
 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

+s0 

 

 
 

 

“EVERY CHILD MATTERS” 
 

LENTEN PRAYER 
     God, heavenly Father, 

 look upon me and hear my prayer during this holy Season of Lent. 
           By the good works You inspire, help me to discipline my body and to be renewed in spirit. 

 
 

 

Dear Parents  

Welcome to Week 5 of a busy term. I am currently at the Term 1 Principals’ Meetings in Toowoomba and have 
unfortunately missed out on Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday at school. 

On Wednesday next week, 4 March, our new secondary building will be officially blessed by Bishop Robert 
McGuckin and opened by the Executive Director of the Toowoomba Catholic Education Office, Dr Pat Coughlan. 
The ceremony will commence at 10.00am in the Centenary Centre and will then proceed to the site of the new 
building where refreshments will be served.  

We warmly welcome all parents and friends to celebrate this important event in our school calendar.  

Principal’s Performance Appraisal  
On 11 March 2020, I will be engaging in a Principal Summative Performance Appraisal in line with Toowoomba 
Catholic School’s (TCS) focus on professional acknowledgement and development. 
 

A Principal’s summative performance appraisal occurs in the final year of their contract and is based on 
outcomes of their annual performance reviews and school-based data. The appraisal will be conducted by a 
Panel consisting of the TCS Senior Education Leader, a peer Principal and the TCS Director: Teaching and 
Learning. It will consist of a self-review, a 360-degree survey completed by school staff and a cross section of 
parents along with individual or focus group interviews including discussion with the local Parish/School Priest.  
 

Based on the outcomes of these review tools, the Panel will produce a written report outlining their findings 
and providing feedback to the Principal for continued and future professional learning. These outcomes will 
also be communicated with the school community. 
 

To assist with my appraisal, I have invited school staff and parents to participate in the 360-degree survey. The 
survey has been sent to a cross – section of families in the school and interviews/focus groups with staff, Board 
and P&F representatives and myself will also occur as part of the appraisal. Requested interviewees will be 
contacted via email over the coming week to confirm their availability.  
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Once again, I encourage school staff and parents to complete the 360-degree survey and provide open and 
honest feedback on my leadership as Principal in the school. I look forward to engaging in this process with you 
all, an opportunity for review and reflection to acknowledge and improve what I bring to our school. 
 

Quote of the Week 
 

PANCAKES  

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5, Ryan, 3. The boys began to argue over who would get 
the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 

“If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake. I can wait.'” 

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus.” 

 
 

Have a great week. 
 

 

Brett Pollard 
Principal 
 

 

Year 6 Canberra Tour 2020   
The dates for  our Year 6 Canberra Tour have been confirmed and they are set for Saturday 12  September to Friday 
18 September 2020 (Term 3, Week 10). Pam Walsh from EducaTours will be in Goondiwindi on the 16th March for an 
information evening with parents. During this information session Pam will explain the details of the camp and the 
itinerary, clothing needed and answer any questions you may have regarding this trip. Meeting will be held in the Library 
at 5.30pm.   
 

Traineeships Career Investigations   
Last Tuesday I was very fortunate and was able to attend a Career Development Day for Schools. The main focus was ‘How 
do we prepare our students for the future in work?’. It was interesting to discuss questions like ‘What is a career’ and 
‘How do we know what we want to do when we get older?’. 
 

During the next few weeks I will be holding talks and reviewing our school’s career development plan with input from 
many different stakeholders to be able to provide our students with the best preparation possible for the world they will 
be part of after school. Toowoomba Catholic Schools has increased its focus in the careers arena and assigned a 
designated Careers Officer to all schools. Watch this space for exciting careers talks and information sheets.   
 

St Mary’s Webpage    
I am very pleased to announce the new changes to our school website. We have undergone a change and update to 
provide parents, caregivers and guardians more information. The internet page will be ready for release by the 10 March 
2020.  Please let me know any ideas or feedback that you may have to improve this site once you start using it.   
 

Secondary Building School Opening 4  March   
A reminder that our Secondary School Building’s official opening will be taking place next Wednesday the 4th March at 
10.00am. Everybody is welcome. We hope to see you there to celebrate this milestone in our school’s history.   
 

Border District Netball Trials   
This Thursday there are 7 students from the secondary school heading to Warwick to hopefully gain selection in the Border 
District Netball Team. I wish all students well and hope they have a fantastic day of fun and learning new skills.   
 

Professional Development For Staff   
During this term, there has been a major focus from our school on building capacity in our teachers. Last Friday we had 
members of our staff attend a workshop delivered by QCAA on  Designing Quality Assessment for junior 
secondary students which aligns with the new senior curriculum. Last week we also had staff members attend Reading 
Improvement Strategy In-servicing and Careers Development Professional Development opportunities. Days like these 
cement ideas and allow for great sharing of resources and networking to improve the education that is provided to our 
students.   
 
 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
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Assessment Calendars - Secondary  
All secondary students and parents have now received their assessment calendars for this term. Please advise your form 
teacher if you have not. Please discuss with your child’s class teacher if you have any concerns or queries regarding 
assessment.   
 

