a way of life . . .  

 

Research has shown that practicing Gratitude is strongly associated with wellbeing and 

happiness. Practicing gratitude directs your attention towards positive life experiences which 

makes you feel good. This brings what you have into focus, rather that which you don’t have. It 

also protects against stress by broadening and building on positive emotions. When you feel 

good, you do good!  

 

Gratitude can be cultivated, so start to develop a habit today by regularly taking the time to 

practice gratitude: Think about what you are grateful for, or even better start a gratitude 

journal by regularly writing down the things you are grateful for. 
 

                        

French Language Club 

Passion and Practice does it. It’s pleasure, slow and steady, achievement and always a winner.  

For French, contact Salvador, St George, 0428304318 / 46253021 / salvador.f@rediffmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 
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