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“Every Child Matters”  

Dear Families 
 

Welcome back to school for an action–packed Term 4.  This term promises to be very busy and it is 

vital for children to resume their studies to complete the required curriculum for 2020. As per state 

Covid-19 guidelines, we are still limited to the number people allowed at assemblies and inside events. 

It is unlikely at this time that our annual Awards Night will take place in its present format at the 

Community Centre. The school will send out information to parents soon to confirm the end of term 

arrangements.  
 

Staffing 2021 
 

We still await our final staffing breakdown for 2021 from the Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office. We 

expect to receive it in the next fortnight.  This breakdown and allocation of staff is dependent on the 

number of children enrolled in the school and will change up to Day 8 of Term 1 in 2021. For this 

reason, I kindly ask any parents who may be moving from Goondiwindi, to please let me know as soon 

as possible, to allow the school to adequately staff classrooms for next year.  

 

I will ensure that any information is kept strictly confidential and thank those parents who have already 

informed the school of your family intentions for 2021.  
 

Sign In and Out Registers  
 

A reminder to parents that it is a legal requirement for our school to maintain a register of all visitors 

who enter the school during the day. 
 

If you visit the school for ANY reason, you are requested to sign the register available in the school 

office. You are required to sign out before you leave the school grounds. 

 

Children arriving late (after 8.45am), MUST present themselves to the office, to collect a late slip to 

hand to their Teacher. This ensures the roll is up to date and information collected is actual.  
 

If a child is collected during the day, the register MUST be completed by firstly signing the child out; if 

the child is returned to school (perhaps after a dentist/doctor appointment etc) parents/caregivers are 

required to sign the child in on their return.  

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Phone: 0746711730 
Fax: 0746711145 

Absentee Hotline: 0746712063 
Email: goondiwindi@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Web: www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au 
 

Student Protection Officers: Mrs Kristina Griffiths, Mrs Emma Farrow 
Blue Card Registrar: Mrs Liesl Richards 

St Mary’s P & F: stmaryspandfgdi@gmail.com 

 
Term 4 Week 1 

Wednesday 7 October 2020 

 Seek Truth Through Knowledge 

 

 

http://www.goondiwindi.catholic.edu.au/
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Quote of the Week: 
 

A best friend is like a four-leaf clover, hard to find, lucky to have. 

 

 
 

Have a great week, 

 

God bless. 

 

Brett Pollard 
 

 

 

Year 6 Camp  

Thank you, thank you to the Year 6’s, Mrs Prosser, Mrs Richards and Mr McGregor for an amazing 

week at Currimundi. The venue could not speak more highly of our students and their behaviour. I was 

privileged and humbled to be present to witness students (and staff) testing their resilience and giving 

everything 110%. The students made memories that will last a lifetime. Well done team.  

 

Message as per Skoolbag App - Year 7 & 10 Parents - Important Immunisation Clinic Notice 

The Year 7 & 10 School Immunisation Program for St Mary's School will take place on Thursday 8 
October at 1:30pm. 

Due to the pandemic earlier in the year, the first round of immunisations did not take place. At this time, 
some parents/caregivers opted to take their children to the local GP/clinic for these immunisations. 

If your child received their first immunisations at the local GP/clinic would you please contact Ozcare 
07 46397888 to inform them that your child has received their first round of immunisations. 

FROM THE DEPUTY 
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This is very important information that is required by Ozcare, so we urge you to please take action at 
your earliest convenience. 

Year 9 2021 Subject Selection Package  

Packages will be sent home this Friday with your student. Please return all forms by next Friday, 16 
October 2020. 

Grounds Update Secondary Campus 

Term 3 saw the first term of the new secondary campus in action. Now that the students have all settled 
in, we would love to invite all current and prospective Year 7 students for next year and their families 
to an open afternoon on Wednesday, 21 October from 4.30pm – 6.00pm.   

A huge thank you to the P & F Committee for their kind donation of turf for the 
secondary campus. It looks amazing! Thank you Mr Forrest for your hard work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently in the process of discussing with the students what they would like to see in their 
playground and then equipment will be sourced. We endeavour to complete this process by the end of 
this year.  