Uniforms   
“When we look good – we feel good” 

This week all students in secondary have been handed a copy of the School Uniform Requirement’s section from the 
Parent Handbook. Form teachers are checking all uniforms during form class to ensure that uniforms are meeting these 
requirements. In the primary school this has been discussed at morning parade.  
 

If a student is not in uniform for any reason, a note needs to be sent to the form/classroom teacher explaining why this is 
the case. We understand that some days things happen, therefore some students will not always be able to be in their 
uniform. However, to ensure consistency and fairness, we are encouraging all students to abide by the uniform 
code. Please advise the school if you are having any problems with the uniform and we will discuss this with you.   
 

Uniform requirements have been attached as a link on the SkoolBag App.    
 

Parent Teacher Interviews   
Parent Teacher interviews are on the 29 March from 3.30pm – 5.30pm. An online booking system will be available in Week 
7.   
 

 Here are some snapshots of what’s been happening in the Secondary School recently:  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday 
 

A huge thank you to all the families who ordered pancakes yesterday! The profits from pancake sales will be 

donated to Caritas, a Catholic International organisation which helps the poorest of the poor. During Lent, 

Caritas run a six-week fundraiser called Project Compassion. During this time, students are exposed to real life 

stories of those who are struggling and Catholic Schools, churches and parishes around the globe work together 

to raise much needed funds for those in need. I would like to thank Jodie Jeans, Vanessa Schmidt, Fr Hermi and 

Mrs Winter for helping serve the 650+ pancakes.  

FROM THE APRE 
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Ash Wednesday  

Today we begin the start of the Church’s Lenten Season. Lent is the season of preparation for Easter. It starts 

today and ends on Easter, lasting for 40 days (not counting Sundays). This is a time to reflect on Jesus’ sacrifices, 

with people encouraged to give up or take up something. For example, students may wish to give up ice cream 

and/or take on another job at home during this period. Basically, Lent is a time for "spring cleaning" our lives 

while giving thanks to God and strengthening our relationship with Him. 

Today all students in our school were distributed with the Ashes and participated in a short liturgy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

www.goondiwindi.twb.catholic.edu.au 

Project Compassion Launch 

Year 6P have prepared a prayer liturgy for Friday’s assembly about Project Compassion for 2020. All parents 

and friends are invited to attend their prayer celebration at 8.45am on Friday.   

Fish Friday 

Fish Friday is scheduled for Friday 13 March.  

Traditionally during Lent, Friday was the day people ate fish as part of their fasting days during the 40 days of 

Lent. This year students can order 3 pieces of crumbed whiting, chips, lemon and tartare sauce for $6.50, at 

second break. There will be NO other second break orders available on Friday 13 March.  

Fish Friday option will be available to order from Monday 2 March, for second break only.  

All orders must be processed through Flexischools by 9am on Tuesday 10 March.   

When ordering on Flexischools, please look in the ‘Specials’ section and order for any day before 10 March. 

This fundraiser will be raising further funds for Project Compassion.   

The Rotary Club have kindly offered their services again this year with the cooking of the fish and chips. We 

thank the Rotary Club for their volunteering of their time to make this fundraiser possible.  

Wishing you all a great fortnight! 

Karra Suhr 

karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

St Mary’s Parish School Links 

Positive Education 
(3) 

 

Mindsets 

The lead researcher on “mindsets” is Professor Carol Dweck, and according to her there are two types 

of mindsets: a fixed mindset and a growth mindset. 

In a fixed mindset, people believe their qualities are fixed traits and therefore cannot change. These 

people document their intelligence and talents rather than working to develop and improve them. They 

also believe that talent alone leads to success, and effort is not required. 

Alternatively, in a growth mindset, people have an underlying belief that their learning and intelligence 

can grow with time, experience and effort. When people believe they can get smarter, they realize that 

their effort has an effect on their success, so they put in extra time, leading to higher achievement. 

https://www.developgoodhabits.com/fixed-mindset-vs-growth-mindset/ 

 

POSITIVE EDUCATION 
 

mailto:karra.suhr@twb.catholic.edu.au
https://www.developgoodhabits.com/fixed-mindset-vs-growth-mindset/
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Common beliefs 

• Fixed mindset 
o “How smart I am is all genetic and so I don’t have any control over it.” 

o I can’t change who I am. My personality is hard-wired” 

o “Failure sucks!” 

• Growth mindset 
o “Anyone can increase their intelligence through effort.” 

o “The harder you try, the more you will learn.” 

o Failure is OK, It’s part of learning!” 