Grounds Update Primary Campus  

It is with great excitement that the Mercy building refurbishment has started. Last term the student 
council approached the School Executive to purchase sporting equipment for use during lunchtime. 
The student council surveyed the student body and managed to cater for a diverse range in their 
request. Their request was successful and the equipment has been acquired. The students are now 
enjoying the use of these resources. Well done Mrs White and Student Council.   

Orientation Day 2021 

It is with great excitement that we look forward to welcoming the new students into the Secondary 
School on the Monday, 26 October. This year will look a little different as we open our doors to all the 
current Year 6’s. If you do not wish for your child to be involved in this day please let us know by 
contacting your child’s current teacher. If they do not attend the orientation day they will attend their 
normal class for that day.  

Change to Secondary Eating Times  

Due to construction in the Mercy Building, the secondary first break time has been altered to ensure 
adequate play space is available to all students. The new secondary times for first break will be 
10.15am – 10.55am (previous times 10.45am – 11.25am). This will continue for the duration of Term 
4. 
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Starlab is visiting our school! 

This week, Starlab Education School Science Presentations is visiting our school. Our 

primary school students have been privileged to experience a ‘Cosmo Dome Science 

Theatre and Planetarium” that provides educational programs tailored to suit their level 

of interest and understanding.  

Starlab Education provides an exhilarating learning experience with curriculum-based 

presentations designed to meet requirements of the Australian National Curriculum and 

Queensland Studies Authority. 

 

On Tuesday, our Prep students experienced the “Secret of the Cardboard 

Rocket” and explored the planets.  

Two young adventurers embark on a breathtaking up-close look at each of the 

planets in our solar system with the guidance from a wise astronomy book. 

With ‘Book’ as their guide, the adventurers use their imagination to rocket 

through the solar system, landing on Venus, Mars and Pluto, blasting through 

the Great Red Spot on Jupiter, and viewing the sun and other planets from close 

vantage points. ‘Book’ relays interesting facts about each object ensuring 

students gain invaluable knowledge whilst on their wild imaginary ride. From 

the boiling surface of the sun to the icy rings of Saturn, the incredible scenery 

in motion will mesmerize all young adventurers.   http://www.starlab.net.au/   

Healthy Harold  (Life Education) 

Tuesday 13 October - Monday 19 October, Queensland Health Education accompanied by Healthy 

Harold, the giraffe, will be visiting our school. Life Education’s drug and health education program 

is designed to be integrated into the primary curriculum. 

How did the idea of Healthy Harold come about? 

Ted Noffs, living in King’s Cross, Sydney, witnessed how health and social issues were impacting the 

lives of Australian children and wasn’t prepared to watch it get any worse. 

In 1979 along with other health challenges, the issue of illicit drug use was exploding. The community was struggling to 

understand how to deal with this problem. While still committed to providing crisis relief and rehabilitation, Ted Noffs 

saw an opportunity to address the issue before it became a problem… through education. 

Ted’s goal was clear.  “Let’s not frighten our kids with scare tactics so they act in ways that we think are best for them.  

Let’s motivate and empower them so they can and will actively draw on their own knowledge to make safer and 

healthier choices.” The same approach to education continues to inspire the development of the Healthy Harold program 

today. The program provides the information, understanding, skills and strategies our children require to make safe 

decisions about their own health and well-being. 

Family Mass 

There will be Family Mass at 9:30am in the church on Sunday 18 October. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

FROM THE APRE 
 

http://www.starlab.net.au/
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A thought for the week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 20: 4 “ May He give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please ensure that children have returned or renewed holiday 

borrowing items in readiness for a new borrow next week . 

 

 

LIBRARY CORNER 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
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Year 3, 4 and 5 brainstormed what the book week theme ‘Curious Creatures, 

Wild Minds’ meant to them. There were some great discussions had, such as 

wild minds is thinking outside the box (‘Can I come as a box with my head 

outside Mrs Petrie’?!) and that adventures must happen when we are curious 

and have wild minds. Costumes ideas included Harry Potter, Friday Barnes Girl 

Detective, Nim from Nim’s Island, Cooper from Jinny and Cooper, Matilda and 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory characters to name a few….
 

 

Thank you for your help to encourage reading! As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please e-

mail the library staff at: 

goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Have a great week! 

 

 

 

Book club 

BOOK CLUB is DUE Friday 23rd October! 

Issue 7 is now out!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This issue features: 

Friday 23rd October 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Book+Clip+Art+Bunting&view=detailv2&&id=7839640E8005E365AE023382F4A05BC071E94C58&selectedIndex=2&ccid=oDIDkQFa&simid=608012850074618074&thid=OIP.Ma0320391015a76a48d6d1c27c3359cefH0
mailto:goondiwindilib@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Due to the ordering system, no late orders will be accepted.  Please order online using ‘the 

loop’ platform. Information can be found on the order forms. Thank you for your support of 

Book Club, all purchases contribute to reward points for our school library. 

 

 
 

Athletics Carnival 2020 

Congratulations Loretto on your fantastic win at the 2020 Athletics Carnival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The points were as follows:  Loretto 541, McAuley 515, Coolock 464 and MacKillop 418. 

 

 

*Athletics Carnival photos were sent via a link on SkoolBag App last term. They’re well worth having a look at! 

Congratulations to the following Age Champions! 

2012 1. Pollyanna Wild 
2. Sophie Coleborn 
3. Bonnie North 
3. Dorothy Dunn 

1. Henry Smith 
2. Benjamin Maunder 
3. William McNulty 

 

2011 1. Elkie Wood 
2. Riley Spicer 
3. Isobella Toop 

1. Thomas McDonald 

2. Jock Jekyll 
3. Henry O'Toole 

2010 1. Bree Bauer 
2. Ava Corish 
3. Elka Gall 

1. Lachlan Henderson 
2. Hugo Vukovich 
3. Noah Van Heerden 
3. Eammon Brennan 

2009 1. Veronica Farrow 
1. Lily Dawson 
1. Scarlett Richards 

1. Billy Spicer 
2. Wilbur Wood 
3. Walter Wild 

SPORTS NEWS  
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2. Ava Campbell 
3. Edie Loughman 
3.Josie Jekyll 

 

2008 1. Georgia Henderson 
2. Ellie Pender 
3. Emily Wilkes 
3. Annabelle Rocks 
3. Lulu Behrend 
3. Miranda Corish 

1. Riley Hegarty 
2. Flynn Marsh 
3. Darcy McGregor 
 

2007 1. Maddison Marchant 
2. Leah Gee 
3. Isobel Stewart 

1. Fred Taylor 
2. Jack Coggin 
3. Will Kelly 
 

2006 1. Jasmine Marchant 
2. Lillian Heeson 
3. Lauren Fisher 

1. Dante Van Heerden 
2. Dylan Lindsay 
3. Zac Woolacot 

2005  1. Nicolas Gee 
2. Henry Cilento 
3. Kent Verning 
3. Bailey Blomley 

2004  1. Jordan Moloney 
2. Jett Twidale 
3. Jayden Fisher 
 

 

Athletics Carnival - Records Broken 

Age (Years) Name Record 

Long Jump 
  

14 Jas Marchant 4.29m 

15 Nick Gee 3.42m 

16 Jordan Moloney 3.17m 

High Jump 
  

8 Pollyanna Wild 1.03m 

11 Wilbur Wood 1.45m 

12 Riley Hegarty 1.47m 

14 Jas Marchant 1.33m 

15 Nick Gee 1.30m 

16 Jordan Moloney 1.25m 

Shot Put 
  

9 Riley Spicer 6.88m 

11 Billy Spicer 12.56m 

13 Grace Moffatt 8.94m 

14 Cooper Jeans-Kliendienst 8.35m 

16 Jordan Moloney 7.45m 

Discus 
  

10 Billy Spicer 23.74m 
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13 Grace Moffatt 20.80m 

Track - 80m 
  

8 Pollyanna Wild 14.13 

8 Henry Smith 13.39 

9 Jock Jekyll 12.12 

Track - 100m 
  

11 Billy Spicer 13.27 

14 Zac Woolacott 12.67 

16 Jordan Moloney 15.28 

Track - 200m 
  

8 Pollyanna Wild 40.97s 

8 Henry Smith 38.26s 

9 Tom McDonald 33.11s 

11 Billy Spicer 28.46s 

14 Jas Marchant 29.84s 

14 Zac Woolacott 27.77s 

15 Nick Gee 34.18s 

16 Jordan Moloney 35.63s 

Track - 300m 
  

8 Pollyanna Wild 1.02.00 

8 Henry Smith 59.24 

Track - 800m 
  

9 Elkie Wood 3.07.29 

9 Tom McDonald 2.50.15 

11 Billy Spicer 2.41.81 

15 Nick Gee 3.22.95 

16 Jordan Moloney 3.37.21 
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St Mary’s Parish School Links 

Positive Education 
(15) 

Help seeking 

“Every day I have two choices: to be happy or to be very happy”  

~Coach George Raveling 

 

“We become what we think of most of the time, and that’s the strangest secret” 

~Earl   Nightingale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newest Domain added to the Positive Education framework is ‘Positive Health’. This is not 

only to do with exercise and nutrition, but also looking after the social and emotional wellbeing 

aspects of health.  