To find out more about Growth Mindset vs. Fixed Mindset in a fun and unique way, please follow the 

following link: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUWn_TJTrnU  
 

Reference 

https://www.developgoodhabits.com/fixed-mindset-vs-growth-mindset/ 
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Year 3 have been exploring cuisenaire rods this week in E&E to help develop speed in recalling number facts 
and visual spatial skills.  The use of manipulatives is important because it allows children to see the why and 
how of the rules of Mathematics.  Year 5's have been exploring the world of discounts, percentages and 
becoming aware of  the  specific vocabulary, layout and techniques used  in catalogues to encourage the 
consumer to on keep buying!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming Carnival 

A huge thank you to all staff, parents and students for a wonderful carnival! Thank you to those who helped with 

timekeeping and supported the Year 6 parents at the fundraising BBQ. Congratulations to MacKillop for the 

tremendous effort it took to beat McAuley, Loretto and Coolock. A huge congratulations to our Age Champions and every 

swimmer that swam to earn points for their house. 

 

Age Champion Results 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1st 2nd 3rd 

8 Years Girls 
Boys 

Polly Prosser 
 

Bonnie North Emily Kerlin 

9 years Girls 
Boys 

Elkie Wood 
Jock Jekyll 

Riley Spicer 
Ned Fritz 

Chloe Dunmill 
Tom McDonald 

10 years Girls 
Boys 

Bree Bauer 
Hugo Vukovich 

Elka Gall & Chloe Warburton 
Eamonn Brennan 

Scarlett Reardon 
George Gladman 

11 years Girls 
Boys 

Lily Dawson 
Wilbur Wood 

Matilda McDonald 
Billy Spicer 

Josie Jekyll 
Tom Elmes 

12 years Girls 
Boys 

Eleanor Petrie 
Fred Prosser 

Claudia Woodhead 
Kai Goodes & Ciaran Brennan 

Annabelle Rocks 
Tom Collyer & Ben Marsh 

13 years Girls 
Boys 

Eve Stiles 
Bailey Castle 

Milly Keeping  

14 years Girls 
Boys 

Lillian Heeson 
Dylan Lindsay 

Molly Smith 
Dante Van Heerden 

Ruby Robinson 
Monte Andrews 

15 years Girls 
Boys 

 
Nick Gee 

 
Bailey Blomley 

 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT  
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New Records 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodluck to our many swimmers competing at DD Swimming in Gatton next 

Wednesday! 

 

 

  

Event Old Record New Record 

9 years girls 50m Butterfly Scarlett Richards 48.15 Elkie Wood 47.75 

14 years boys 50m Butterfly Sam Butler 57.69 Dylan Lindsay 47.54 

9 years girls 50m Backstroke Josie Walker 49.69 Elkie Wood 48.85 

14 years boys 50m Backstroke James Chick 45.50 Dylan Lindsay 44.94 

9 years girls 50m Breastroke Katie Lowe 55.24 Elkie Wood 54.21 

14 years boys 50m freestyle Lachlan Stewart 38.84 Dylan Lindsay 35.69 

15 years boys 50m freestyle - Nick Gee  45.34 

16 years boys 50m freestyle - Jordan Maloney 50.82 
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State Aquathlon Trials 

Last weekend Wilbur Wood, Harry Dowling and Billy Spicer represented Darling Downs in the State Aquathlon 
Trials in Harvey Bay.  The boys had a fantastic time and all finished in the top 50.   Well done boys! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 Sport Calendar 

 

Border District Winter Trials (Secondary) February 27th - Warwick 

Mac Zone Basketball Trials March 3rd – St Mary’s Centenary Centre 

DD Swimming Trials March 4th - Gatton 

DD Golf Trials March 10th -Toowoomba Golf Club 

Mac Zone Touch Football March 18th – Inglewood 

P-2 Swimming Carnival March 20th – Goondiwindi Town Pool 

Mac Zone Cricket Trials March 25th - TBC 

Mac Zone Netball, Soccer and Rugby League March 27th – Riddles Sporting Complex 

DD Basketball Trials March 30th – Toowoomba 

St Mary’s Cross Country  P-10 April 2nd - Riddles Sporting Complex 
 

• Teachers will notify students and parents via the Skoolbag App of school-based trial dates.  
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LIBRARY CORNER 
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AGM  

2 March 2020, 6pm for 6.15pm start 

Goondiwindi Bowls Club 

Dinner available approx. $14-$22 

Children welcome 

Please ensure to RSVP for catering purposes 

ALL POSITIONS OPEN! 

 
 

St Mary’s OSHC has been busy investigating health and wellbeing through various activities. 

The children are enjoying healthy eating at OSHC and discussing what it means to be healthy 

and active. 

For bookings for before or after school care please call 0448 292 227.  

Tanya Peck 

Coordinator 

 

 

 

Absentee Hotline 

 

07 4671 2063 
 

The absentee hotline is an important feature that can be utilized 24 hours a day and takes away the need for 
parents to have to email or speak to anyone. Just leave a message stating child’s name and why they will be 
absent from school. 
  

P&F NEWS 
 

NOTICES 
 

OSCH 
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Lost Property 
 

There is already a large amount of jumpers, hats, water bottles, lunch boxes and items from the swimming 
carnival in the lost property cupboard. If an item is clearly named it will be returned to its owner, all other items 
will be taken to the OP SHOP this Friday. 
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