Help seeking plays a significant role. Having the confidence to seek help when you need it, and 

knowing where to get the help you need, is very important. When you need help to overcome 

problems: asking for help immediately is a sign of strength. Different people can support you with 

different problems. Knowing who is the most suitable person to ask is the key.  

 

The following groups of people are always there to help our students and their friends: 

• Family – They love, care for you, make you feel that you matter as a person 

• Friends – They share highs and lows, laugh, have fun with and are there for you. 

• Teachers – They teach you how to learn and how to think critically and creatively. 

• Year Level Coordinators/Counsellors – They assist you to overcome issues and challenges 

which affect your wellbeing 

• Outside organizations – They help you with the more serious emotional health issues 
 

 

  

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
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`Curiouser and curiouser!' cried Alice (she was so much surprised, that for the moment she quite 

forgot how to speak good English); `now I'm opening out like the largest telescope that ever was! Good-bye, feet!' (for 
when she looked down at her feet, they seemed to be almost out of sight, they were getting so far off). Alice in 

Wonderland - Lewis Carroll 1865 
 
Curiosity is having a strong desire to learn or know something. Those who are curious may also actively seek out challenges 
and new experiences to broaden their horizons. Curiosity is a key ingredient of learning. It leads to knowledge but also to 
the ability to make connections among various pieces of information. 
 
This term students in Years 3-6, in Extension will be Scientists - being curious! They will delve deeper into what it means 
to conduct a 'fair test' then test their hypothesises.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT  
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LEARNING SUPPORT 
 

NOTICES 
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French Language Club 

Best for the young!  Learning a new language sharpens 

the mind, is work-oriented, sense of achievement. 

For basic French contact Salvador, St George,  

0428304318 / 46253021 / salvador.f@rediffmail.com. 

Begin now!  Bienvenue! 

IMPORTANT DATES 

DATE EVENTS YEARS INVOLVED 

06 - 07 October Starlab Whole School 

08 October Years 7 & 10 
Immunisations 

Years 7 & 10 

09 October Year 1 Sleepover Year 1 

13 – 19 October Healthy Harold Whole School 

16 October Year 9 2021 Subject 
Selection Forms Due 

Current Year 8 
Students 

19 - 21 October Year 5 Camp – Emu Gully Year 5 

21 October Open afternoon Secondary 
School 4:30 - 6:00pm 

Prospective 2021 
Parents and 
Current Secondary 
School Parents 

23 October Book Week Parade 
9:00 - 10:15am 

Whole School 

26 October 2021 Secondary Transition 
Day  

Year 6 Students 
and Prospective 
2021 Students 

26 - 27 October Year 3 Camp – Leslie Day Year 3 

28 October Prep Orientation Day 1 
9:00 - 12noon 

2021 Prep Students 

4 November Prep Orientation Day 2 
9:00 - 12noon 

2021 Prep Students 

11 November Remembrance Day Whole School 

11 November Prep Orientation Day 3 
9:00 - 12noon 

2021 Prep Students 

23 November Prep - Year 3 Awards Prep to Year 3 and 
Parents 

24 November Year 4 – 6 Awards Years 4 – 6 and 
Parents 

25 November Year 7 – 10 Awards Years 7 – 10 and 
Parents 

26 November Year 10 Graduation Lunch 
12 – 1:30pm 

Year 10 Students 
and Parents 

27 November Year 6 Mass 9:00 - 10:00am Year 6 Students 
and Parents 

27 November Last Day for Year 10 Year 10 

30 November End of Year Mass 9:30am Whole School 

02 December Prep Christmas Play 
9:30am 

Prep Students and 
Families 

02 December END OF TERM Whole School 

mailto:salvador.f@rediffmail.com

